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FICTION 
CRIME 
 
CLEVERLY, Barbara   The blood royal 
On his return from India, Commander Joe Sandilands, now adept at the arts of 
dynamic diplomacy, finds himself up to his neck in a tricky political situation. A war-
weary London is reeling from IRA atrocities and Joe is further plagued by the 
machinations of a spy-ring being run under his nose by a Russian émigré princess. 
When a war hero is gunned down and the life of an even more popular Englishman 
threatened, Joe knows he only has days to root out the woman who is behind the 
killings: Irish? Russian? Or somebody quite other? 
 
COBEN, Harlan   Shelter 
Mickey Bolitar's year can't get much worse. After witnessing his father's death and 
sending his mom to rehab, he's forced to live with his estranged uncle Myron and 
switch high schools. A new school comes with new friends and new enemies, and 
lucky for Mickey, it also comes with a great new girlfriend, Ashley. For a while, it 
seems like Mickey's train-wreck of a life is finally improving - until Ashley vanishes 
without a trace. Unwilling to let another person walk out of his life, Mickey follows 
Ashley's trail into a seedy underworld that reveals that this seemingly sweet, shy girl 
isn't who she claimed to be. And neither was Mickey's father.  
 
FOSSUM, Karin   The caller 
One mild summer evening Lily and her husband are enjoying a meal while their baby 
daughter sleeps peacefully in her pram beneath a maple tree. But when Lily steps 
outside she is paralysed with terror. The child is bathed in blood. Inspector Sejer is 
called to the hospital to meet the family. Mercifully, the baby is unharmed, but her 
parents are deeply shaken, and Sejer spends the evening trying to comprehend why 
anyone would carry out such a sinister prank. Then, just before midnight, somebody 
rings his doorbell... 
    
FOSSUM, Karin   Don’t look back 
At the foot of the Kollen mountain lies a small village where the children play 
unafraid in the streets. But the tranquillity is about to be irrecoverably shattered by a 
most sinister crime when a young woman's naked body is found lying by the lake. 
Inspector Sejer - smart, tough and enigmatic - is called in to investigate. Only he can 
uncover the dark secrets of this quiet community, hidden by deep family ties... 
 
HOLT, Anne    Fear not 
A drug addict dead in a basement, a young asylum seeker floating in the harbour, a 
high profile female bishop stabbed to death in the street. What is the connection? 
During a snowy Christmas season in Norway, criminal psychologist and profiler Inger 
Johanne Vik finds not only her husband and herself but also her autistic daughter 
drawn into the investigation of a number of disturbing deaths.  
 
JAMES, P.D.    Death comes to Pemberley 
The year is 1803, and Darcy and Elizabeth have been married for six years. There are 
now two handsome and healthy sons in the nursery, Elizabeth's beloved sister Jane 
and her husband Bingley live nearby and the orderly world of Pemberley seems 
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unassailable. But all this is threatened when, on the eve of the annual autumn ball, the 
guests are preparing to retire for the night when a chaise appears, rocking down the 
path from Pemberley's wild woodland. As it pulls up, Lydia Wickham - Elizabeth's 
younger, unreliable sister - stumbles out screaming that her husband has been 
murdered... 
 
ORFORD, Margie   Daddy’s girl 
Friday evening. A deserted street below Table Mountain. A six-year-old ballerina 
waits alone for her mother to fetch her. Then an unmarked car approaches, and she is 
gone. With no trace of where, or why she's been abducted, suspicion falls on her 
divorced father, Captain Riedwaan. The boss of Cape Town's gang unit, Riedwaan is 
tough and ruthless, a man accustomed to being in control. But now he is powerless. 
Suspended from the squad for wasting police time, Riedwaan watches helplessly as 
the search for his daughter is called off. In desperation, Riedwaan turns to 
investigative journalist and police profiler Dr Clare Hart... 
 
PATTERSON, James   Kill Alex Cross 
Detective Alex Cross is one of the first on the scene of the biggest case he's ever been 
part of. The President's son and daughter have been abducted from their school - an 
impossible crime, but somehow the kidnapper has done it. Alex does everything he 
can but is shunted to the fringes of the investigation. Someone powerful doesn't want 
Cross too close. 
 
RANKIN, Ian    The impossible dead 
Malcolm Fox and his team from Internal Affairs are back. They've been sent to Fife to 
investigate whether fellow cops covered up for a corrupt colleague, Detective Paul 
Carter. Carter has been found guilty of misconduct with his own uncle, also in the 
force, having proved to be his nephew's nemesis. But what should be a simple job is 
soon complicated by intimations of conspiracy and cover-up - and a brutal murder, a 
murder committed with a weapon that should not even exist. 
 
