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FICTION 
 
 
CRIME 
 
BEATON, M.C.   Agatha Rasin. As the pig turns 
Winter Parva, a traditional Cotswolds village next door to Carsely, has decided to throw a 
celebratory hog roast to mark the beginning of the winter holiday festivities and Agatha 
Raisin has arrived with friend and rival in the sleuthing business, Toni, to enjoy the 
merriment. But as the spit pig is carried towards the bed of fiery charcoal Agatha - and the 
rest of the village - realise that things aren't as they seem... Very quickly it transpires that the 
spit pig is in fact Gary Beech, a policeman not much loved in Winter Parva. 
 
CHEVALLIER, Gabriel  Fear 
First published in 1930, Fear graphically describes the terrible experiences of soldiers during 
World War I. It tells the story of Jean Dartemont, a young man called up in 1915. He is not a 
rebel, but neither is he awed by hierarchical authority. After an exceedingly short training 
period, he refuses to follow his platoon and is sent to Artois and the trenches. With absolute 
realism, Gabriel Chevallier depicts what he experienced every day, for months: violence, 
blood, death, bodies ... One day, he is wounded, evacuated and hospitalised. The nurses 
consider it their duty to stimulate the soldiers' fighting spirit, and so ask Jean what he did at 
the front. He replies: 'I WAS AFRAID'. 
 
CROMBIE, Deborah   No mark upon her 
Olympic rowing hopeful and senior Metropolitan Police officer DCI Rebecca Meredith goes 
out alone to train on the river in Henley on a dark afternoon in late October – and doesn’t 
return. When a desperate search by the police and a K9 team reveals the possibility of foul 
play, Scotland Yard wants one of their own on the case. Detective Superintendent Duncan 
Kincaid, returning from celebrating his marriage to long-time partner Detective Inspector 
Gemma James, is called to Henley to investigate.  
 
McBAIN, Ed    Killer's Payoff 
Sy Kramer was handsome, well-dressed, well-heeled - and dead. A blackmailer who'd pushed 
one of his victims too far, Kramer had earned his last payoff: a bullet in the head. Which of 
Kramer's pigeons had so much at stake that murder seemed like the best bet? Was it the 
politician's wife, anxious to conceal her shadowy past? Or the soft drinks king? Or was it that 
unknown victim who had fattened Kramer's bankroll by the thousands? Or perhaps another 
blackmailer muscling in on Kramer's territory? The boys of the 87th have a tough case to 
crack. They must catch the desperate killer before he or she strikes again, and Kramer's 
blackmail victims are decidedly unwilling to cooperate. 
 
MEYER, Deon   Tracker 
A housewife running from years of domestic abuse. A bodyguard hired to escort a smuggled 
rhinoceros. A group of Islamic terrorists based in a quiet residential street. A secret 
government agency threatened with amalgamation within a bigger department. A retired 
policeman trying to get used to his new career in the private sector. 
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HISTORICAL 
 
CHADBOURN, Mark  The scar-crow men 
1593. Queen Elizabeth's trusted spymaster Walsingham has been dead for two years... 
As plague sweeps through the streets and stews of London, so suspicion and mistrust sweep 
through the court and government. No one feels safe. Even the celebrated swordsman, 
adventurer and philanderer, Will Swyfte, must watch his back. It is when his best friend and 
colleague, the playwright Christopher Marlowe, is killed in a pub brawl that Will decides he 
must act. The murder has all the hallmarks of an assassination. But in going in search of Kit's 
killer, he discovers that there are those in positions of power and influence who are not what 
they seem... 
 
ECO, Umberto   The Prague cemetery 
Nineteenth-century Europe, from Turin to Prague to Paris, abounds with the ghastly and the 
mysterious. Conspiracies rule history. Jesuits plot against Freemasons. Italian priests are 
strangled with their own intestines. French criminals plan bombings by day and celebrate 
black masses by night. Every nation has its own secret service, perpetrating forgeries, plots, 
and massacres. From the unification of Italy to the Paris Commune to the Dreyfus Affair to 
the notorious forgery The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Europe is in tumult and everyone 
needs a scapegoat. But what if, behind all of these conspiracies both real and imagined, lay 
just one man? What if that evil genius created the most infamous document of all? 
 
IGGULDEN, Conn   Conqueror 
It should have been a golden age, with an empire to dwarf the lands won by the mighty 
Genghis Khan. Instead, the vast Mongol nation is slowly losing ground, swallowed whole by 
their most ancient enemy. A new generation has arisen, yet the long shadow of the Great 
Khan still hangs over them all … Kublai dreams of an empire stretching from sea to sea. But 
to see it built, this scholar must first learn the art of war. He must take his nation’s warriors to 
the ends of the known world. And when he is weary, when he is wounded, he must face his 
own brothers in bloody civil war. 
 
