
 
Bromley House Library 

July/August 
Book List 

  

1 
 

FICTION 
 
CRIME 
 
BALDACCI, David   The sixth man 
After alleged serial killer Edgar Roy is apprehended and locked away in a psychiatric unit, 
private investigators Sean King and Michelle Maxwell are called in by Roy’s lawyer—an old 
friend of Sean King— to look into the case. But their investigation is derailed before it 
begins: while en route to their first meeting with the lawyer, King and Maxwell discover his 
dead body. 
 
BRADLEY, Alan   A red herring without mustard 
'You frighten me,' the Gypsy said. 'Never have I seen my crystal ball so filled with darkness.' 
So begins eleven-year-old Flavia de Luce's third adventure through the charming but 
deceptively dark byways of the village of Bishop's Lacey. What the fortune teller in fact 
claimed to see was a vision of Flavia's mother, Harriet, who died on a mountainside in Tibet 
when Flavia was less than a year old. 'She's trying to come home,' the old woman intones. 
'And she needs your help.'  
 
CAROFIGLIO, Gianrico  Temporary perfections 
Manuela, the daughter of a wealthy couple from Bari, disappeared without trace months 
before and the police have closed their investigation, to the parents' despair. Counsellor 
Guerrieri reluctantly takes on an unusual assignment: to seek new evidence to force the police 
to reopen the case. A job more suitable to a private detective but a job that leads him to 
Nadia, a former client, a fascinating woman with an ambiguous past and to the tempting 
Caterina, Manuela's best friend, exquisitely too young for the jaded Guerrieri.. 
 
CASEY, Jane    The burning 
A serial killer who wants to watch you burn…The media call him The Burning Man, a brutal 
murderer who has beaten four young women to death, before setting their bodies ablaze in 
secluded areas of London’s parks. And now the fifth victim has 
 
CHILD, Lee    The visitor (Jack Reacher 4) 
Sergeant Amy Callan and Lieutenant Caroline Cook have a lot in common. Both were army 
high-flyers.Both were acquainted with Jack Reacher.Both were forced to resign from the 
service. Now they’re both dead. Both were found in their own home, naked, in a bath full of 
paint.Both apparent victims of an army man.A loner, a smart guy with a score to settle, a 
ruthless vigilante. A man just like Jack Reacher. 
 
EVANOVITCH, Janet   Smokin’ seventeen (Stephanie Plum 17) 
Where there's smoke there's fire, and no one knows this better than New Jersey bounty 
hunter, Stephanie Plum. The bail bonds office has burned to the ground, and bodies are 
turning up in the empty construction lot. To make matters worse, Stephanie is working out of 
a motor home she shares with a dancing bear, and Joe Morelli's old world grandmother has 
declared a vendetta against her. And just when Stephanie decides it might be time to choose 
between the two men in her life, Morelli and Ranger, a third man from Stephanie's past 
moves back to Trenton... 
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GRIFFITHS, Elly   The house at Sea’s End. A Ruth Galloway investigation 
A team of archaeologists, investigating coastal erosion on the north Norfolk coast, unearth six 
bodies buried at the foot of a cliff. How long have they been there? What could have 
happened to them? Forensics expert Ruth Galloway and DCI Nelson are drawn together 
again to unravel the past. Tests reveal that the bodies have lain, preserved in the sand, for 
sixty years. The mystery of their deaths stretches back to the Second World War, a time when 
Great Britain was threatened by invasion. But someone wants the truth of the past to stay 
buried, and will go to any lengths to keep it that way...even murder.  
 
INDRIDASON, Arnaldur  Outrage 
In a flat near Reykjavík city centre, a young man lies dead in a pool of blood. There is no sign 
of a break-in: the only clues are a woman’s purple shawl, found under the bed in the next 
room, and a vial of prescription drugs in the victim´s pocket.With Detective Erlendur away in 
a remote part of Iceland, Detective Elínborg, who is already struggling to juggle family life 
and the relentless demands of her job, is assigned the case. Her investigation into the 
murdered man’s past soon uncovers a squalid tale of double lives, drug dealers and the 
unsolved disappearance of a young girl many years before. 
 
PATTERSON, James   Private London 
Sometimes when the nightmare ends – the terror is only just beginning… 
For Hannah Shapiro, a beautiful young American student, this particular nightmare began 
eight years ago in Los Angeles, when Jack Morgan, owner of Private – the world’s most 
exclusive detective agency – saved her from a horrific death. She has fled her country, but 
can’t flee her past. The terror has followed her to London, and now it is down to former 
Royal Military Police Sergeant Dan Carter, head of Private London, to save her all over 
again. 
 
RUSSELL, Leigh   Dead end (DI Geraldine Steel) 
When the corpse of Abigail Kirby is discovered, police are shocked to learn that the victim's 
tongue was cut out while she lay dying. Shortly after coming forward, a witness is blinded 
and murdered. Detective Inspector Geraldine Steel's flirtation with the pathologist on the case 
helps her to cope with the distress of finding out she was adopted at birth. Abigail Kirby's 
teenage daughter runs away from home to meet a girl who befriended her online. Too late, 
she realises she has made a dreadful mistake – a mistake that may cost her life. Detective 
Sergeant Ian Peterson uncovers a shocking secret. 
 
HISTORICAL NOVEL 
 
CLARK, Stuart   The sky’s dark labyrinth 
 At the dawn of the seventeenth century, the Sun revolved around the Earth according to 
God's plan and as set down in the Bible. Yet some men knew that the Heavens did not move 
as they should and began to believe exactly the opposite - a heresy punishable by being 
burned alive. The Sky's Dark Labyrinth follows the stories of Johannes Kepler - a German 
Lutheran and the first man to distill how stars and planets moved according to mathematical 
laws - and Galileo Galilei. An Italian Catholic, Galileo will try to claim Kepler's success for 
his own Church, but he finds himself enmeshed in a web of intrigue originating from within 
the Vatican itself 
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NOVEL 
 
BARNES, Julian    The sense of an ending 
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, 
they would navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in affectations, in-jokes, rumour 
and wit. Maybe Adrian was a little more serious than the others, certainly more intelligent, 
but they all swore to stay friends for life. Now Tony is in middle age. He’s had a career and a 
single marriage, a calm divorce. He’s certainly never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, 
is imperfect. It can always throw up surprises, as a lawyer’s letter is about to prove. 
 
BENSON, Peter   Two cows and a vanful of smoke 
When young Elliot gets a labourer's job at Mr Evans's after being sacked from a pig farm for 
liberating six of its sows, he thinks he'll have even more opportunities to lean on gates or 
stare at fields. But his best mate Spike keeps getting him into trouble, first by showing him 
what is being grown in a tucked-away polytunnel, and then turning up at his caravan's door 
with a van full of weed. As Elliot tries to help his friend get rid of the hot merchandise, they 
find themselves at the receiving end of a cruel cat-and-mouse game. 
 