HISTORICAL 
 
DE WITT, Patrick   The sisters brothers 
Oregon, 1851. Eli and Charlie Sisters, notorious professional killers, are on their way 
to California to kill a man named Hermann Kermit Warm. On the way, the brothers 
have a series of unsettling and violent experiences in the Darwinian landscape of Gold 
Rush America. Charlie makes money and kills anyone who stands in his way; Eli 
doubts his vocation and falls in love. And they bicker a lot. Then they get to 
California, and discover that Warm is an inventor who has come up with a magical 
formula, which could make all of them very rich. 
 
DONOHUE, Emma   The sealed letter 
After a separation of many years, Emily 'Fido' Faithfull bumps into her old friend 
Helen Codrington on the streets of Victorian London. Much has changed: Helen is 
more and more unhappy in her marriage to the older Vice-Admiral Codrington, while 
Fido has become a successful woman of business and a pioneer in the British 
Women's Movement. But, for all her independence of mind, Fido is too trusting of her 
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once-dear companion and finds herself drawn into aiding Helen's obsessive affair with 
a young army officer. 
 
HOFFMAN, Alice   The dovekeepers 
The lives of four sensuous, bold and remarkable women intersect in the year 70AD, in 
the desperate days of the siege of Masada, when supplies are dwindling and the 
Romans are drawing near. All are dovekeepers, and all are keepers of secrets - about 
who they are, where they come from, who fathered them, and whom they love.  
 
MILLER, Madeline   The song of Achilles 
Greece in the age of Heroes. Patroclus, an awkward young prince, has been exiled to 
the kingdom of Phthia. Here he is nobody, just another unwanted boy living in the 
shadow of King Peleus and his golden son, Achilles. Achilles, 'best of all the Greeks', 
is everything Patroclus is not - strong, beautiful, the child of a goddess - and by all 
rights their paths should never cross. Yet one day, Achilles takes the shamed prince 
under his wing and soon their tentative companionship gives way to a steadfast 
friendship. 
 
MYSTERY 
 
BRADLEY, Alan   I am half sick of shadows 
With the family finances in a parlous state, Colonel de Luce has, with deep 
misgivings, rented Buckshaw to a film company for a location shooting. Naturally 
enough, director, crew and stars do nothing to endear themselves to the household - 
especially the servants - until, when a heavy snowfall cuts off Bishop's Lacey from 
the rest of the world, the actors are talked into staging a benefit performance in the 
parish hall. But old jealousies surface, and the leading lady is murdered. Flavia, who 
has been enlisted to help out behind the scenes, finds herself up to her knees in snow - 
and murder!  
 
WRIGHT, Edward   Damnation falls 
Randall Wilkes, his big-city journalism career in ruins, has returned after twenty years 
to Pilgrim's Rest, the Tennessee hill town where he grew up. He has taken on a 
lucrative but low-prestige writing job for Sonny McMahan, a former governor and 
Randall's boyhood friend, whose own career is under a shadow and who needs a 
ghost-written autobiography to ease his way back into politics. Faye McMahan, 
Sonny's mother, is addled with age, imagining that her dead husband is alive and 
worrying that her son might be in danger. Amid a violent autumn storm, Randall finds 
Faye hideously murdered, hanged by the neck from a bridge over the town landmark 
called Damnation Falls... 
 
NOVEL 
 
BELL, Nina    The empty nesters 
Clover Jones and Laura Dangerfield have been best friends since their children were 
born. Along with Clover's stylish, powerful friend, Alice, they share holidays, 
sleepovers, school runs and childcare. They're like one big family. But all families 
have their secrets. When the children leave home, Clover and Laura's lives and 
marriages change forever, and the old rules on love and loyalty no longer apply. And 
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when Alice decides she wants what they've got, Clover and Laura have to find out 
who they really are. Without the children, can their marriages - and friendship - 
survive? 
 
CHAMBERLAIN, Diane  The midwife’s confession 
'I don't know how to tell you what I did.' The unfinished letter is the only clue Tara 
and Emerson have to the reason behind Noelle's suicide. Everything they knew about 
Noelle - her calling as a midwife, her passion for causes, her love for her family - 
described a woman who embraced life. But they didn't know everything. Because the 
unaddressed letter reveals a terrible secret...and a legacy of guilt that changes 
everything they thought they knew about the woman who delivered their children.  
 
DAVIES, Martin   The year after 
DECEMBER 1919. Tom Allen, uncomfortable in London after five years in uniform, 
receives an invitation to spend Christmas at Hannesford Court. It's almost as if 
nothing has changed. Cards in the library after dinner. The Boxing Day shoot. The 
New Year ball. Margot. But Tom hasn't forgotten the professor. A strange meeting in 
Germany has raised a question in his mind: in all his visits to Hannesford before the 
War, all those years observing the glittering life of its owners, how much did he ever 
really see? 
 