MALLINSON, Allan   On his majesty’s service 
January 1829: George IV is on the throne, Wellington is England's prime-minister, and snow 
is falling thickly on the London streets as Lieutenant-Colonel Matthew Hervey is summoned 
to the Horse Guards in the expectation of command of his regiment, the 6th Light Dragoons. 
But the benefits of long-term peace at home mean cuts in the army, and Hervey is told that 
the Sixth are to be reduced to a single squadron. With his long-term plans in disarray, he 
undertakes instead a six-month assignment as an observer with the Russian army, an 
undertaking at the personal request of the commander-in-chief, Lord Hill. 
 
MURAKAMI, Haruki   1Q84. Books 1 and 2 
The year is 1984. Aomame sits in a taxi on the expressway in Tokyo. Her work is not the 
kind which can be discussed in public but she is in a hurry to carry out an assignment and, 
with the traffic at a stand-still, the driver proposes a solution. She agrees, but as a result of her 
actions starts to feel increasingly detached from the real world. She has been on a top-secret 
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mission, and her next job will lead her to encounter the apparently superhuman founder of a 
religious cult. Meanwhile, Tengo is leading a nondescript life but wishes to become a writer. 
He inadvertently becomes involved in a strange affair surrounding a literary prize to which a 
mysterious seventeen-year-old girl has submitted her remarkable first novel.  
 
MURAKAMI, Haruki   1Q84. Book 3 
At the close of Book Two of 1Q84, Aomame and Tengo found themselves in perilous 
situations, threatened and confused. As 1Q84 accelerates towards its conclusion, both are 
pursued by persons and forces they do not know and cannot understand. As they begin to 
decipher more about the strange world into which they have slipped, so they sense their 
destinies converging. What they cannot know is whether they will find one another before 
they are themselves found.  
 
SCARROW, Simon   Praetorian 
The city of Rome in AD 50 is a dangerous place. Treachery lurks on every corner, and a 
shadowy Republican movement, 'the Liberators', has spread its tentacles wide. It is feared 
that the heart of the latest plot lies in the ranks of the Praetorian Guard. Uncertain of whom 
he can trust, the Imperial Secretary Narcissus summons to Rome two courageous men 
guaranteed to be loyal to the grave: army veterans Prefect Cato and Centurion Macro.  
Tasked with infiltrating the Guard, Cato and Macro face a daunting test to win the trust of 
their fellow soldiers. No sooner have they begun to unearth the details of the Liberators' 
devious plan than disaster strikes... 
 
NOVEL 
 
BADDIEL, David   The death of Eli Gold 
In New York's Mt. Sinai hospital, the world's greatest living writer, Eli Gold, is dying. 
Witnessing his death are his precocious 8-year-old daughter by his present (fifth) wife, his 
anxiety-ridden 44-year-old son from his third marriage, and his 89-year-old first wife, 
watching on TV from a care home in London. And also, secretly, his fourth wife's 
fundamentalist Mormon brother, who has never got over his sister's death in a suicide pact 
with Eli, a suicide pact that he, Eli, survived. 
 
CRICHTON, Michael   Micro 
Three men are found dead in a locked second-floor office in Honolulu. There is no sign of 
struggle, though their bodies are covered in ultra-fine, razor-sharp cuts. With no evidence, the 
police dismiss it as a bizarre suicide pact. But the murder weapon is still in the room, almost 
invisible to the human eye. In Cambridge, Massachusetts, seven graduate students at the 
forefront of their fields are recruited by a pioneering microbiology start-up company. 
Nanigen MicroTechnologies sends them to a mysterious laboratory in Hawaii, where they are 
promised access to tools that will open up a whole new scientific frontier. But this 
opportunity of a lifetime will teach them the true cost of existing at the cutting-edge… 
 
DEB, Siddhartha   The point of return 
This is the story of a father and son, Dr Dam and Babu. The father crossed to India from 
Bangladesh at Partition. He knew nothing of the world he and his family had been catapulted 
into, but he made his way as best he could, always sticking to his principles and being guided 
by his morals. For this he earned himself a reputation as a strange and rather unlucky man, 
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but he also gained the respect of many colleagues and acquaintances. As his father weakens 
and wearies of life, Babu, his son, begins to learn and understand a little better all that his 
father has gone through. 
 
FRENCH, Dawn   A tiny bit marvellous 
Mo is about to hit the big 50, and some uncomfortable truths are becoming quite 
apparent:She doesn't understand either of her teenage kids, which as a child psychologist, is 
fairly embarrassing. She has become entirely grey. Inside, and out. Her face has surrendered 
and is frightening children. Dora is about to hit the big 18 . . . and about to hit anyone who 
annoys her, especially her precocious younger brother Peter who has a chronic Oscar Wilde 
fixation. Then there's Dad . . . who's just, well, dad. 
 