CONNELLY, Cressida  My former heart 
When she grew up, Ruth would say that she could place the day that her mother had decided 
to go away. She didn’t know the actual date, but she recalled the occasion: it was on the 
afternoon of a wet day, early in 1942, during a visit to the cinema. She thought she could 
even pinpoint the exact moment at which Iris had made up her mind to go, leaving her only 
child behind. Neither of them could have guessed then that they would never live together 
again 
 
HOLLINGHURST, Alan  The stranger’s child 
In the late summer of 1913 the aristocratic young poet Cecil Valance comes to stay at ‘Two 
Acres’, the home of his close Cambridge friend George Sawle. The weekend will be one of 
excitements and confusions for all the Sawles, but it is on George’s sixteen-year-old sister 
Daphne that it will have the most lasting impact, when Cecil writes her a poem which will 
become a touchstone for a generation, an evocation of an England about to change for ever.  

JACKSON, Mick   The widow’s tale  
A newly-widowed woman has done a runner. She just jumped in her car, abandoned her 
(very nice) house in north London and kept on driving until she reached the Norfolk coast. 
Now she’s rented a tiny cottage and holed herself away there, if only to escape the ceaseless 
sympathy and insincere concern. She’s not quite sure, but thinks she may be having a bit of a 
breakdown. Or perhaps this sense of dislocation is perfectly normal in the circumstances. All 
she knows is that she can’t sleep and may be drinking a little more than she ought to 
  
LEVENE, Louise    Ghastly business 
1929. A girl is strangled in a London alley, the mangled corpse of a peeping Tom is found in 
a railway tunnel and the juicy details of the latest trunk murder are updated hourly in fresh 
editions of the evening papers. Into this insalubrious world steps Dora Strang, a doctor's 
daughter with an unmaidenly passion for anatomy. Denied her own medical career, she 
moves into lodgings with a hilarious, insecticidal landlady and begins life as filing clerk to 
the country's pre-eminent pathologist, Alfred Kemble. 
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MCCALL SMITH, Alexander Bertie plays the blues 
Domestic bliss seems in short supply at 44 Scotland Street. Over at the Pollocks, dad, Stuart, 
is harbouring a secret about a secret society and Bertie is feeling kind of blue. Having had 
enough of his neurotic hot-housing mother, he puts himself up for adoption on eBay. Will he 
go to the highest bidder or will he have to take matters into his own hands? Will the lovelorn 
Big Lou find true love on the internet? And will Angus Lordie and Domenica make it up the 
aisle? Catch up with all your favourite faces down in 44 Scotland Street as we follow their 
daily pursuit of a little happiness.  
 
MEDVI, Cornelius   Caroline: A mystery 
Mr Shaw works for an insurance company, at a desk, in an office, in a city. One year, during 
his family summer holiday, his world is turned upside down when he meets Caroline. 
Caroline, whose eyes a man could drown in. Caroline, who likes a spring onion or two. 
Caroline, who is in fact a donkey. 
 
MILLER, A.D    Snowdrops 
A stunning novel of moral ambiguity, uncertainty and corruption. Snowdrops. That's what the 
Russians call them - the bodies that float up into the light in the thaw. Drunks, most of them, 
and homeless people who just give up and lie down into the whiteness, and murder victims 
hidden in the drifts by their killers. Nick has a confession. When he worked as a high-flying 
British lawyer in Moscow, he was seduced by Masha, an enigmatic woman who led him 
through her city: the electric nightclubs and intimate dachas, the human kindnesses and state-
wide corruption.    Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2011 
 
MURAKAMI, Haruki   The wind-up bird chronicle 
Toru Okada's cat has disappeared and this has unsettled his wife, who is herself growing 
more distant every day. Then there are the increasingly explicit telephone calls he has started 
receiving. As this compelling story unfolds, the tidy suburban realities of Okada's vague and 
blameless life, spent cooking, reading, listening to jazz and opera and drinking beer at the 
kitchen table, are turned inside out, and he embarks on a bizarre journey, guided (however 
obscurely) by a succession of characters, each with a tale to tell. 
 
ONDAATJE, Michael  The cat’s table 
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy boards a huge liner bound for England – a ‘castle 
that was to cross the sea’. At mealtimes, he is placed at the lowly ‘Cat's Table’ with an 
eccentric group of grown-ups and two other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As the ship makes 
its way across the Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the  
around them, tumbling from one adventure and delicious discovery to another, ‘bursting all 
over the place like freed mercury’. And at night, the boys spy on a shackled prisoner – his 
crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them forever 
        
PICOULT, Jodi   Sing you home 
Zoe Baxter has spent ten years trying to get pregnant, and just when she's about to get her 
heart's desire, tragedy destroys her world. In the aftermath of loss and divorce, she throws 
herself into her career as a music therapist. Working with Vanessa, she finds their 
relationship moving from business, to friendship, and then - to Zoe's surprise - blossoming 
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into love. When Zoe allows herself to start thinking of children again, she remembers that 
there are still frozen embryos that she and her husband never used. 
 
RAISIN, Ross    Waterline 
Mick Little used to be a shipbuilder on the Glasgow yards. But as they closed one after 
another down the river, the search for work took him and his beloved wife Cathy to Australia, 
and back again, struggling for a living, longing for home. Thirty years later the yards are 
nearly all gone and Cathy is dead. And now Mick will have to find a new way to live: to get 
away, start again, and try to deal with the guilt he feels over her death. 
 
SIMPSON, Mona   My Hollywood 
My Hollywood tells the story of two women whose lives entwine and unfold behind the 
glittery surface of Hollywood. Claire, a composer and a new mother, comes to LA so her 
husband can follow his passion for writing television comedy. Suddenly the marriage-once a 
genuine 50/50 arrangement-changes, with Paul working long hours and Claire left at home 
with a baby, William, whom she adores but has no idea how to care for. Lola, a fifty-two-
year-old mother of five who is working in America to pay for her own children's higher 
education back in the Philippines, becomes their nanny. Lola stabilizes the rocky household 
and soon other parents try to lure her away.  
 
TAYLOR, D.T.   Derby day 
As the shadows lengthen over the June grass, all England is heading for Epsom Downs – high 
life and low life, society beauties and Whitechapel street girls, bookmakers and gypsies, 
hawkers and acrobats, punters and thieves. Whole families stream along the Surrey back-
roads, towards the greatest race of the year. Hopes are high, nerves are taut, hats are tossed in 
the air – this is Derby Day. 
 
TROLLOPE, Anthony  The Duke’s children 
Plantagenet Palliser, the Duke of Omnium and former Prime Minister of England, is 
widowed and wracked by grief. Struggling to adapt to life without his beloved Lady 
Glencora, he works hard to guide and support his three adult children. Palliser soon 
discovers, however, that his own plans for them are very different from their desires. Sent 
down from university in disgrace, his two sons quickly begin to run up gambling debts. His 
only daughter, meanwhile, longs passionately to marry the poor son of a county squire 
against her father's will. 
 
VANN, David    Caribou Island 
On a small island in a glacier-fed lake on Alaska's Kenai Peninsula, a marriage is unravelling. 
Gary, driven by thirty years of diverted plans, and Irene, haunted by a tragedy in her past, are 
trying to rebuild their life together. Following the outline of Gary's old dream, they're hauling 
logs out to Caribou Island in good weather and in terrible storms, in sickness and in health, to 
patch together the kind of cabin that drew them to Alaska in the first place. 
 