EUGENIDES, Jeffrey   The marriage plot 
It’s the early 1980s. In American colleges, the wised-up kids are inhaling Derrida and 
listening to Talking Heads. But Madeleine Hanna, dutiful English major, is writing 
her senior thesis on Jane Austen and George Eliot, purveyors of the marriage plot that 
lies at the heart of the greatest English novels. As Madeleine studies the age-old 
motivations of the human heart, real life, in the form of two very different guys, 
intervenes. Leonard Bankhead – charismatic loner and college Darwinist – suddenly 
turns up in a seminar, and soon Madeleine finds herself in a highly charged erotic and 
intellectual relationship with him. 
 
FORESTER, C.S.   The pursued 
Marjorie had never seen a dead body until she got home one tranquil summer evening 
and found her sister Dot lying on the kitchen floor in a pretty dress, with her head in 
the oven. She looked peaceful, as if she was asleep. Their mother suspects, however, 
that Dot's death was far from natural. What's more, she knows who the killer is - and 
she is determined to make him suffer. So slowly and meticulously, she plots her 
revenge. After all, who would suspect a neatly dressed, grey-haired widow of 
anything? And what could possibly go wrong? 
 
GIBBON, Lewis Grassic  A Scot’s Quair 
Written by one of the all-time greats of Scottish literature, truly revolutionary, 'A 
Scots Quair' is a trilogy of novels: 'Sunset Song' (1932), 'Cloud Howe' (1933) and 
'Grey Granite' (1934). At each book's core is the heroine Chris Guthrie, as she grows 
from a child into adulthood through the Great War to the development of communism 
in the 1920s. Grassic Gibbon's writing is unique and riveting, blending Scots and 
English in an accessible style, and eloquent in its humanity and celebration of nature. 
 
GRISHAM, John    The litigator 
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Oscar Finley: street cop turned street lawyer. Wally Figg: expert hustler and 
ambulance-chaser. David Zinc: Harvard Law School graduate. Together, this unlikely 
trio make up Finley & Figg: specialists in injury claims, quickie divorces and DUIs. 
None of them has ever faced a jury in federal court. But they are about to take on one 
of the biggest pharmaceutical companies in the States. 
 
JHABYALA, Prawer Ruth  A love song for India. Tales from east and  
     west 
Taking us from a sweltering Indian rooftop at night to the marble halls of an ageing 
Bollywood star's palace, this is a new collection of short stories from Ruth Prawer 
Jhabvala. A wedding is planned between two innocents at a crumbling mansion of a 
grand Hudson Valley estate, while among the white-socked convent girls of post-
colonial New Delhi a mixed-race couple contemplate their son's alienation and the 
failure of hope. A young English girl infiltrates Fifth Avenue theatrical royalty and a 
lovely Broadway starlet exacts a clever, protracted revenge against her nemesis. 
 
KELLY, Cathy    Christmas magic 
From Dolores and Genevieve, two spinster sisters who must finally break free from 
their mother’s powerful personality, to Alice, who is facing having to open her home 
and her heart to the one visitor that she doesn’t want this Christmas, from a 
captivating family story triggered by a letter to Lily’s disastrous arrival at her best 
friend’s wedding, these are stories to make you laugh, cry and nod in recognition. 
 
LIVELY, Penelope   How it all began 
When . . . Charlotte is mugged and breaks her hip, her daughter Rose cannot 
accompany her employer Lord Peters to Manchester, which means his niece Marion 
has to go instead, which means she sends a text to her lover which is intercepted by 
his wife, which is . . . just the beginning in the ensuing chain of life-altering events. 
 
MACGUINESS, Patrick  The last hundred days 
 The socialist state is in crisis, the shops are empty and old Bucharest vanishes daily 
under the onslaught of Ceausescu’s demolition gangs. Paranoia is pervasive and secret 
service men lurk in the shadows. In The Last 100 Days, Patrick McGuinness creates 
an absorbing sense of time and place as the city struggles to survive this intense 
moment in history. He evokes a world of extremity and ravaged beauty from the 
viewpoint of an outsider uncomfortably, and often dangerously, close to the eye of the 
storm as the regime of 1980s Romania crumbles to a bloody end.  
 