HICKEY, Christine Dwyer  The cold eye of heaven 
Farley is an elderly Irishman, frail in body but sharp as a tack. Waking in the middle of the 
night, he finds himself lying paralysed on the cold bathroom floor and so his mind begins to 
move back into his past. Decade by decade, Farley unravels the warp and weft of his life, 
recalling loves, losses and betrayals with the darkly comic wit of a true Dubliner. For this is 
also Dublin's story, the city Farley has seen through poverty and prosperity, boom and bust - 
each the other's constant companion throughout his seventy-five years.  
  
KAY, Francesca   The translation of the bones 
Reality or delusion? Fantasy or fact? When word gets out that Mary-Margaret O¿Reilly, a 
slow-witted but apparently harmless young woman, may have been witness to a miracle, 
religious mania descends on the Church of the Sacred Heart in Battersea. The consequences 
will be profound, not only for Mary-Margaret but for others too - Father Diamond, the parish 
priest, who is in the midst of his own crisis of faith, and Stella Morrison, adrift in her 
marriage and aching for her ten-year old son, away at boarding school. 
 
NEILL, Fiona     What the nanny saw 
Nanny required to take care of needs of busy professional London family 
When penniless student Ali Sparrow answers Bryony and Nick Skinner's advertisement her 
life changes overnight. She is catapulted into the privileged and excessive world of London's 
financial elite. At first everything is overwhelming - from twins who speak their own 
language to a teenage girl with weight issues and a son almost her own age. Then there is 
Bryony, who has one eye on her dazzling career and the other on Ali's failings. 
 
RACHMAN, Tom   The imperfectionists 
The English-language newspaper was founded in Rome in the 1950s, a product of passion 
and a multi-millionaire s fancy. Over fifty years, its eccentricities earned a place in readers 
hearts around the globe. But now, circulation is down, the paper lacks a website, and the 
future looks bleak. Still, those involved in the publication seem to barely notice. The obituary 
writer is too busy avoiding work. The editor-in-chief is pondering sleeping with an old flame. 
The obsessive reader is intent on finishing every old edition, leaving her trapped in the past. 
And the dog-crazy publisher seems less interested in his struggling newspaper than in his 
magnificent basset hound, Schopenhauer. 
 
WINTERSON, Jeanette  Written on the body 
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Written on the Body is a secret code only visible in certain lights: the accumulations of a 
lifetime gather there. In places the palimpsest is so heavily worked that the letters feel like 
braille. I like to keep my body rolled away from prying eyes, never unfold too much, tell the 
whole story. I didn't know that Louise would have reading hands. She has translated me into 
her own book. 
 
THRILLER 
 
CONNELLY, Michael  The drop 
Harry Bosch is facing the end of the line. He's been put on the DROP - Deferred Retirement 
Option Plan - and given three years before his retirement is enforced. Seeing the end of the 
mission coming, he's anxious for cases. He doesn't have to wait long. First a cold case gets a 
DNA hit for a rape and murder which points the finger at a 29-year-old convicted rapist who 
was only eight at the time of the murder. Then a city councilman's son is found dead - fallen 
or pushed from a hotel window - and he insists on Bosch taking the case despite the two 
men's history of enmity. The cases are unrelated but they twist around each other like the 
double helix of a DNA strand. One leads to the discovery of a killer operating in the city for 
as many as three decades; the other to a deep political conspiracy that reached back into the 
dark history of the police department. 
 
GIBBINS, David   The mask of Troy 
Greece. 1876. Heinrich Schliemann, the great archaeologist, raises the Mask of Agamemnon 
and makes a mind-blowing discovery. Determined to keep it a secret until the time is right, he 
then dies. Germany. 1945. The liberation of a concentration camp reveals clues to lost 
antiquities stolen by the Nazis. But the operation is covered up after a deadly secret surfaces. 
Northern Aegean. Present day. Marine archaeologist Jack Howard discovers a shipwreck 
with ancient inscriptions that indicate the galley is part of the war fleet of Agamemnon, king 
of the Greeks. When Jack's daughter finds a drawing made by a concentration camp survivor 
that holds a clue to Schliemann's secret, Jack becomes embroiled in a desperate chase across 
Europe against a ruthless enemy... 
 
KERR, Philip     Prague fatale 
Philip Kerr's sequence of historical thrillers featuring private detective Bernie Gunther forms 
a body of work comparable to the great series of the two masters of the genre, Len Deighton 
and John le Carre. The Berlin Noir Trilogy quickly established Kerr and Gunther as the 
perfect combination of writer, character, setting and genre. These gritty, noir thrillers, 
narrated in Gunther's wry, sardonic voice, range all over Europe and beyond. They span a 20-
year period from the mid-30s to the mid-50s, covering the build up to World War 2, the war 
itself and finally its bitter aftermath.  
 