WRIGHT, Austin   Tony and Susan 
Fifteen years ago, Susan Morrow left her first husband Edward Sheffield. One day, 
comfortable in her home, and her second marriage, she receives, entirely out of the blue, a 
parcel containing the manuscript of her ex-husband's first novel. He writes asking her to read 
the book; she was always his best critic, he says. As Susan reads, she is drawn into the 
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fictional life of his character Tony Hastings, a maths professor driving his family to their 
summer house in Maine. And as we read with her, so are we. 
 
SHORT STORIES 
 
DRABBLE, Margaret   A day in the life of a smiling woman 
Novelist, critic and biographer, Margaret Drabble is one of the major literary figures of her 
generation. This collection shows her to be a leading practitioner of the art of the short story, 
presenting her complete short fiction for the first time in a single volume, spanning four 
decades, from 1964 to 2000. 
 
THRILLER 
 
CUSSLER, Clive 
& BLACKWOOD, Grant  The Kingdom (Fargo Adventure £) 
The husband-and-wife team of Sam and Remi Fargo are used to hunting for treasure, but they 
aren't used to hunting for people - until an investigator friend of theirs goes missing, and they 
promise to search for him. What they find, however, will be beyond anything they could have 
imagined. On a journey that will take them to Tibet, Nepal, China, Venice, and Siberia, the 
Fargos will find themselves embroiled with black market fossils, an ancient Tibetan kingdom, 
a lost landmass in the North Sea, stone-age ostrich egg shards inscribed in a cryptic language, 
a pair of battles separated by thousands of miles and hundreds of years...and a skeleton that 
could just turn the history of human evolution on its head. 
 
CUSSLER, Clive 
& BLACKWOOD, Grant  Lost empire (Fargo Adventure 2) 
While scuba diving in Tanzania, Sam and Remi Fargo come upon a relic belonging to a long-
lost Confederate ship. An anomaly about the relic sets them off chasing a mystery-but 
unknown to them, a much more powerful force is engaged in the same chase. Mexico's ruling 
party, the ultranationalist Mexica Tenochca, is intent on finding that artefact as well, because 
it contains a secret that could destroy the party utterly. The Fargos and their ruthless 
opponents pursue the hunt-but only one can win. And the penalty for failure is death. 
 
LUPTON, Rosamund   Sister 
Nothing can break the bond between sisters ...When Beatrice gets a frantic call in the middle 
of Sunday lunch to say that her younger sister, Tess, is missing, she boards the first flight 
home to London. But as she learns about the circumstances surrounding her sister's 
disappearance, she is stunned to discover how little she actually knows of her sister's life - 
and unprepared for the terrifying truths she must now face. The police, Beatrice's fiance and 
even their mother accept they have lost Tess but Beatrice refuses to give up on her. So she 
embarks on a dangerous journey to discover the truth, no matter the cost. 
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NON FICTION 
 
ARCHITECTURE 
 
PORTER, Bernard   The battle of the styles. George Gilbert Scott and the  
     FCO 
This title explores the controversy surrounding the design of the new Foreign Office in 
London during Britain's Imperial heyday. In 1855 it was decided to build a new block of 
government offices in London, starting with the Foreign and War Offices. The government 
offices competition came at what was probably - looking back on it - the zenith of Britain's 
confidence as a nation and international power. One would expect the mid-Victorians to have 
felt, firstly, pride in their current national situation; and secondly, the urge to commemorate 
this in the most important national building to be projected in twenty years.  
 
ART & DESIGN 
 
ALBRECHTSEN, Nicky 
& SOLANKE, Fola    Scarves 
Indispensable accessories and sought-after collectors items, scarves were an important 
innovation of 20th-century fashion, and were at the height of their popularity in the 1940s and 
1960s. This is the definitive work on scarves in the 20th century, featuring artist’s designs, 
important textile designers and designer brands, as well as the wider role of scarves in social 
history and advertising. 
 
MAIZELS, John   Raw creation. Outsider art and beyond 
It was the French artist Jean Dubuffet who first recognised that the work of folk creators, 
recluses and the 'mad' has a directness and invention rarely found in the work of trained 
artists. Questioning established ideas of madness and sanity, this lavishly illustrated book 
celebrates the untrammelled, visionary work of outsider artists such as Adolf Wolfi and 
Aloise Corbaz, folk artists such as Bill Taylor and Mose Tolliver, and the extraordinary 
constructions of unschooled architects who make Gaudi look conventional. 
 
WILCOX, Timothy   Samuel Palmer 
Samuel Palmer (1805-1881) is one of the best loved, but least understood, figures in British 
art. The bulk of his most original work was produced before he reached the age of thirty, but 
he continued to paint until his death in 1881. A romantic at heart, he lived on through most of 
the Victorian age, increasingly at odds with the world around him, yet sustained by the belief 
and the abiding values of beauty, of poetry and of landscape. This book is the first to examine 
critically Palmer's career, and to present his work within the artistic and cultural context of 
his times. 
 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY/BIOGRAPHY 
 
ACKERMAN, Diane   One hundred names for love. A stroke, a marriage, and  
     the language of healing 
Everyone who cherishes the gift of language will cherish Diane Ackerman's narrative 
masterpiece, an exquisitely written love story and medical miracle story, one that combines 
science, inspiration, wisdom and heart. One day Ackerman's husband, Paul West, an 
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exceptionally gifted wordsmith and intellectual, suffered a terrible stroke. When he regained 
awareness he was afflicted with aphasia-loss of language-and could utter only a single 
syllable: A" This triumphant book is both a humane and revealing addition to the medical 
literature on stroke and aphasia and an exquisitely written love story. 
 
AITKEN, Jonathan   John Newton. From disgrace to Amazing Grace 
John Newton was one of the most colourful figures of the 18th century. The author of the 
hymn 'Amazing Grace', he was the captain of a slave ship until a religious conversion during 
a storm at sea turned him into a passionate campaigner against the trade. Former cabinet 
minister Jonathan Aitken - himself no stranger to disgrace and redemption - draws on 
unpublished letters and diaries to understand how a man can experience so profound a change 
of heart.     
 
BOLT, Rodney   As good as God, as clever as the devil. The impossible  
     life of Mary Benson 
On Sunday 11 October 1896, Edward White Benson, Archbishop of Canterbury, insufferable 
to the end, died on his knees in church saying the Confession, after a life of relentless 
success. At that moment his wife Mary became nobody...All this is over, Mary wrote in her 
diary, it has fallen to pieces around us. Drawing on the diaries and novels of the Bensons 
themselves, as well as writings of contemporaries from George Eliot to Queen Victoria, 
Rodney Bolt tells the sometimes touching, sometimes hilarious, story of one lovable, brilliant 
woman and her trajectory through the often surprising opportunities and the remarkable 
limitations of a Victorian woman's life. 
 