MORGENSTERN, Erin  The night circus 
In 1886, a mysterious travelling circus becomes an international sensation. Open only 
at night, constructed entirely in black and white, Le Cirque des Rêves delights all who 
wander its circular paths and warm themselves at its bonfire. Although there are 
acrobats, fortune-tellers and contortionists, the Circus of Dreams is no conventional 
spectacle. Some tents contain clouds, some ice. The circus seems almost to cast a 
spell over its aficionados, who call themselves the rêveurs - the dreamers. At the heart 
of the story is the tangled relationship between two young magicians, Celia, the 
enchanter's daughter, and Marco, the sorcerer's apprentice.  
 
NOBLE, Elizabeth   The way we were 
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What if you had a second chance at first love? Susannah and Rob were childhood 
sweethearts. But as with most early love affairs, they broke up, moved on and now 
find themselves in very different places. And not entirely happy - who is? 
A chance meeting between them sends shockwaves through their lives. What happens 
when your first love makes a surprise reappearance? Is fate telling you it's time for a 
second chance . . . or should you simply walk away and let the past become ancient 
history? But Susannah and Rob just aren't able to forget the way they were . . . and the 
world is about to discover the consequences of their reunion. 
 
QUINDLEN, Anna   Every last one 
The Lathams seem to have it all: health, wealth and a vibrant family life. As Mary 
Beth Latham contemplates a life built around home, friends and community, she has 
every reason to feel fulfilled and content. Then, for one of her sons, a process of 
unravelling begins. Mary Beth starts to focus on him, only to find that the comfortable 
life she has spent years carefully constructing is shattered in a single moment. Forced 
to confront her own demons, Mary Beth realises how the inconsequential moments 
we all share and one shameful act she has hidden from everybody may have 
contributed to her fate 
 
WATSON, Christie   Tiny sunbirds far away 
'Everything changed after Mama found Father lying on top of another woman.'  
Blessing and her brother Ezikiel adore their larger-than-life father, their glamorous 
mother and their comfortable life in Lagos. But all that changes when their father 
leaves them for another woman. Their mother is fired from her job at the Royal 
Imperial Hotel - only married women can work there - and soon they have to quit 
their air-conditioned apartment to go and live with their grandparents in a compound 
in the Niger Delta. Adapting to life with a poor countryside family is a shock beyond 
measure after their privileged upbringing in Lagos.  
 
THRILLER 
 
KIGASHINO, Keigo   The devotion of suspect X 
Yasuko lives a quiet life, working in a Tokyo bento shop, a good mother to her only 
child. But when her ex-husband appears at her door without warning one day, her 
comfortable world is shattered. When Detective Kusanagi of the Tokyo Police tries to 
piece together the events of that day, he finds himself confronted by the most 
puzzling, mysterious circumstances he has ever investigated. Nothing quite makes 
sense, and it will take a genius to understand the genius behind this particular crime… 
 
  



Bromley House Library 
November Book List 

 
 

7 
 

NON FICTION 
 
AMERICA 
 
HAMILTON, Nigel   American Caesars. Lives of the American 
     Presidents 
The twentieth century has been called 'the American Century'. Not since the days of 
the Roman emperors has there been such a succession of rulers holding the fate of the 
world in their hands. Now, award-winning biographer Nigel Hamilton gives us the 
lives of the twelve men, from Franklin D. Roosevelt to George W. Bush, who 
presided over America's imperial fortunes - the good, the bad and the truly awful. 
How did these American Caesars reach the White House? What were the challenges 
they faced when they got there and how did they meet them? And who were these 
men in their private lives? 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
HAMILTON, Duncan   Old big ‘ead. The wit and wisdom of Brian  
     Clough 
He’s British football’s philosopher manqué. The most successful England manager 
we never had and a genuine footballing legend. To many, an outspoken working class 
hero. To others – mainly his targets – he was a bolshie northern gobshite. Never less 
than opinionated, often controversial and always eloquent, here we present Brian 
Clough, in his very own words… 
 
HAMILTON, Duncan   Provided you don’t kiss me. 20 years with Brian  
     Clough 
This is a strikingly intimate portrait, at times sad, at others joyous, in which one of the 
unforgettable characters of English football is laid bare. But it is also the story of a 
man's education in the bizarre happenings of the football world, appreciatively guided 
by the most wonderful, loud-mouthed, big-headed and cocksure teacher of all. 
 
RATCLIFFE, Sophie   P.G. Wodehouse. A life in letters 
The funniest and most adored writer of the twentieth century, P. G. Wodehouse 
always shied away from the idea of a biography, a retiring sort of chap, he expressed 
himself through the written word. So his letters, provide the best biographical 
accompaniment you could wish for to legendary comic creations such as Jeeves, 
Wooster, Psmith and the Empress of Blandings.  
 