MILLS, Mark     House of the hanged 
A riveting and evocative tale of passion and murder, set on the French Riviera in the 1930s, 
from the No.1 bestselling author of The Savage Garden. France, 1935: At the poor man’s end 
of the Riviera sits Le Rayol, a haven for artists, expatriates and refugees. Here, a world away 
from the rumblings of a continent heading towards war, Tom Nash has rebuilt his life after a 
turbulent career in the Secret Intelligence Service. His past, though, is less willing to leave 
him behind. When a midnight intruder tries to kill him, Tom knows it is just a matter of time 
before another assassination attempt is made. 
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RYAN, Chris    Killing for the company 
2003. Invalided out of the SAS Chet Freeman makes his living in high-end security, on a 
temporary contract for an American corporation called the Grosvenor Group. He catches a 
young woman, a peace campaigner, eavesdropping on a meeting the Group is holding with 
the British Prime Minister. The Group's interests include arms manufacture, and what Chet 
and the young woman overhear seems to imply that it is bribing the Prime Minister to take 
his country into an illegal war. Could this possibly be true? 
 
TEMPLE, Peter    White dog.  
'Her name was Sarah Longmore and she was charged with murdering her former lover.'  
When Jack Irish is asked to look into Sarah Longmore's defence, he's more than happy to 
oblige. After all, whenever somebody seems as guilty as Sarah does, it's usually for a good 
reason. But her case will prove far from straightforward, and Jack's investigation far from 
swift and painless. 
 
SILVA, Daniel   Portrait of a spy 
For Gabriel and his beautiful Venetian-born wife, Chiara, it was supposed to be the start of a 
pleasant weekend in London—a visit to an art gallery in St. James’s to authenticate a newly 
discovered painting by Titian, followed by a quiet lunch at an Italian restaurant along the 
Strand. But a pair of deadly bombings in Paris and Hamburg has already marred this 
sparkling autumn day. And while walking along Wellington Street, the ever-vigilant Gabriel 
notices a man whom he believes is about to carry out a third attack. The man is exhibiting 
several traits common to suicide bombers—traits that Gabriel, one of the world’s most 
experienced counterterrorism officers, knows all too well. 
 
 

YOUNGER READERS 
 
FUNKE, Cornelius   Inkdeath 
Life in the Inkworld has been far from easy since the extraordinary events of Inkspell, when 
the story of Inkheart magically drew Meggie, Mo and Dustfinger back into its pages. With 
Dustfinger dead, and the evil Adderhead now in control, the story in which they are all caught 
has taken an unhappy turn. Even Elinor, left alone in the real world, believes her family to be 
lost, lost between the covers of a book. But as winter comes on there is reason to hope, if only 
Meggie and Mo can rewrite the wrongs of the past and make a dangerous pact with death. 
  
 

NON-FICTION 
 
ART 
 
BELTING, Hans Florence and Baghdad: Renaissance Art and Arab 

Science 
The use of perspective in Renaissance painting caused a revolution in the history of seeing, 
allowing artists to depict the world from a spectator's point of view. But the theory of 
perspective that changed the course of Western art originated elsewhere - it was formulated in 
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Baghdad by the eleventh-century mathematician Ibn al Haithan, known in the West as 
Alhazen. Using the metaphor of the mutual gaze, or exchanged glances, Hans Belting 
narrates the historical encounter between science and art, between Arab Baghdad and 
Renaissance Florence, that has had a lasting effect on the culture of the  
 
LEA, Richard    Danson House: the anatomy of a Georgian villa 
Danson House (1762-66) is one of the finest surviving villas by the architect Robert Taylor 
(1714-88). Restrained, compact and ingeniously planned, it was built for the City merchant 
John Boyd (1718-1800), who had made his fortune in the West Indies sugar trade. Boyd had 
a keen eye for the arts. He engaged William Chambers to design chimney pieces, picture 
frames and garden buildings, the French Provencal artist Charles Pavillon to paint a vibrant 
suite of allegorical panels for the dining room, and the landscape architect Nathaniel 
Richmond to remodel the grounds in the manner of Capability Brown. This book tells the 
story of the house, the estate, its owners, and its restoration by English Heritage between 
1995 and 2004 after a long period of neglect.  
 