CAMPBELL JOHNSON, Rachel 
     Mysterious wisdom. The life and work of Samuel 
     Palmer 
A devotee of the great visionary William Blake, Samuel Palmer became the lynchpin of the 
first British art movement. Leading a band of fellow artists - the brotherhood of Ancients - 
out of London to the village of Shoreham in Kent, he set out to create a new rural ideal. His 
paintings of slumbering shepherds and tumbling blossoms, of mystical cornfields and bright 
sickle moons, capture a world in which landscape and politics, religion and culture all meet. 
They reflect the concerns of the nineteenth century which his life spanned. In his day, like his 
mentor Blake, Samuel Palmer was much neglected. 
 
FRANK, Katherine   Crusoe: Daniel Defoe, Robert Knox and the  
     creation of a myth 
January, 1719. A man sits at a table, writing. Nearly sixty, Daniel Defoe is troubled with gout 
and 'the stone', burdened with a large family and debts, mired in political controversy and 
legal threats. But for the moment he is preoccupied by a younger man on a barren shore - 
Robinson Crusoe.Several miles south another old man, Robert Knox, sits bent over a heavy 
volume - the only book he has written, published nearly forty years before. The large folio is 
now worn and tattered, crammed with extra pages covered in notes and emendations. 
 
GRAHAM-DIXON, Andrew   Caravaggio. A life sacred and profane 
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio lived the darkest and most dangerous life of any of the 
great painters. The worlds of Milan, Rome and Naples through which Caravaggio moved and 
which Andrew Graham-Dixon describes brilliantly in this book, are those of cardinals and 
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whores, prayer and violence. On the streets surrounding the churches and palaces, brawls and 
swordfights were regular occurrences. In the course of this desperate life Caravaggio created 
the most dramatic paintings of his age, using ordinary men and women - often prostitutes and 
the very poor - to model for his depictions of classic religious scenes. 
 
HAY, David    God’s biologist 
This timely biography uncovers the link between Hardy s worldly success as an empirical 
scientist and his lifelong preoccupation with religion. As a pupil of Julian Huxley, grandson 
of Darwin s greatest supporter, T.H. Huxley, he was a thoroughly orthodox adherent of the 
Darwinian account of evolution. At the same time his own religious experience led him to 
propose a ground-breaking resolution of the troubled relationship between the theory of 
evolution and religion. Hardy was by temperament an exuberant and joyful man, and at one 
level the unfolding story of his life reads like a rip-roaring schoolboy yarn. 
 
HOLLIS, Matthew   Now all roads lead to France. The last years of Edward  
     Thomas 
Edward Thomas was perhaps the most beguiling and influential of First World War poets. 
Now All Roads Lead to France is an account of his final five years, centred on his 
extraordinary friendship with Robert Frost and Thomas's fatal decision to fight in the war. 
The book also evokes an astonishingly creative moment in English literature, when London 
was a battleground for new, ambitious kinds of writing. A generation that included W. B. 
Yeats, Ezra Pound, Robert Frost and Rupert Brooke were 'making it new' - vehemently and 
pugnaciously. These larger-than-life characters surround a central figure, tormented by his 
work and his marriage.  
 
MACCARTHY, F   The last Pre-Raphaelite. Edward Burne-Jones and the  
     Victorian imagination 
The angels on our Christmas cards, the stained glass in our churches, the great paintings in 
our galleries, Edward Burne-Jones's work is all around us. The most admired British artist of 
his generation, he was a leading figure with Oscar Wilde in the aesthetic movement of the 
1880s, inventing what became a widespread 'Burne-Jones look'. In this gripping book Fiona 
MacCarthy explores and re-evaluates his art and life, his battle against vicious public 
hostility, the romantic susceptibility to female beauty that would inspire his art and ruin his 
marriage, his ill health and depressive sensibility, the devastating rift with his great friend and 
collaborator William Morris as their views on art and politics diverged. 
 
MAYHEW SMITH, Nick  Britain’s holiest places 
Britain's Holiest Places reveals the astonishing spiritual heritage lying hidden in every corner 
of our country. The result of a five-year journey from Orkney to the Channel Islands, it opens 
up a remarkable landscape shaped by centuries of faith. There is something to surprise and 
enlighten anyone with a sense of the sacred - from miraculous healing pools, astounding 
works of devotional art, mysterious natural features, world-famous shrines, grand cathedrals 
to the humblest of country churches. It includes 500 places in England, Wales and Scotland. 
 
MOYLE, Franny   Constance. The tragic and scandalous life of Mrs. Oscar  
     Wilde 
In the spring of 1895 the life of Constance Wilde changed irrevocably. Up until the 
conviction of her husband, Oscar, for homosexual crimes, she had held a privileged position 
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in society. Part of a gilded couple, she was a popular children's author, a fashion icon, and a 
leading campaigner for women's rights. A founding member of the magical society the 
Golden Dawn, her pioneering and questioning spirit encouraged her to sample some of the 
more controversial aspects of her time. Mrs Oscar Wilde was a phenomenon in her own right. 
 
OAKLEY, Ann   A critical woman. Barbara Wootton, social science and 
     public policy in the twentieth century 
Barbara Wootton was one of the extraordinary public figures of the twentieth century. She 
was an outstanding social scientist, an architect of the welfare state, an iconoclast who 
challenged conventional wisdoms and the first woman to sit on the Woolsack in the House of 
Lords. Ann Oakley has written a fascinating and highly readable account of the life and work 
of this singular woman, but the book goes much further.  
 
PEACOCK, Molly   The paper garden. Mrs Delany begins her life’s work at  
     72. 
Mary Delany was seventy-two years old when she noticed a petal drop from a geranium. In a 
flash of inspiration, she picked up her scissors and cut out a paper replica of the petal, 
inventing the art of collage. It was the summer of 1772, in England. During the next ten years 
she completed nearly a thousand cut-paper botanicals (which she called mosaicks) so 
accurate that botanists still refer to them. Poet-biographer Molly Peacock uses close-ups of 
these brilliant collages in The Paper Garden to track the extraordinary life of Delany, friend 
of Swift, Handel, Hogarth, and even Queen Charlotte and King George III. How did this 
remarkable role model for late blooming manage it?  
 
RHODES, Margaret   The final curtsey 
This is the intimate and revealing autobiography of Margaret Rhodes, the first cousin of 
Queen Elizabeth II and the niece of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. Margaret was born 
into the Scottish aristocracy, into a now almost vanished world of privilege. This is a 
fascinating account of a special life, with the author's family relationships to nobility and 
royalty, her long and special marriage, her children and grandchildren and a life lived to the 
full. 
 
SHEFFIELD, Gary   The Chief. Douglas Haig and the British army 
Douglas Haig is the single most controversial general in British history. In 1918, after the 
armies he commanded had played such an important part in helping to win the First World 
War, he was feted as the saviour of his country. On his death in 1928 he was mourned as a 
national hero. But within ten years his reputation was in ruins. It has never fully recovered. 
His name has become a byword for military incompetence, a callous and brutal ‘donkey’ who 
led the ‘lions’ of the British Army to their deaths in the trenches.  
 