WATERS, Chris   Fred Trueman. The authorised biography 
Beloved of cricket crowds who filled grounds to witness his belligerent way of 
playing the game, and nothing but trouble to the cricket authorities, ‘Fiery Fred’ was 
the epitome of a full-blooded Englishman. But as Chris Waters reveals in this first full 
biography, behind the charismatic, exuberant mask lay a far less self-assured man – 
terrified even that his new dog wouldn’t like him - and whose version of his bucolic 
upbringing bore no relation to the gritty and impoverished South Yorkshire mining 
community where he actually grew up.  
   
WINTERSON, Jeanette  Why be happy when you could be normal 
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This book is the story of a life's work to find happiness. It is a book full of stories: 
about a girl locked out of her home, sitting on the doorstep all night; about a tyrant in 
place of a mother, who has two sets of false teeth and a revolver in the duster drawer, 
waiting for Armageddon; about growing up in an northern industrial town now 
changed beyond recognition, part of a community now vanished; about the Universe 
as a Cosmic Dustbin. It is the story of how the painful past Jeanette Winterson 
thought she had written over and repainted returned to haunt her later life, and sent 
her on a journey into madness and out again, in search of her real mother.  
 
DRAMA 
 
BRECHT, Bertolt   The resistible rise of Arturo Ui 
Brecht's classic satire on the rise of Hitler described by Brecht as 'a gangster play that 
would recall certain events familiar to us all', Arturo Ui is a witty and savage satire of 
the rise of Hitler, recast by Brecht into a small-time Chicago gangster's takeover of 
the city's greengrocery trade. Using a wide range of parody and pastiche - from Al 
Capone to Shakespeare's Richard III and Goethe's Faust - Brecht's compelling parable 
continues to have relevance wherever totalitarianism appears today. Written during 
the Second World War in 1941, the play was one of the Berliner Ensemble's most 
outstanding box-office successes in 1959, and has continued to attract a succession of 
major actors. 
  
BUTTERWORTH, Jez  Jerusalem 
On St George's Day, the morning of the local county fair, Johnny Byron, local waster 
and modern day Pied Piper, is a wanted man. The council officials want to serve him 
an eviction notice, his children want their dad to take them to the fair, Troy 
Whitworth wants to give him a serious kicking and a motley crew of mates want his 
ample supply of drugs and alcohol... An invigorating, yelping, defiant portrait of 21st 
century shires England 
 
POLIAKOFF, Stephen  Shooting the past 
Oswald and Marilyn, are the custodians of the collection of 10 million black and 
white photographs housed in a beautiful period building on the edge of London. Their 
peaceful old fashioned existence is threatened when some Americans buy the property 
to turn it into a business school. They have to use their resources and ingenuity to 
fight the forces of the modern world and as they do so their battle uncovers a mystery 
from the past, hidden away amongst the photos which has a dramatic effect on the 
lives of all those involved.   Screen play 
 
WHITEHALL, Michael  Shark infested waters. Tales of an actor’s agent. 
Theatrical agent, Michael Whitehall, has represented anyone who is anyone in show 
business: from Stewart Granger, Tom Courtenay,  Nigel Havers, Daniel Day Lewis 
and David Hemmings to Colin Firth, Richard Griffiths, Kenneth More, Edward Fox, 
Richard E. Grant, Judi Dench, John Le Mesurier and Donald Sinden. In his memoir, 
Whitehall contrasts the glamorous image of theatrical life with the mundane realities 
of the business, while passing on some startling trade secrets along the way. A laconic 
raconteur of refreshingly unstar-struck theatrical anecdotes, Whitehall deftly sketches 
the social comedy of his eccentric background: growing up in suburban London in the 
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1950s, his schooldays at Ampleforth and his subsequent adventures as a prep school 
master, worthy of Evelyn Waugh himself, before becoming an actors' agent.  
 
ECONOMICS 
 
GALBRAITH, J.K.   The Great Crash 1929 
No account of the financial insanity of 1929 has been issued in a form at once so 
readable, so humorous, and so carefully authenticated as this classic book. J.K. 
Galbraith examines the 'gold rush fantasy' in American psychology and describes its 
dire consequences. The Florida land boom, the operations of Insull, Kreuger and 
Hatry, and the fabulous Shenandoah Corporation all come together in this penetrating 
study of concerted human greed and folly. From the cold figures of Wall Street the 
author wrenches a truly human drama. 
 
LEWIS, Michael   Boomerang. The meltdown tour 
Boomerang is a tragi-comic romp across Europe, in which Lewis gives full vent to his 
storytelling genius. The cheap credit that rolled across the planet between 2002 and 
2008 was more than a simple financial phenomenon: it was temptation, offering entire 
societies the chance to reveal aspects of their characters they could not normally 
afford to indulge. He also turns a merciless eye on America: on California, the 
epicentre of world consumption, where we see that a final reckoning awaits the most 
avaricious of nations too.  
 