LONG, Phil    Elizabeth Blackadder 
This extensively illustrated book is devoted to the art of Dame Elizabeth Blackadder, one of 
Scotland's best-loved painters. Blackadder's art explores a diverse range of subjects through 
many mediums. The artist draws on experiences of foreign travel, as well as plant forms and 
animals closer to home, to produce highly original works that appear to breathe with their 
own life. Her deeply analytical eye allows her to see the underlying structure, design and 
colour harmony in both the exotic and the everyday. This book tells the fascinating story of 
her career, from her early days as a student in Edinburgh, and her friendships with Scottish 
painters William Gillies, William MacTaggart and Anne Redpath, to her very recent work. 
Published in association with the National Galleries of Scotland 
 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY/BIOGRAPHY 
 
BROWN, Craig   One on one 
101 chance meetings, juxtaposing the famous and the infamous, the artistic and the philistine, 
the pompous and the comical, the snobbish and the vulgar, each 1,001 words long, and with a 
time span stretching from the 19th century to the 21st. Life is made up of individuals meeting 
one another. They speak, or don't speak. They get on, or don't get on. They make agreements, 
which they either hold to or ignore. They laugh, they cry, they are excited, they are 
indifferent, they share secrets, they say, "How do you do?" Often it is the most fleeting of 
meetings that, in the fullness of time, turn out to be the most noteworthy. 
 
DEVLIN, Keith The Man of Numbers: Fibonacci's Arithmetic 

Revolution 
In 1202, a 32-year old Italian finished one of the most influential books of all time, which 
introduced modern arithmetic to Western Europe. Devised in India in the seventh and eighth 
centuries and brought to North Africa by Muslim traders, the Hindu-Arabic system helped 
transform the West into the dominant force in science, technology, and commerce, leaving 
behind Muslim cultures which had long known it but had failed to see its potential. The 
young Italian, Leonardo of Pisa (better known today as Fibonacci), had learned the Hindu 
number system when he travelled to North Africa with his father, a customs agent. The book 
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he created was Liber abbaci, the 'Book of Calculation', and the revolution that followed its 
publication was enormous.  
 
DOUGLAS-FAIRHURST, Robert Becoming Dickens: the invention of a novelist 
Becoming Dickens tells the story of how an ambitious young Londoner became England's 
greatest novelist. In following the twists and turns of Charles Dickens's early career, Robert 
Douglas-Fairhurst examines a remarkable double transformation: in reinventing himself 
Dickens reinvented the form of the novel. It was a high-stakes gamble, and Dickens never 
forgot how differently things could have turned out. Like the hero of Dombey and Son, he 
remained haunted by "what might have been, and what was not." In his own lifetime, Dickens 
was without rivals. He styled himself simply "The Inimitable." But he was not always 
confident about his standing in the world. From his traumatized childhood to the suicide of 
his first collaborator and the sudden death of the woman who had a good claim to being the 
love of his life, Dickens faced powerful obstacles.  
 
FYANS, Peter    Captivity, Slavery and Survival as a Far East POW 
The incredibly moving story of Gus Anckorn, a British soldier who was captured by the 
Japanese and held for over three and a half years. Before the war, Gus was a magician and 
throughout the war, entertained both fellow soldiers and Japanese guards with his tricks.  
Gus has a brilliant sense of humour and a 'tell it as it is' attitude which got him into a number 
of scrapes with both the Japanese and his own side. Gus experienced terrible ordeals that no 
one should have to face. He should have been killed on four or five occasions, but remarkably 
survived due to quick thinking and good luck. Gus also reveals the heartache of leaving his 
fiancée behind and not knowing if he would ever see her again. 
 
McDONOUGH, Frank Sophie Scholl: The real story of the woman who defied 

Hitler  
Sophie Scholl was a member of an underground, non-violent protest movement against 
Hitler's rule in Nazi Germany called the White Rose (die Weisse Rose). Based at Munich 
University and consisting of a philosophy professor and his students, it conducted an 
anonymous leaflet campaign from 1942 to 1943. Drawing on a fascinating variety of sources, 
including original documents, Frank McDonough tells the dramatic, absorbing and 
inspirational story of her brave struggle against the Nazi regime and examines her legacy of 
heroism in Germany. He is the first person to have full access to her letters, diaries and the 
transcript of her interrogation by the Gestapo. This important new biography shows that not 
all Germans blindly followed Hitler's regime, and her refusal to be silent in the face of 
injustice is a story that deserves to be understood in modern society. 
 