CHURCHES 
 
BETJEMAN, John Sir  
& SURMAN, Richard   Betjeman’s best British churches 
A beautiful and practical up-to-date guide to over two thousand of Britain’s best parish 
churches. Although now most famous for his poetry, Sir John Betjeman’s great passion was 
churches. For over fifty years his guide, regularly updated, has been the eminent authority 
and the most distinguished guide to the best churches to visit. 
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This new edition, in full colour throughout and illustrated with over 350 specially 
commissioned photographs, covers over 2,500 of the very best churches in England, Scotland 
and Wales.    Reference only 
 
SAUNDERS, Matthew  Saving churches. Friends of friendless churches 
The Friends of Friendless Churches exist to save beautiful and historic places of worship 
from demolition or degradation. Founded in 1957 by the devout journalist and author Ivor 
Bulmer-Thomas, the Friends now own thirty-eight former places of worship, half in England, 
half in Wales, which they preserve, undertake repair on where necessary and make accessible 
as peaceful spaces to visitors and the local community. 
 
CAMPING 
 
De Abaitua, Matthew   The art of camping. The history and practice of sleeping  
     under the stars.  
Could there be another way of life? Can I survive with less stuff? Should I run for the hills? 
These are all good questions that people have asked before, throughout history, and which 
have inspired people to set up camp. But now camping is part of the drive for self-
sufficiency, a reaction against mass tourism, a chance to connect with the land, to experience 
a community, to leave no trace…From packing to pitching, with hikes into the deep history 
of the subject and encounters with the great campers and camping movements of the past, this 
is the only book you'll need to pack when you next head off to sleep under the stars. 
 
CHINA 
 
DIKOTTER, Frank   Mao’s great famine 
Between 1958 and 1962, 45 million Chinese people were worked, starved or beaten to death. 
Mao Zedong threw his country into a frenzy with the Great Leap Forward, an attempt to 
catch up with and overtake the Western world in less than fifteen years. It lead to one of the 
greatest catastrophes the world has ever known. Dikotter's extraordinary research within 
Chinese archives brings together for the first time what happened in the corridors of power 
with the everyday experiences of ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and 
disenfranchised. 
 
DIARIES 
 
MALCOLMSON, P   Nella Last n the 1950s. Further diaries of Housewife 49 
Picking up where bestseller Nella Last's Peace left off, this fascinating diary from the 1950s 
delves into the thoughts, feelings and daily life of housewife, mother and skilful narrator 
Nella Last, as well as that of her family, friends and neighbours. 
 
MULLINS, Chris   A walk-on part. Diaries 1994-1999 
The third and final volume of Chris Mullin's acclaimed diaries begins on the night John 
Smith died in May 1994, and continues until the moment of Mullin's assumption into 
government in July 1999. Together with the best selling A View from the Foothills and 
Decline & Fall, the complete trilogy covers the rise and fall of New Labour from start to 
finish. 
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DRAMA 
 
FRIEL, Brian    Dancing at Lughnasa 
It is 1936 and harvest time in County Donegal. In a house just outside the village of Ballybeg 
live the five Mundy sisters, barely making ends meet, their ages ranging from twenty-six up 
to forty. The two male members of the household are brother Jack, a missionary priest, 
repatriated from Africa by his superiors after 25 years, and the seven-year-old child of the 
youngest sister. In depicting two days in the life of this menage, Brian Friel evokes not 
simply the interior landscape of a group of human beings trapped in their domestic situation, 
but the wider landscape, interior and exterior, Christian and pagan, of which they are a part. 
 
GARDENS 
 
RICHARDSON, Tim   Garden book  
Ranging over centuries and over continents - from Sennacherib's Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon, through Le Notre's Versailles and Capability Brown's Blenheim to Charles Jencks's 
Garden of Cosmic Speculation - this is a comprehensive, illustrated A-Z of 500 of the world's 
most influential garden makers - designers, patrons and owners - and landscape artists such as 
Andy Goldsworthy. Each full page entry comprises a brief commentary of the designer's 
work and a reproduction of a plan, painting or photograph of his or her finest garden. 
 
HISTORY 
 
FOX, Julia    Sister queens. Katherine of Aragon and Juana  
     Queen of Castile 
Katherine of Aragon, Henry VIII's first bride, has become an icon: the betrayed wife, the 
revered Queen, the devoted mother, a woman callously cast aside by a selfish husband 
besotted by his strumpet of a mistress. Her sister, Juana of Castile, wife of Philip of 
Burgundy and mother of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, the most powerful man in 
Renaissance Europe, is still more of a legend. She is 'Juana the Mad', the wife so passionately 
in love with her husband that she could not bear to be parted from him even by death, 
keeping his coffin by her side for year upon year. They were Sister Queens…  
    
HAMMOND, Peter   Richard III and the Bosworth campaign 
On 22 August 1485 the forces of the Yorkist king Richard III and his Lancastrian opponent 
Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond clashed at Bosworth Field in Leicestershire in one of the 
decisive battles of English history. Richard was defeated and killed. Henry took the crown as 
Henry VII, established the Tudor dynasty and set English history on a new course. For the 
last 500 years this, the most famous battle of the Wars of the Roses, has excited passionate 
interest and continuing controversy.  
 
HAZEL, Alastair   The last slave market. Dr John Kirk and the struggle to  
     end the East African Slave trade 
John Kirk was the only companion of David Livingstone to emerge untainted from the 
disastrous, often fatal expedition up the Zambesi River between 1859 and 1863. Three years 
later, Kirk returned to Africa, to the notorious island of Zanzibar, ancient source of slave 
trafficking from Africa to the Middle East. Half a century after the abolition of slave trading 
had been passed into British law, this commerce continued to exist on Africa's east coast, 
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tolerated and even connived at by Britain's empire on the Indian Ocean. But Kirk, appointed 
as medical officer to the British Consulate in Zanzibar, could do nothing. 
 
TAYLOR, Frederick   Berlin wall 
For three decades, the Berlin Wall brutally cut a city of 4 million in two. Ostensibly built as a 
defence against capitalist aggression, in reality to imprison the population of the East, it 
brought the world to the brink of nuclear annihilation. Weaving together official history, 
archive research and personal testimonies, the bestselling author of Dresden recounts the 
grim drama of its construction, the political intrigues and personal tragedies that took place in 
its shadow, and the heady days of its demolition.  
 
HOME 
 
MCCLOUD, Kevin   Kevin McCloud’s 43 principles of home.Kevin  
In this lavish and inspirational yet also practical book Kevin explores all areas of domestic 
living, from materialism to sustainability, craftsmanship to comfort. In his witty, wide-
ranging commentary on the way we live now, the things we have gained and lost, Kevin’s 
beautifully written text brings insight and understanding. 
Crucially, however, he also offers up his 43 principles of home life – each one addressing 
very real and solvable domestic issues. What is the perfect kitchen layout? How to create a 
feeling of space in traditionally sized rooms? How to create an extension that works?  
 