ETHICS 
 
HICKS, Donna   Dignity. The essential role it plays in resolving  
     conflict in our lives and relationships 
The desire for dignity is universal and powerful. It is a motivating force behind all 
human interaction - in families, in communities, in the business world and in 
relationships at the international level. When dignity is violated, the response is likely 
to involve aggression, even violence, hatred and vengeance. On the other hand, when 
people treat one another with dignity, they become more connected and are able to 
create more meaningful relationships. Surprisingly, most people have little 
understanding of dignity, observes Donna Hicks in this important book. She examines 
the reasons for this gap and offers a new set of strategies for becoming aware of 
dignity's vital role in our lives and learning to put dignity into practice in everyday 
life. 
   
FOOD 
 
WRIGHT, Clarissa Dixon  A history of English food 
In this major new history of English food, Clarissa Dickson Wright takes the reader 
on a journey from the time of the Second Crusade and the feasts of medieval kings to 
the cuisine - both good and bad - of the present day. She looks at the shifting 
influences on the national diet as new ideas and ingredients have arrived, and as 
immigrant communities have made their contribution to the life of the country. She 
evokes lost worlds of open fires and ice houses, of constant pickling and preserving, 
and of manchet loaves and curly-coated pigs.  
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HISTORY 
 
COOPER, John   The Queen’s agent. Francis Walsingham at the 
     Court of Elizabeth I. 
Elizabeth I came to the throne at a time of insecurity and unrest. Rivals threatened her 
reign; England was a Protestant island, isolated in a sea of Catholic countries. Spain 
plotted an invasion, but Elizabeth's Secretary, Francis Walsingham, was prepared to 
do whatever it took to protect her. He ran a network of agents in England and Europe 
who provided him with information about invasions or assassination plots. He 
recruited likely young men and 'turned' others. He encourage Elizabeth to make war 
against the Catholic Irish rebels, with extreme brutality and oversaw the execution of 
Mary Queen of Scots. It is the story of a man devoted to his queen, sacrificing his 
every waking hour to save the threatened English state.- 
 
DAVIES, Norman   Vanished kingdoms. The history of half- 
     forgotten Europe. 
How many British people know that Glasgow was founded by the Welsh in a period 
when neither England nor Scotland existed? How many of us will remember the 
former Soviet Union in a few generations' time? Will our own United Kingdom 
become a distant memory too? As in his earlier celebrated books Europe: a history 
and The Isles, Norman Davies aims to subvert our established view of what seems 
familiar, and urges us to look and think again. This stimulating surprising book, full 
of unexpected stories, observations and connections, gives us a fresh and original 
perspective on the history of Europe. 
 
JONES, Nigel    Tower. An epic history 
Castle, royal palace, prison, torture chamber, execution site, zoo, mint, treasure house, 
armoury, record office, observatory and the most visited tourist attraction in the 
country: the Tower of London has been all these things and more. No building in 
Britain has been more intimately involved in our island's story than this mighty, 
brooding stronghold in the very heart of the capital, a place which has stood at the 
epicentre of dramatic, bloody and frequently cruel events for almost a thousand years. 
Now historian Nigel Jones sets this dramatic story firmly in the context of national - 
and international - events 
 
WEIR, Alison    The lady in the tower. The fall of Ann Boleyn 
On 2 May, 1536, in an act unprecedented in English history, Anne Boleyn, Henry 
VIII's second wife, was imprisoned in the Tower of London. On 15 May she was tried 
and found guilty of high treason and executed just four days later. Mystery surrounds 
the circumstances leading up to her arrest - did Henry instruct Thomas Cromwell to 
fabricate evidence to get rid of her so that he could marry Jane Seymour? Did 
Cromwell, for reasons of his own, construct a case against Anne and her faction, and 
then persuade the King? Or was Anne, in fact, guilty as charged? 
 
LONDON/WORLDWAR II 
 
SWEET, Matthew   The West End Front. The wartime secrets of  
     London’s grand hotels 
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A scandalously enjoyable account of lives, losses and inconsiderate love-making, 'The 
West End Front' boasts a visitors' book like no other. From the egregious con man Sir 
Curtis Lampson to the louche inhabitants of the 'Pink Sink' bar, Fifth columnists, 
communists, spies, spivs, charlatans and deposed monarchs, they're all here, somehow 
keeping their crumpets buttered and their dignity intact during the worst excesses of 
the Ritzkrieg. Delightfully gossipy and often moving, it shines an affectionate search-
light on an entirely forgotten chapter of World War Two.' 
 