POPHAM, Peter The lady and the peacock. The life of Aung San Suu 

Kyi 
In April 1988, Suu Kyi returned from Britain to Burma to nurse her sick mother but, within 
six months, found herself the unchallenged leader of the largest popular revolt in her 
country's history. When the party she co-founded won a landslide victory in Burma's first free 
elections for thirty years, she was already under house arrest and barred from taking office by 
the military junta. Since then, 'The Lady' has set about transforming her country ethically as 
well as politically, displaying dazzling courage in the process. Under house arrest for 15 of 
the previous 20 years, she has come close to being killed by her political enemies and her 
commitment to peaceful revolution has come at extreme personal cost. 
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POSTLETHWAITE, Pete  A spectacle of dust 
After training as a teacher, Pete Postlethwaite started his acting career at the Liverpool 
Everyman Theatre where his colleagues included Bill Nighy, Jonathan Pryce, Antony Sher 
and Julie Walters. After routine early appearances in small parts for television programmes 
such as THE PROFESSIONALS, Postlethwaite's first success came with the acclaimed 
British film DISTANT VOICES, STILL LIVES in 1988. He then received an Academy 
Award nomination for his role in THE NAME OF THE FATHER in 1993. In THE ART OF 
DISCWORLD, Terry Pratchett said that he had always imagined Sam Vimes as 'a younger, 
slightly bulkier version of Pete Postlethwaite', while Steven Spielberg called him 'the best 
actor in the world', about which Postlethwaite said: 'I'm sure what Spielberg actually said 
was, "the thing about Pete is that he thinks he's the best actor in the world."' This is the story 
of a diverse and multi-talented actor's eventful life, told in his own candid and vibrant words. 
 
SEWELL, Brian   Outsider: always almost: never quite 
Outsider is the life of a child, boy, adolescent, student and young man in London between the 
Great Depression of the 30s and the sudden prosperity and social changes of the 60s, affected 
by the moral attitudes of the day, by the Blitz, post-war austerity and the new freedoms of the 
later 50s that were resisted with such obstinacy by the old regime. It is about education in the 
almost forgotten sense of the pursuit of learning for its own sake. It is about the imposed 
experiences of school and National Service and the chosen experience of being a student at 
the Courtauld Institute under Johannes Wilde and Anthony Blunt. It is about sex, pre-
pubertal, in adolescence and in early adulthood, and the price to be paid for it. It is about art 
and the art market in the turbulent years of its change from the pursuit of well-connected 
gentleman to the professional occupation of experts. 
 
GARDENS 
 
WILLES, Margaret   The making of the English Gardener 
In the century between the accession of Elizabeth I and the restoration of Charles II, a 
horticultural revolution took place in England. Ideas were exchanged across networks of 
gardeners, botanists, scholars, and courtiers, and the burgeoning vernacular book trade spread 
this new knowledge still further - reaching the growing number of gardeners furnishing their 
more modest plots across the nation and its young colonies in the Americas. Margaret Willes 
introduces a plethora of garden enthusiasts, from the renowned to the legions of anonymous 
workers who created and tended the great estates. Packed with illustrations from the herbals, 
design treatises and practical manuals that inspired these men - and occasionally women - 
Willes' book charts how England's garden grew. 
 
HISTORY 
 
DUNSTAN, Simon   Grey wolf: the escape of Adolph Hitler 
Did Hitler (code name Grey Wolf) really die in 1945? The evidence says no. Here’s the 
gripping story of what might have happened... When Truman asked Stalin in 1945 whether 
Hitler was dead, Stalin replied bluntly, No. As late as 1952, Eisenhower declared: We have 
been unable to unearth one bit of tangible evidence of Hitler's death. What really happened? 
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Simon Dunstan and Gerrard Williams have compiled extensive evidence, some recently 
declassified, that Hitler actually fled Berlin and took refuge in a remote Nazi enclave in 
Argentina. The recent discovery that the famous Hitler's skull in Moscow is female, as well 
as newly uncovered documents, provide powerful proof for their case. Dunstan and Williams 
cite people, places and dates in over 500 detailed notes that identify the plan's escape route, 
vehicles, aircraft, U-boats and hideouts. Among the details: the CIA's possible involvement 
and Hitler's life in Patagonia, including his two daughters. 
 
JENKINS, Simon   A short history of England 
From the invaders of the dark ages to today's coalition, Simon Jenkins weaves together a 
strong narrative with all the most important and interesting dates in a book that 
characteristically is as stylish as it is authoritative. There have been long synoptic histories of 
England but until now there has been no standard short work covering all significant events, 
themes and individuals.  
 
LOCHERY, Neill   Lisbon 
Lisbon had a pivotal role in the history of World War II, though not a gun was fired there. 
The only European city in which both the Allies and the Axis power operated openly, it was a 
temporary home to much of Europe's exiled royalty, over one million refugees seeking 
passage to the US and a host of spies, secret police, captains of industry, bankers, prominent 
Jews, writers and artists, escaped POWs, and black marketeers. An operations officer writing 
in 1944 described the daily scene at Lisbon's airport as being like the movie Casablanca, 
times twenty.  
 
WILSON, A. N.   The Elizabethans 
Apart from the complex character of the Virgin Queen herself, we follow the story of Francis 
Drake and political intriguers like William Cecil and Francis Walsingham, so important to a 
monarch who often made a key strategy out of her indecisiveness. Favourites like Leicester 
and Essex skated very close to the edge as far as Elizabeth's affections were concerned, and 
Essex made a big mistake when he led a rebellion against the crown. 
Life in Elizabethan England could be very harsh. Plague swept the land. And the poor 
received little assistance from the State. Thumbscrews and the rack could be the grim prelude 
to the executioner's block. But crucially, this was the age when modern Britain was born, and 
established independence from mainland Europe. After Sir Walter Raleigh established the 
colony of Virginia, English was destined to become the language of the great globe itself, and 
the foundations were laid not only of later British imperial power but also of American 
domination of the world.  
 