HUMOUR 
 
HODGKINSON, Tom  Brave old world. A month-by month guide to husbandry
     or the fine art of looking after yourself  
Drawing on the wisdom of an eclectic range of thinkers and writers, on medieval calendars 
and manorial records, and, as ever, on Tom's own honestly recounted and frequently 
imperfect attempts to travel the road to self-sufficiency, Brave Old World is designed to give 
us all hope. Why, he asks, shouldn't we return to the ideals of a pre-capitalist, pre-Puritan, 
pre-consumerist world of feasting, dancing, horse-riding, wood-chopping, fire-laying, 
poultry-rearing, bartering, bread-baking and bee-keeping?From January to December, Brave 
Old World charts the progress of a year in pursuit of the pleasures of the past, 
   
INTERNET/PSYCHOLOGY 
 
CARR, Nicholas    The shallows. How the internet is changing the way we  
      think, read and remember 
In this ground-breaking and compelling book, Nicholas Carr argues that not since Gutenberg 
invented printing has humanity been exposed to such a mind-altering technology. The 
Shallows draws on the latest research to show that the Net is literally re-wiring our brains 
inducing only superficial understanding. As a consequence there are profound changes in the 
way we live and communicate, remember and socialise - even in our very conception of 
ourselves.  
 
JOURNEYS 
 
SINCLAIR, Iain   Ghost milk. Calling time on the grand project 
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Beginning in his east London home many years before it will be invaded by the Olympian 
machinery of global capitalism, Sinclair strikes out near and far in search of the forgotten and 
erased. He travels from the mouth of the Thames to Oxford, crosses Morecambe Bay in the 
footsteps of drowned Chinese cockle pickers, and visits an Athenian, post-Olympics 
landscape of vast and deserted stadia. Stories of police raids and mass expulsions jostle with 
accounts of failed grand projects: the Millennium Dome, Thames Gateway, and numerous 
other half-completed, ill-advised or abandoned structures.  
 
MEMOIR 
 
JEFFERSON, Peter    And now the shipping forecast 
Peter Jefferson presented the Shipping Forecast for over 40 years, and his familiar voice 
continues to be heard reading quotations on Radio 4's "Quote/Unquote". This book is both an 
affectionate memoir and an account of the science behind the forecast: Peter explains how it 
came about, who collects all the information and what it's like to read this bulletin.  
 
MYTHOLOGY 
 
WROE, Ann    Orpheus. The song of life 
For at least two and a half millennia, the figure of Orpheus has haunted humanity. Half-man, 
half-god, musician, magician, theologian, poet and lover, his story never leaves us. He may 
be myth, but his lyre still sounds, entrancing everything that hears it: animals, trees, water, 
stones, and men. In this extraordinary work Ann Wroe goes in search of Orpheus, from the 
forests where he walked and the mountains where he worshipped to the artefacts, texts and 
philosophies built up round him. She traces the man, and the power he represents, through the 
myriad versions of a fantastical life: his birth in Thrace, his studies in Egypt, his voyage with 
the Argonauts to fetch the Golden Fleece, his love for Eurydice and journey to Hades, and his 
terrible death.  
 
NATURAL HISTORY & SCIENCE 
 
ALBERTI, Fay Bound  Matters of the heart. History, medicine and emotion 
The heart is the most symbolic organ of the human body. Across cultures it is seen as the site 
of emotions, as well as the origin of life. We feel emotions in the heart, from the heart-
stopping sensation of romantic love to the crushing sensation of despair.With reference to 
historical interpretations of such key concepts as gender, emotion, subjectivity and the self, it 
also addresses the shifting relationship from heart to brain as competing centres of emotion in 
the West. 
 
BRADSHAW, John   In defence of dogs 
The dog has been mankind's faithful companion for tens of thousands of years, yet today 
finds itself in crisis throughout the western world. Until just over a hundred years ago, most 
dogs worked for their living, and each of the many breeds had become well suited, over 
countless generations, to the task for which they were bred. Now, in their purely domestic 
roles we fail to understand their needs. Biologists now know far more about what really 
makes dogs tick than they did twenty years ago, but this new understanding has been slow to 
percolate through to owners, and has not yet made enough of a difference to the lives of the 
dogs themselves. This book is here to set the record straight. 
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COHEN, Richard   Chasing the sun. The epic story of the star that gave us  
     life. 
The Sun is so powerful, so much bigger than us, that it is a terrifying subject. Yet though we 
depend on it, we take it for granted. Amazingly the first book of its kind, Chasing the Sun is a 
cultural and scientific history of our relationship with the star that gives us life. Richard 
Cohen, travels from the ancient Greek astronomers to modern-day solar scientists, from 
Stonehenge to Antarctica (site of the solar eclipse of 2003, when penguins were said to sing), 
Mexico's Aztecs to the Norwegian city of Tromso, where for two months of the year there is 
no Sun at all. 
 
GRIBBON, John   The Fellowship and the story of a scientific revolution 
John Gribbin's account of the founding of the Royal Society is the story of a scientific 
revolution: in 17th century England, a superstitious world filled with civil war, plague and 
fire, a group of 'natural philosophers' including William Gilbert, Christopher Wren and Isaac 
Newton, began to meet and to develop a new method of thinking, based on proof and 
experiment, which continues to change the world 350 years later. Felt-tip mark on lower 
trimmed edge. 
 
STRINGER, Chris   The origin of our species 
In this ground-breaking book Chris Stringer sets out to answer all the big questions in the 
debate about our origins. How can we define modern humans, and how can we recognise our 
beginnings in the fossil and archaeological record? How can we accurately date fossils, 
including ones beyond the range of radiocarbon dating? What do the genetic data really tell 
us? Were our origins solely in Africa? Are modern humans a distinct species from ancient 
people such as the Neanderthals? And what contact did our ancestors have with them? 
 
VALENZE, Deborah   Milk. A local and global history 
How did an animal product that spoils easily, carries disease, and causes digestive trouble for 
many of its consumers become a near-universal symbol of modern nutrition? In the first 
cultural history of milk, historian Deborah Valenze traces the rituals and beliefs that have 
governed milk production and consumption since its use in the earliest societies. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY/NATURAL HISTORY 
 
EDMAIER, Bernhard   Patterns of the earth 
The Earth's crust has been sculpted into an extraordinary variety of textures by the elements. 
Edmaier's collection of aerial photographs, with captions by geologist Angelika Jung-Huttl, 
ranges the globe from Iceland to Ethiopia, Alaska to New Zealand, exploring the fissures, 
fractures, grooves, craters and channels etched into rock, ice, sand and tundra. These 
bizarrely beautiful formations will inspire artists and designers, and encourage us to see our 
planet with fresh eyes. 
 
HANNAVY, John   Great photographic journeys 
The intrepid photographers who took their cameras to remote corners of the world brought 
back images which amazed their peers. Photographer and historian John Hannavy has 
recreated some of their epic journeys - travelling to Scotland along the route followed by 
William Henry Fox Talbot in 1844; recreating Charles Kinnear and Thomas Melville Raven's 
1857 journeys to France; exploring the Nile from Cairo to Abu Simbel along the route 
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Francis Frith followed between 1856 and 1859; travelling through Russia and the Ukraine as 
Roger Fenton did in 1852 and 1855; across India from Calcutta to Simla following Samuel 
Bourne's 1863 account of his travels; and exploring China and Cyprus as John Thomson did 
between 1863 and 1878. 
 