NATURAL SCIENCE 
 
FOTHERGILL, Alastair   Frozen planet 
Take a journey to the last truly great wilderness regions. From the Great Melt in 
Spring to the 24-hour summer, the beginning of the Big Freeze and long dark winter, 
this epic television series will followed the dramatic landscapes and the emotional life 
stories of the animals that live there. Following the stories of the polar bear and wolf 
in the North Pole and the Adelie penguin and killer whale in the South Pole, we see 
how they survive these extremes, how they feed, mate and rear their young.  
But the real star is the ice and Frozen Planet tells its story, from its formation to its 
movement and its beauty. And of course what the future holds for it. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
HUGO, Pieter    Permanent error. 
In his previous well-received volumes of photographs, Hugo offers unflinching yet 
striking portraits of humans, animals, societies, and landscapes that shock and disturb, 
but also demand our attention. In Permanent Error, he documents a rubbish dump in 
Ghana that has become the repository for discarded computers from around the world. 
These haunting images document the true cost of a misguided policy - the shipping of 
millions of tons of obsolete computers to developing countries. The computers are 
burned to extract valuable metals, effectively turning the site into a toxic wasteland 
that contaminates air, soil, and groundwater for miles around. 
 
POLITICS 
 
CLINTON, Bill   Back to work. Why we need smart government 
     for a strong economy 
In Back to Work, Bill Clinton addresses the urgent economic challenges facing the 
United States and offers a plan to get America "back into the future business."  
He details how to get out of the current economic crisis and lay a foundation for long-
term prosperity, offering specific recommendations on how to put people back to 
work, increase bank lending and corporate investment, double exports, restore the 
manufacturing base, and create new businesses. He supports President Obama's 
emphasis on green technology, saying that a change in the way we produce and 
consume energy is the strategy most likely to spark a fast-growing economy and 
enhance national security. 
 
HARRIS, Robin   The Conservatives 
Taking as his starting point the larger-than-life personalities of the party's leaders and 
prime ministers since its inception, Robin Harris's book also examines the 
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interconnected themes and issues that have dominated Conservative politics over the 
years. The careers of Peel, Disraeli, Salisbury, Baldwin, Chamberlain, Churchill, 
Eden, Macmillan, Heath, Thatcher, Major, Hague and Cameron - and the political 
ideas that informed them - are analysed in forensic and fascinating detail. These 
portraits of some of the most powerful men (and one woman) in British history 
together form a vibrant and compelling narrative which shines new light on the 
history of Britain since the early nineteenth century.  
 
POLITICS & THEOLOGY 
 
YIWU, Liao    God is red. The secret story of how Christianity 
     survived and flourished in Communist China  
When journalist Liao Yiwu first stumbled upon a vibrant Christian community in the 
officially secular China, he knew little about Christianity. In fact, he’d been taught 
that religion was evil, and that those who believed in it were deluded, cultists, or 
imperialist spies. But as a writer whose work has been banned in China and has even 
landed him in jail, Liao felt a kinship with Chinese Christians in their unwavering 
commitment to the freedom of expression and to finding meaning in a tumultuous 
society. Unwilling to let his nation lose memory of its past or deny its present, Liao 
set out to document the untold stories of brave believers whose totalitarian 
government could not break their faith in God…  
 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 
PINKER, Steven   The better angels of our nature. The decline of  
     violence in history and its causes 
This riveting, myth-destroying book reveals how, contrary to popular belief, 
humankind has become progressively less violent, over millenia and decades. Can 
violence really have declined? The images of conflict we see daily on our screens 
from around the world suggest this is an almost obscene claim to be making. 
Extraordinarily, however, Steven Pinker shows violence within and between societies 
- both murder and warfare - really has declined from prehistory to today. We are 
much less likely to die at someone else's hands than ever before. Even the horrific 
carnage of the last century, when compared to the dangers of pre-state societies, is 
part of this trend.  
  
SOCIAL HISTORY 
 
NICOLSON, Adam   The gentry. Stories of the English 

We may well be ‘a nation of shopkeepers’, but for generations England was a country 
dominated by its middling families, rooted on their land, in their locality, with a 
healthy interest in turning a profit from their property and a deep distrust of the 
centralised state. The virtues we may all believe to be part of the English culture – 
honesty, affability, courtesy, liberality – each of these has their source in gentry life 
cultivated over five hundred years. These folk were the backbone of England. Adam 
Nicolson’s riveting new book concentrates on fourteen families with a time-span from 
1400 to the present day. From the medieval gung-ho of the Plumpton family to the 
high-seas adventures of the Lascelles in the 18th-century, to more modern examples, 
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the book provides a chronological picture of the English, seen through these intimate, 
passionate, powerful stories of family saga.  

