CHEPPING WYCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Report of the meeting of the Committee held on Tuesday 18 January 2011 at the Council Office, Cock Lane, Tylers Green, High Wycombe, Bucks.

Present:

I Forbes (Chairman), Ms K Wood (Vice-Chairman), J Eadon-Smith, 
J Herschel, C Dodds, J White.
In Attendance:

C Jordan

FGP/11.01. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from M Wilkes (Other Business), D Johncock (Other Business) and J Savage (Other Business).
FGP/11.02.   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.

FGP/11.03.  REVIEW OF HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Health and Safety Policy Statement 
It was RESOLVED that:

the wording of the draft Health and Safety Policy Statement be adopted by the Council for 2011 and duly signed by the Chairman of Council (review date: January 2012).  

Annual Accident Report 2010 
It was noted that no Staff Accidents were recorded in 2010.
FGP/11.04.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION
The Localism Bill
It was noted that the Council would need to consider the implications for the authority of the Localism Bill being enacted and that any cost implications for the Council would require future debate.  In addition to the impact of a Village Plan statement, the Committee was also mindful of the necessity for appropriate training sessions to deal with new powers or duties for Parish and Town Councils that could come into force.
FGP/11.05.  AUDIT REPORTS
In House Audit 
The Committee received  a verbal update report from the In House Auditors, who were broadly content with the financial operations and processes of the Council. It was requested that both the Clerk and Finance Assistant be thanked for their work.

It was agreed that:

i. a training session be allocated for Members to deal with Financial Reporting; and

ii. a basic order book (hard copy) be kept in the Office to assist Staff with key information when there were absences and to act as a log of receipts for orders.
 

Internal Audit Report (Interim) 2010/11
The contents of the Internal Audit (Interim) 2010/11 report were noted together with an update on how all the minor recommendations had been implemented.

Internal Audit: Best Value Review
It was noted that Mr D Timms had been appointed the Internal Auditor for the 2011/12 Council Year.
FGP/11.06.  COUNCIL REGULATIONS AND POLICIES

Review of Committee Terms of Reference, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
It was agreed that:

the Policies and Regulations Working Group be asked to consider Committee Terms of Reference, Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations prior to the Committee meeting on 17 March 2011 with the aim of bringing a recommended model to that meeting.
FGP/11.07.  LAND REGISTRATION

Land Registration Update 
It was noted that the progress in registering Council owned/maintained land (and Land in which the Council had an interest) was satisfactory and that the Committee would be kept informed of significant developments.
FGP/11.08.  GRANTS, SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS

Joint Bucks County Council/FHRA: Request for a Grant

It was noted that the body seeking the contribution was essentially the Juniper School Parents’ Association.
It was noted that the Council power to contribute financially and/or to incur expenditure not otherwise authorised on any project which in the Council’s opinion is in the interest of the area or part of it and/or all or some of its inhabitants was conferred under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1992, s.137.  The Committee was satisfied that all of the s.137 criteria existed in this case for a grant to be lawful.
It was agreed that:

at its meeting on 25 January 2011, Council be recommended to approve a grant of £350 to representatives of Juniper School, Flackwell Heath for planting between Churchill Close and Highlands (to be paid on completion of the project).

FGP/11.09.  COMMITTEE FINANCES 

Income and Expenditure 
The contents of the report before Members was noted.

Budget Setting2011/12 
It was RESOLVED that:

(i)
the contents of the report before Members be noted;
(ii)
Council be recommended at its meeting on 25 January 2011 to set the precept 
increase at 2.0%; 
(iii)
Council be further recommended to adopt the following proposed 
amendments to the draft 2011/12 Budget:
	BUDGET VOTES


	From
	To

	401/4453 

Office Equipment

	2,060
	Nil

	401/4068 

Computers & Data Storage

	2,060
	Nil

	201/4906
Ashley Drive New Plots

	1,000
	Nil

	101/4037
Gen Amenity Areas

Grounds Maintenance

	3,000
	2,500

	102/4037
Fennels Wood & Railway Land

Grounds Maintenance

	2,500
	2,000

	104/4037
Kingswood
Grounds Maintenance

	5,000
	4,250

	105/4037
Tylers Green Common

Grounds Maintenance

	4,000
	3,750

	EAR MARKED RESERVES


	From
	To

	[Deed of Grant
	Transfer amount to be agreed
	General Reserve]

	Deed of Grant

	10,200 EMR at 31/03/12
	Amount to be agreed EMR at 31/03/12


	[Play Equipment Reserve
	17,350 Allocation
	7,350 Allocation]

	Play Equipment Reserve

	35,350 EMR at 31/03/12
	25,350 EMR at 31/03/12

	[Kingswood Improvements
	2,500 Allocation
	Nil Allocation]

	Kingswood Improvements

	11,150 EMR at 31/03/12
	8,650 EMR at 31/03/12


It was suggested that The Deed of Grant transfer would be used to bring the 2011/12 budget into balance such that there would be no call on or transfer from the general reserve and the actual figure after checking would be presented to Council. This figure was £3,306.
FGP/11.10.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was RESOLVED THAT the accounts for payment, cheque numbers 6889 to 6901, direct debit to Unicom (Telephone Charges to Jan 11) and staff payflow be approved for payment and the cheques be signed.
FGP/11.11.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Confidential Reports and Exclusion of Press and Public 

In view of the confidential reports it was RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.
FGP/11.12.  REVIEW OF STAFF SALARY PROPOSAL

It was RESOLVED that:

The staff salary proposals for 2011/12 be recommended to Council on 25 January 2011 without amendment.

The meeting concluded at 9.25 pm.

H R O Jones

19 January 2011
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