CHEPPING WYCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING
25 January 2011
MINUTES

Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30 pm at the Council Office, Cock Lane, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks.

Present:
J Herschel (Chairman of the Council), J Eadon-Smith, Mrs S Digby, Ms E Belcher, Mrs S Herron, Ms J Johnson, C Jordan, L Willis, M Wilkes, R Smith, I Forbes, Ms K Wood and C Dodds.

C/11.01.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from D Johncock (Other Business), J Savage (Other Business), J White (Other Business) and Mrs J Chalmers (Sick Leave).
C/11.02.  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND CODE OF CONDUCT

There were none.

C/11.03.
COUNCIL MINUTES

It was RESOLVED that:

the Minutes of the Council Meeting of 2 November 2010 be approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman of Council.
C/11.04.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

(i)
AMENITY LAND COMMITTEE
The report of the Committee meeting held on 18 November 2010 was received and noted.

(ii)  
LEISURE FACILITIES COMMITTEE
The report of the Committee meeting held on 25 November 2010 was received and noted.

(iii)  
WORKS, SERVICES AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
The report of the Committee meeting held on 9 December 2010 was received and noted.
(iv)  
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
The report of the Committee meeting held on 18 January 2011 was received and noted.

It was RESOLVED that:

i. the recommendation at Minute FGP/11.08  for a grant of £350 to representatives of Juniper School, Flackwell Heath for planting between Churchill Close and Highlands (to be paid on completion of the project) be approved.

ii. the Council Budget for 2011/12 be set taking into account all of the recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes Committee at FGP/11.09.  

iii. the Council Precept for 2011/12 be set taking into account all of the recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes Committee at FGP/11.09 to a 2% increase of:

2010/11


2011/12 
338,412


345,180*
*it was noted that the figure equated to a Band D Charge of £52.93 per annum (or 2.1% actual increase in tax).
iv.
Wycombe District Council be asked to clarify the discrepancy between 
tax increases and precept increases. [Post Meeting Note:  It was 
understood that this was due to Council Tax exemptions and Discounts 
and that supporting evidence would be provided to the Clerk]; and
v.
Leisure Facilities Committee be asked to reconsider Playground 
improvement proposals with a view to obtaining up to a 25% saving in 
cost/scale at each site (on the initial proposals set out by the Playground 
Providers) and, once revised schemes were agreed by Council, seek grant 
funding to supplement existing (and any future) Earmarked Reserves for 
Play Equipment replacement.

C/11.05.
DIAMOND JUBILEE AND OLYMPICS

It was agreed that:

the Works, Services and Planning Committee be asked to continue to monitor any existing and consider any new projects that could involve the Council in relation to options for celebrating/commemorating the Diamond Jubilee (2-5 June 2012) and Olympics (27 July – 12 August 2012) and Para Olympics (31 August – 11 September 2012).

C/11.06.
WARD BUDGET: COUNCILLOR MS K WOOD

District Councillor Ms K Wood was formally thanked for presenting her Ward Allocation budget (£560) to the Council for planting around Queensmead, Loudwater.  It was noted that the planting had already taken place and had received much positive feedback from local residents.
C/11.07.  
PROPOSITIONS

Following a proposition tabled by D Johncock on s.106 monies at Magpie Lane, Flackwell Heath, it was agreed that:
Wycombe District Council be asked to reconsider and respond to the Council’s original submission on the topic, namely:

i. Wycombe District Council be advised that the Parish Council saw no evidence that any regard had been taken of the precondition stipulated by the Council prior to any consideration of adoption of the land at Magpie Close within the revised draft scheme (namely, the inclusion of anti-parking bollards and low maintenance surfacing);
ii. Wycombe District Council be further asked to advise on the s.106 options that were discussed and agreed with Shanly Homes in relation to the development of the above site (in particular in relation to the apparent absence of funding for local improvements, e.g. Playgrounds) and whether such alternative s.106 benefits could be further considered with Shanly Homes as part of this scheme; and

iii. Council be kept informed of any substantive developments for reconsideration at a future meeting once the details at (i) and (ii) above were forthcoming.
C/11.08.  
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL
Localism Bill

Following a question raised by C Jordan, it was agreed that:

the Finance & General Purposes Committee be asked to continue to monitor any development in Central Government policy relating to the enactment of the Localism Bill and any implications for Parish and Town Councils.

Loudwater Bridge
Following a question raised by R Smith, it was agreed that:

Bucks County Council be asked to advise the Council on progress in completing the new footbridge to Loudwater Combined School and to provide assurances that the work would be completed before the end of the Financial Year 2010/11.

Parish Meal

It was noted that the Parish Meal was scheduled to take place on Friday 25 March 2011 and Members were asked to advise the Chairman of Council of how many places they would wish him to book.

Following a question raised by the Chairman of Council, it was agreed that:

the Parish Meal in 2011 take place at the Old Queen’s Head, Tylers Green.
C/11.09.  
ADDRESS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
A resident of Rays Lane, Tylers Green addressed the Council setting out his concerns regarding speeding along the track and the Amenity Land Committee’s decision of 18 November 2010 for no work to be carried out in view of lack of budget, evidence of speeding and flooding risk.
It was agreed that:

i. the issue of speeding on Rays Lane, Tylers Green be refereed for consideration by the Works, Services and Planning Committee and the site visit of that Committee on 21 July 2011;
ii. at the Parish Council’s cost, Bucks County Council be asked to install a Speed Indicator Device (SID) on Rays Lane to capture vehicle speed information; and
iii. professional advice on traffic calming on Rays Lane be sought from Transport for Buckinghamshire (Bucks County Council) together with options for funding any necessary works from Local Community Plan (LCP) monies (to be considered by the Works, Services & Planning Committee).

C/11.10.  
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
I Forbes declared a personal but not prejudicial interest in cheque No. 6910 (Thames Water Utilities) in his capacity as an employee of Thames Water.

It was RESOLVED THAT:

the accounts for payment, cheque numbers 6902 to 6912 be approved for payment and the cheques be signed.

C/11.11.
  CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Confidential Reports and Exclusion of Press and Public 

Item no C/11.12. was considered as a Confidential Report as it concerned staffing issues relating to the Council as an employer.
In view of the confidential report before Members, it was RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
C/11.12.  
STAFF SALARIES 2011/12
It was RESOLVED that:

the Staff Salaries for 2011/12 be set in accordance with the instruction by Council and all staff be duly notified of the outcome in each case. 

The meeting concluded at 8.50 pm.
H R O Jones

Clerk of the Council
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