TRANSLATION  
   
BELLOS, David   Is that a fish in your ear? Translation and the  
     meaning of everything 
The Ancient Greeks took no notice of anything unless it was said in Greek; the 
Romans made everyone speak Latin; and in India, people learned their neighbours' 
languages - as did many ordinary Europeans in times past. But today, we all use 
translation to cope with the diversity of languages. Without translation there would be 
no world news, not much of a reading list in any subject at college, no repair manuals 
for cars or planes, and we wouldn't even be able to put together flat pack furniture. 
Is That a Fish in Your Ear? ranges across the whole of human experience, from 
foreign films to philosophy, to show why translation is at the heart of what we do and 
who we are.  
 
TRAVEL 
 
MACKINTOSH SMITH, Tim  Landfalls 
For Ibn Batuttah of Tangier, being medieval didn't mean sitting at home waiting for 
renaissances, enlightenments and easyJet. It meant travelling the known world to its 
limits. Seven centuries on, Tim Mackintosh-Smith's passionate pursuit of the 
fourteenth-century traveller takes him to landfalls in remote tropical islands, torrid 
Indian Ocean ports and dusty towns on the shores of the Saharan sand-sea. His zigzag 
itinerary across time and space leads from Zanzibar to the Alhambra (via the 
Maldives, Sri Lanka, China, Mauritania and Guinea) and to a climactic conclusion to 
his quest for the man he calls 'IB' - a man who out-travelled Marco Polo by a factor of 
three, who spent his days with saints and sultans and his nights with an inter-
continental string of slave-concubines. 
 
O’BRIEN, Seamus   In the footsteps of Augustine Henry 
Augustine Henry is one of the most famous of the pioneering plant hunters to have 
travelled to China during the latter part of the 19th century, playing a key role in 
establishing the basis for our present knowledge of the Chinese flora. His account of 
the destruction of great tracts of China's forests prompted later plant hunters like E. H. 
Wilson, George Forrest, Frank Kingdon Ward and William Purdom to venture to 
China in the name of plant exploration and introduction. 'In the Footsteps of 
Augustine Henry' tells the fascinating story of his life and work and documents the 
expeditions undertaken by a dedicated team of botanists and horticulturalists in the 
1990s to revisit Henry's routes. 
 
SCIENCE 
 
COX, Brian & 
FORSHAW, Jeff    The quantum universe 
The Quantum Universe brings together two authors on a brilliantly ambitious mission 
to show that everyone can understand the deepest questions of science.  
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But just what is quantum physics? How does it help us understand the world? Where 
does it leave Newton and Einstein? And why, above all, can we be sure that the theory 
is good? The bizarre behaviour of the atoms and energy that make up the universe has 
led to some very woolly pronouncements on the nature of all interconnectedness. 
Here, Brian Cox and Jeff Forshaw give us the real science, and reveal the profound 
theories that allow for concrete, yet astonishing, predictions about the world. 
 
DAWKINS, Richard   The magic of reality 
What are things made of? What is the sun? Why is there night and day, winter and 
summer? Why do bad things happen? Are we alone? Throughout history people all 
over the world have invented stories to answer profound questions such as these. 
Have you heard the tale of how the sun hatched out of an emu's egg? Or what about 
the great catfish that carries the world on its back? Has anyone ever told you that 
earthquakes are caused by a sneezing giant? These fantastical myths are fun - but 
what is the real answer to such questions?  
 
WORLD WAR I 
 
ENGLUND, Peter   The beauty and the sorrow. An intimate history  
     of the First World War 
Describing the experiences of twenty ordinary people from around the world, all now 
unknown, he explores the everyday aspects of war: not only the tragedy and horror, 
but also the absurdity, monotony and even beauty. Two of these twenty will perish, 
two will become prisoners of war, two will become celebrated heroes and two others 
end up as physical wrecks. One of them go mad, another will never hear a shot fired. 
Following soldiers and sailors, nurses and government workers from Britain, Russia 
and Germany, and from Australia and South America - and in theatres of war often 
neglected by major histories on the period - Englund reconstructs their feelings, 
impressions, experiences and moods. 
 
WORLD WAR II 
 
RANKIN, Nicholas   Ian Fleming’s commandos. 
In 1942, Lieutenant-Commander Ian Fleming was personal assistant to the Director of 
Naval Intelligence - the dynamic figure behind James Bond's fictional chief, 'M'. 
Here, Fleming had a brilliant idea: why not set up a unit of authorised looters, men 
who would go in hard with the front-line troops and steal enemy intelligence? Known 
as '30 Assault Unit', they took part in the major campaigns of the Second World War, 
landing on the Normandy beaches and helping to liberate Paris. 30AU's final amazing 
coup was to seize the entire archives of the German Navy - thirty tons of documents. 
 