POETRY 
 
CREW, Bob    Sea poems. A seafarer anthology. 
Beginning with John Masefield's Sea Fever, Bob Crew introduces his own selection of 
British and American sea poems. Some are narratives about seafaring, while others 
incorporate sea imagery in poetry that has nothing to do with maritime matters, 
demonstrating how the sea has so often influenced and inspired land-based poets. 
 
EMERY, Chris   Poets in view. A visual anthology of 50 classic poems 
Arranged chronologically, from Sir Thomas Wyatt (c1503-1542) to Rudyard Kipling (1865-
1936), this anthology presents portraits of 50 British and Irish poets, together with one of 
each writer's finest poems. The full-page reproductions include Peter Lely's portrait of Aphra 
Behn accompanying The Libertine; William Blake's portrait of William Cowper with To 
Mary Unwin; Robert Browning by Dante Gabriel Rosetti, accompanying Home Thoughts, 
from Abroad and WB Yeats by Augustus John, with The Lake Isle of Innisfree. 
 
MAGUEL, Alberto   Homer’s “The Iliad and the Odyssey”. A book that 
     Shook the world. 
The stories of the Trojan war and Helen of Troy, Patrolcus and Achilles, the Sirens and the 
Cyclops are embedded in western culture, yet readers often fail to recognise that they were 
made famous by two epic poems, "The Iliad" and "The Odyssey", and one blind poet: 
Homer.Starting with their inception in ancient Greece, Homer's "The Iliad" and "The 
Odyssey" demonstrates these poems reverberate through the western canon, from the Rome 
of Virgil and Horace to Joyce's Dublin and Derek Walcott's Carribean, via Dante and Racine. 
In this lyrical and graceful book, Alberto Manguel delights in the original poems and 
celebrates their presence throughout history. 
 
THWAITE, Anthony   The ruins of time 
A collection of poetry dedicated to great ruins, the physical icons of a romantic engagement 
with the past. 
 
SEAFARING 
 
MARSDEN, Philip   The levelling sea. The story of a Cornish  
     haven in the age of sail  
Within the space of few years, during the 1560s and 1570s, a maritime revolution took place 
in England that would contribute more than anything to the transformation of the country 
from a small rebel state on the fringes of Europe into a world power. Until then, it was said, 
there was only one Englishman capable of sailing across the Atlantic. Yet within ten years an 
English ship with an English crew was circumnavigating the world. At the same time in 
Cornwall, in the Fal estuary, just a single building – a lime kiln – existed where the port of 
Falmouth would emerge. Yet by the end of the eighteenth century, Falmouth would be one of 
the busiest harbours in the world. 
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READING 
 
ULIN, David L   The lost art of reading. Why books matter in a  
     distracted time 
Los Angeles Times book critic David Ulin would readily admit that what, how, and why one 
reads inevitably change over time. What concerns him is that the act of reading is itself now 
being changed by the times. The quiet space we require for reading "seems increasingly 
elusive in our over-networked society," he writes, "where … it is not contemplation we desire 
but an odd sort of distraction, distraction masquerading as being in the know." I have suffered 
from a form of this allergy to deep engagement and its corollary need for "information"; for 
the better part of the past decade I mostly engaged with books indirectly, distractedly, 
through journalistic reviews of the kind Ulin writes so capably.    
  
RELICS 
 
CHERRY, John  The holy thorn reliquary 
Made in gold and enamel and decorated with precious stones, the Holy Thorn Reliquary 
depicts the salvation of mankind through the sacrifice of Christ. It was commissioned around 
140010 by Jean, duc de Berry, a member of the French royal family, to house a single thorn 
from the relic of Christs Crown of Thorns. Having left the dukes possession, it was recorded 
in Vienna from around 1544 until the 1860s, eventually being acquired by a member of the 
wealthy Rothschild family, with its true identity remaining undiscovered until the twentieth 
century.  
 
FREEMAN, Charles   Holy bones, holy dust. How relics shaped the history of  
     Medieval Europe 
Relics were everywhere in medieval society. Saintly morsels such as bones, blood, milk, hair, 
teeth, and clothes, and items like the Crown of Thorns, coveted by Louis IX of France, were 
thought to bring the believer closer to the saint who might intercede with God on his or her 
behalf. In the first comprehensive history in English of the rise of relic cults, Charles 
Freeman takes readers on a vivid, fast-paced journey from Constantinople to the northern 
Isles of Scotland over the course of a millennium. In 'Holy Bones, Holy Dust', Freeman 
illustrates that the pervasiveness and variety of relics answered very specific needs of 
ordinary people across a darkened Europe under threat of political upheavals, disease, and 
hellfire.  
 
ROME AND THE ROMANS 
 
HUGHES, Robert    Rome 
Rome - as a city, as an empire, as an enduring idea - is in many ways the origin of everything 
Robert Hughes has spent his life thinking and writing about with such dazzling irreverence 
and exacting rigour. In this magisterial book he traces the city's history from its mythic 
foundation with Romulus and Remus to Fascism, Fellini and beyond 
 
WATKIN, David    The Roman Forum 
'Watkin traces, eruditely but with an agreeably light touch, the history of what we see and 
what we have lost ... this charming book reveals much about the history of its subject' Allan 
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Massie, Literary Review David Watkin shows the famous Roman Forum as it stood for 
hundreds of years, celebrated in the haunting engravings of Piranesi and the romantic views 
of the Grand Tour, not the archaeological building site it has become. With a radical 
reappraisal he teaches us to see the Forum with new eyes and helps us to rediscover its rich 
history during and since antiquity and that of the remarkable buildings which later centuries 
have added. 
 
SCOTLAND 
 
STEEL, Tom    The life and death of St Kilda. 
The extraordinary story of the UK’s most gruelling and spectacularly beautiful islands. 
Situated at the westernmost point of the United Kingdom, the spectacularly beautiful but 
utterly bleak island of St Kilda is familiar to virtually nobody. A lonely archipelago off the 
coast of Scotland, it is hard to believe that for over two thousand years, men and women lived 
here, cut off from the rest of the world. With a population never exceeding two hundred in its 
history, the St Kildans were fiercely self-sufficient. An intensely religious people, they 
climbed cliffs from childhood and caught birds for food. Their sense of community was 
unparalleled and isolation enveloped their day-to-day existence. 
 
SOCIAL HISTORY  
 
FRITH, Valerie (ed)   Women and history. Voices of early modern England 
This first volume in the Illuminated Texts series presents an anthology of private letters and 
journals, published memoirs and reflections, trial transcripts and court depositions that 
illuminate the world of 17th and 18th century English women. Part I comprises texts drawn 
from legal records, including depositions by servants and infanticide trials of single mothers; 
while Part II shows educated women, among them a botanist and a businesswoman, coming 
to terms with gender ideology in their letters and journals. 
 