WRIGHTSON, Keith Ralph Taylor’s summer. A scrivener, his city and the 

plague 
The plague outbreak of 1636 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne was one of the most devastating in 
English history. This hugely moving study looks in detail at its impact on the city through the 
eyes of a man who stayed as others fled: the scrivener Ralph Tailor. As a scrivener Tailor was 
responsible for many of the wills and inventories of his fellow citizens. By listening to and 
writing down the final wishes of the dying, the young scrivener often became the principal 
provider of comfort in people's last hours. Drawing on the rich records left by Tailor during 
the course of his work along with many other sources, Keith Wrightson vividly reconstructs 
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life in the early modern city during a time of crisis and envisions what such a calamitous 
decimation of the population must have meant for personal, familial, and social relations. 
 
 
LONDON 
 
HALLIDAY, Stephen Amazing and extraordinary London underground facts 
For anyone who has lived, worked, visited or even passed through London, the tube is one of 
the iconic and defining characteristics of the city. "Amazing & Extraordinary London 
Underground Facts" takes you from the famous roundel symbol and standing on the right of 
the escalators, to the instantly recognisable and hugely influential route map. This title helps 
to discover the tales of the building of the first lines in the mid-nineteenth century and the 
steam trains that ran along them, the ever expanding network of routes, the abandoned ghost 
stations, the notorious incidents and colourful characters that have all played a part in the 
amazing and extraordinary history of the London Underground. 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
 
WARBURTON, Nigel   A little history of philosophy 
Philosophy begins with questions about the nature of reality and how we should live. These 
were the concerns of Socrates, who spent his days in the ancient Athenian marketplace asking 
awkward questions, disconcerting the people he met by showing them how little they 
genuinely understood. This engaging book introduces the great thinkers in Western 
philosophy and explores their most compelling ideas about the world and how best to live in 
it. In forty brief chapters, Nigel Warburton guides us on a chronological tour of the major 
ideas in the history of philosophy. He provides interesting and often quirky stories of the lives 
and deaths of thought-provoking philosophers from Socrates, who chose to die by hemlock 
poisoning rather than live on without the freedom to think for himself, to Peter Singer, who 
asks the disquieting philosophical and ethical questions that haunt our own times. Warburton 
not only makes philosophy accessible, he offers inspiration to think, argue, reason and ask in 
the tradition of Socrates. 'A Little History of Philosophy' presents the grand sweep of 
humanity's search for philosophical understanding and invites all to join in the discussion. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
WILSON, David   The lost photographs of Captain Scott 
Captain Scott perished with four of his fellow explorers on their return from the South Pole in 
March 1912. Almost immediately the myth was founded, based on Scott's diaries, turning 
him into an icon of courage in the face of impossible circumstances. But during the final 
months of that journey Scott also took a series of breathtaking photographs: panoramas of the 
continent, superb depictions of mountains and formations of ice and snow, and photographs 
of the explorers on the polar trail. But these photos have never been seen - initially fought 
over, neglected, then lost - until now, that is. For the first time, they are resurrected and are a 
humbling testament to the men whose graves still lie unmarked in the vastness of the Great 
Alone. 
 
POETRY 
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BURNSIDE, John   Black cat bone 
John Burnside's remarkable new book is full of strange, unnerving poems that hang in the 
memory like a myth or a song. These are poems of thwarted love and disappointment, of raw 
desire, of the stalking beast, 'eye-teeth/and muzzle/coated with blood'; poems that recognise 
'we have too much to gain from the gods, and this is why/they fail to love us'; poems that tell 
of an obsessive lover coming to grief in a sequence that echoes the old murder ballads, or of a 
hunter losing himself in the woods while pursuing an unknown and possibly unknowable 
quarry. Drawing on sources as various as the paintings of Pieter Brueghel and the lyrics of 
Delta blues, Black Cat Bone examines varieties of love, faith, hope and illusion, to suggest an 
unusual possibility: that when the search for what we expected to find - in the forest or in our 
own hearts - ends in failure, we can now begin the hard and disciplined quest for what is 
actually there. 
 
SCIENCE 
 
TODD, Richard   Bouncing-Bomb Man: The Science of Sir Barnes Wallis 
Barnes Wallis is best known as the 'boffin' behind the famous bouncing bomb used by 617 
Squadron to breach the Ruhr dams in 1943, but his work covers a far wider canvas. It ranges 
from airships, through novel aircraft structures and special weapons, to long-range supersonic 
aircraft, and an extensive patent portfolio. This book describes the huge breadth of Wallis's 
work, showing how his genius brought totally new ideas into these various fields, and 
revealing the science and engineering expertise that he deployed to make them work.  
 