KNIGHT, Lyn   Lemon sherbert and dolly blue. The story of an accidental  
    family 
 150 Station Road, Wheeldon Mill - a short stride across the Chesterfield Canal in the heart of 
Derbyshire - was home to the Nash family and their corner shop, which served a small 
mining community with everything from Brasso and Dolly Blue, to cheap dress rings and 
bright sugary sweets. But just as this was no ordinary home, theirs was no ordinary family. 
Lynn Knight tells the remarkable story of the three adoptions within it: of her great-
grandfather, a fairground boy, given away when his parents left for America in 1865; of her 
great-aunt, rescued from an Industrial School in 1909, and of her mother, adopted as a baby 
in 1930, and brought to Chesterfield from London.  
 
THE TITANIC 
 
WILSON, Frances  How to survive the Titanic or the sinking of J. Bruce Ismay 
Books have been written, films made, we have raised the Titanic and watched her go down 
again on numerous occasions, but out of the wreckage Frances Wilson spins a new epic: 
when the ship hit the iceberg on 14 April 1912 and a thousand men prepared to die, J Bruce 
Ismay, the ship's owner and inheritor of the White Star fortune, jumped into a lifeboat with 
the women and children and rowed away to safety. Accused of cowardice, Ismay became, 
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according to one headline, 'The Most Talked-of Man in the World'. The first victim of a press 
hate campaign, his reputation never recovered and while other survivors were piecing 
together their accounts, Ismay never spoke of his beloved ship again... 
 
TRAVEL 
 
STASIUK, Andrzej   On the road to Babadag. Travels in the other Europe 
Andrzej Stasiuk is a restless and indefatigable traveller. His journeys, by car, train, bus, ferry, 
take him from his native Poland to small towns and villages with unfamiliar yet evocative 
names in Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, Albania, Moldova and Ukraine. ‘The heart 
of my Europe,’ he writes ‘beats in Sokolów, Podlaskie and in Husi, not in Vienna.’ ‘Where 
did Moldova end and Transylvania begin,’ he wonders, as he is being driven at breakneck 
speed in a hundred-year-old Audi, loose wires hanging from the dashboard – by a driver in 
shorts and bare feet, a cross swinging on his chest. 
 
WORLD WAR I 
 
HOCHSCHILD, Adam To end all wars. How the First World War divided Britain 
Adam Hochschild follows a group of characters connected by blood ties, close friendships or 
personal enmities and shows how the war exposed the divisions between them.  They include 
the brother and sister whose views on the war could not have been more diametrically 
opposed – he a career soldier, she a committed pacifist; the politician whose job was to send 
young men who refused conscription to prison, yet whose godson was one of those young 
men and the suffragette sisters, one of whom passionately supported the war and one of 
whom was equally passionately opposed to it.   
 
HUTTON, John   August 1914. Surrender at St Quentins 
This is a history of a notorious episode during the retreat of the British Expeditionary Force 
from Mons all the way down to the Marne and beyond in late August 1914. It concerns 
elements of the 1st Royal Warwickshire Regiment and the 2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers of 10th 
Infantry Brigade (4th Division), who dragged themselves, bewildered and exhausted, into the 
town of St Quentin after managing to get away from the battle at Le Cateau on 26 August. 
Their commanding officers Lieutenant Colonels John Elkington and Arthur Mainwaring, in 
the belief that the town was now surrounded by Germans, that their men were in no fit state 
to move any further and wishing to avoid casualties to the civilian population, arranged with 
the mayor to surrender their force.  
 
STEVENSON, David   With our backs to the wall. Victory and defeat in 1918 
At the end of 1917 Britain and France faced a strategic nightmare. Their great offensives 
against Germany had been calamitous, leaving hundreds of thousands of young men dead and 
wounded for negligible territorial gains. Despite America's entry into the war the US army 
remained tiny, the Italian army had been routed, and Russia had dropped out of the conflict. 
The Central Powers now dominated Central and Eastern Europe, and Germany could move 
over forty divisions to the Western Front. Yet only one year later, on 11 November 1918, the 
fighting ended in a decisive Allied victory. In his new book David Stevenson retells the story 
of the final year of the First World War and, in a remarkable and fascinating piece of original 
research, goes to the roots of this dramatic reversal of fortune, analysing the reasons for 
Allied success and the collapse of Germany and its partners. 
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WORLD WAR II 
 
KERSHAW, Ian   The end. Hitler’s Germany, 1944-45 
The last months of the Second World War were a nightmarish time to be alive. Unimaginable 
levels of violence destroyed entire cities. Millions died or were dispossessed. By all kinds of 
criteria it was the end: the end of the Third Reich and its terrible empire but also, 
increasingly, it seemed to be the end of European civilization itself. In his gripping, 
revelatory new book Ian Kershaw describes these final months, from the failed attempt to 
assassinate Hitler in July 1944 to the German surrender in May 1945. 
  
MILLGATE, Helen D   Got any gum chum? GI’s in wartime Britain. 
'Overpaid, oversexed and over here', went the joke when US soldiers and airmen first arrived 
in war-torn Britain in 1942. But what was it like for these young men, thousands of miles 
from home, amid a reserved and suspicious population whose attitudes and accents they 
found bewildering? Drawing on personal memories, and lavishly illustrated with wartime 
photographs, this absorbing book explores both the tensions and the warm friendship that 
arose between the 'two nations separated by a common language'. 
 
MOOREHEAD, Caroline  A train in winter. A story of resistance,  
     friendship and survival 
On an icy dawn morning in Paris in January 1943, a group of 230 French women resisters 
were rounded up from the Gestapo detention camps and sent on a train to Auschwitz - the 
only train, in the four years of German occupation, to take women of the resistance to a death 
camp. The youngest was a schoolgirl of 15, the eldest a farmer's wife of 68; there were 
among them teachers, biochemists, sales girls, secretaries, housewives and university 
lecturers. The women turned to one another, finding solace and strength in friendship and 
shared experience. They supported and cared for one another, worked together, and faced the 
horror together. Forty-nine of them came home.  
 
REID, Anna    Leningrad. Tragedy of a city under siege, 
     1941-44 
On 8 September 1941, eleven short weeks after Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa, his 
brutal surprise attack on the Soviet Union, Leningrad was surrounded. The siege would not 
be lifted for two and a half years and during the 872 days of blockade and bombardment as 
many as two million Soviet lives would be lost. Had the city fallen, the history of the Second 
World War - and of the twentieth century - would have been very different. Leningrad is a 
gripping narrative history interwoven with personal stories - immediate accounts of daily 
siege life drawn from diarists and memoirists on both sides.  
 
SMITH, Daniel   The spade as mighty as the sword 
After food rationing was introduced in 1940, and German U-boats began threatening 
merchant shipping bringing in essential foodstuffs, the Ministry of Agriculture decided 
something had to be done to make the kitchens of Britain more self-sufficient. The result was 
one of Britain’s most successful propaganda campaigns – Dig for Victory – encouraging 
every man and woman to turn their garden, or even the grass verge in their street, over to 
cultivating vegetables. By 1942 half the population were taking part, and even the Royal 
Family had sacrificed their rose beds for growing onions.  
 