PERRY, Alex Lifeblood: How to change the world, one dead 

mosquito at a time 
One day in 2006, the rich, well connected but very private philanthropist Ray Chambers 
flicked through the holiday snaps of his friend, the development economist Jeffrey Sachs, and 
remarked on the placid beauty of a group of sleeping Malawian children. 'They're not 
sleeping,' Sachs tells a shocked Chambers. 'They're in malarial comas.' A few days later, they 
were all dead. So begins Chambers' mission to eradicate a disease that has haunted mankind 
since before medicine began, still infects half a billion people a year, and kills a million of 
them. The campaign draws in presidents, celebrities, scientists and enormous funding and 
becomes a stunning success, saving millions of lives and propelling Africa towards 
prosperity. And by replacing traditional ideas of assistance with business acumen and hustle, 
Chambers upturns the whole notion of aid, forging a new path not just for the developing 
world but for global business, religion and even celebrity.  
 
SOCIETY 
 
KHORSANDI, Shappi  A beginner's guide to acting English  
It's 1977 and life in Iran is becoming unpredictable. The Shah will be overthrown and events 
are about to take place on the world stage. But for five-year-old Shappi Khorsandi all this 
means is that she must flee, leaving behind a mad extended Iran clan and everything she has 
ever known. Shappi and her beloved brother Peyvand arrive with their parents in London - all 
cold weather and strange food - without a word of English. If adapting to a new culture isn't 
troubling enough, it soon becomes clear that the Ayatollah's henchmen are in pursuit. With 
the help of MI5, Shappi's family go into hiding. So apart from checking under the family car 
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for bombs every morning, Shappi's childhood is like any other kids' - swings in the park, 
school plays, kiss-chase and terrorists. 
 
 
 
LAMMY, David   Out of the Ashes: Britain after the riots 
David Lammy MP predicted the riots of 2011 a year before they took place. Following the 
violence he spoke passionately for his constituents. Now, in Out of the Ashes, he analyses the 
causes of the disturbances and their implications for the future. 
He draws on his experience of growing up in Tottenham - the area he now represents and the 
place where the riots began. He explores the human stories behind the headlines. Above all, 
he seeks to explain why the breakdown of law and order was so swift and so widespread, and 
offers a way forward for Britain that is both practical and inspirational. 
 
OSMAN, Tarek Egypt on the Brink: From the Rise of Nasser to the Fall 

of Mubarak - Revised Edition 
Tarek Osman's lively account of Egypt, its recent history, and myriad internal conflicts and 
frustrations, was published in November 2010 to immediate acclaim. Within months, the 
Egyptian people had risen in protest against the regime and President Mubarak was forced to 
resign. In this fully revised and updated edition, Osman tells the extraordinary story of the 
February 2011 protests, and discusses their implications for Egypt and the rest of the world. 
 
TELEVISION 
 
JAMES, Clive    A point of view 
The BBC Radio 4 series A Point of View has been on the air since 2007. Over the years, it’s 
had a variety of presenters – including the national treasure that is Clive James – talking for 
ten minutes about anything and everything that has captured their imagination, piqued their 
interest, raised their blood pressure or just downright incensed them that week. Clive James 
was one of the favourite presenters, and now, for the first time, his original pieces – sixty in 
total – and all-new postscripts are collected together in one volume. Read along with Clive 
James as he reflects on everything from wheelie bins to plastic surgery, Elizabeth Hurley to 
the Olympics, 24 to Damien Hirst, Harry Potter to giving up smoking, car parks to Chinese 
elections, Britain’s Got Talent to the expenses scandal – and plenty more besides.  
 
TRAVEL 
 
BIRKETT, Dea   Spinsters abroad: Victorian lady explorers 
What spurred so many Victorian women to leave behind the security and comfort of their 
middle-class homes to undertake perilous journeys of thousands of miles, tramping through 
rainforests, caravanning across deserts and scaling mountain ranges? How were they able to 
travel so freely in exotic lands, when in their own countries such independence was denied 
them? This book draws on the diaries, letters and other writings of more than 50 such women 
to describe their experiences and aspirations. In addressing the question of whether women 
like Mary Kingsley and Isabella Bird were the intrepid bluestockings of popular history, or in 
fact early feminists, Dea Birkett concludes that they were neither; that, dissatisfied with the 
cramped lives prescribed for them in Victorian society, they sought new horizons abroad, 
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discovering in these distant places a degree of freedom and respect unimaginable to them as 
spinsters at home.  
 
 
 
 


