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Nurturing Peace Makers
Dear Friends, 
In our last letter in May, we wrote extensively about the social unrest in Kingston. We are pleased to say that the situation is now much quieter. Dudus exercised much power and authority in communities across Jamaica. Many of his associates joined him in Tivoli Gardens during the unrest, where some were killed and others subsequently arrested. Dudus escaped from Tivoli during the unrest and was on the run for several weeks. He was finally arrested in late June and, following his decision to waive his right to an extradition hearing in Jamaica, he was immediately sent to the United States where he is now on trial for drug- and gun-trafficking charges. 

There is a strong feeling that the events in Tivoli and the death and arrest of many gunmen have led to a significant decrease in crime and violence. The Jamaica Gleaner of September 15 reported: ‘Police crime statistics indicate a whopping decrease of 42 per cent in the number of murders recorded in August 2010 when compared to August 2009. In August 2010, there were 81 murders compared to 139 in August 2009. This is the lowest number of murders recorded in any one month since the start of 2010. This is the third consecutive month in 2010 that the number of murders has dipped below the 100 mark. The overall figures for recorded murders from the start of the year to the end August show a total decrease of 59 murders. June recorded 91 murders, and July, 84 murders’. Encouraging as these numbers may be, they still show a totally unacceptable rate of murders for a small country like Jamaica. 
The International University of the Caribbean (IUC) has a special commitment to peace; our motto is Seek Peace, Pursue Excellence. Every time we meet with students we hear their experiences of violence and death. Two of our students teach at Tivoli High School and talked about their return to work when the school reopened after being closed for two weeks during the unrest in May. They told of the trauma experienced by the students, but also of their resilience and the ways in which they were putting their lives back together, despite the death of family members and friends. 
We have both been teaching a course recently, entitled The Nurture of Peace Makers. This is a Masters course for students who are mostly teachers, working in primary and secondary schools across Jamaica. As a pre-course assignment, the students were asked to write about their understanding of what it means to be a peace maker and to share one example of a time when they had acted as a peace maker. We were particularly impressed by the story from one of the students and she was happy when we asked if we could share her story with others. 
‘In my community where I once lived, I reared several animals and my neighbour’s dogs kept killing them and this was a big problem. It got so bad I had to do something. So I examined the options. First, I could have taken him to court. Secondly, I could have built a stronger fence so that the dogs couldn’t get in. But I had a better idea. I gave some goats to the neighbour’s children. When these goats began to multiply and their little flock began to develop, the neighbour tied up the dogs and also built a fence and my problems were over… the nature of a peacemaker allows us to be creative, to use our imaginations to solve conflicts in such a way that peace reigns… In all of our relationships, Jesus calls us to be peacemakers.’ 

What a wonderful example of peacemaking. We are sure you can imagine how the students’ stories provided plenty to talk about and reflect on during the course. For the tutorial, the students were divided in groups of four or five and asked to present a conflict that had arisen or could arise in their workplaces or communities. Jamaicans seem to have a great ability to prepare life-like and exciting drama presentations. The students excelled both in their presentations and in their perceptive analysis of the causes of these conflicts and how they were or could have been managed more effectively.  In addition, the students prepared the outline for a series of workshops that they could implement in their schools. In this way, the students apply the new learning from the course in their workplaces. 
The IUC degree for nurses has now become well established and we had our first ‘striping’ ceremony recently. At this ceremony each of the nurses received a yellow stripe, which has since been sewn onto their uniforms. This stripe shows that they have successfully completed the first year of training. At the start of each academic year they will receive an additional stripe to show that they are a year further on with their training. After appropriate speeches and awards and the handing out of the stripes, the room was darkened and the student nurses recessed, singing and carrying lighted candles. 
We are preparing for the installation of a new Chancellor at IUC. We will be celebrating the fifth anniversary of the University’s launch in November and our first Chancellor, Sir Howard Cooke, former Governor General of Jamaica and an outstanding lay pastor of the United Church will be demitting office. The new Chancellor will be the Honourable Mr Justice Patrick Lipton Robinson, OJ. He has had a long and distinguished legal career and is the current President of the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) at The Hague in the Netherlands. He is a member of the United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. He is an avid supporter of track and field athletics and sees sport as an integral part of national development. In 2007, he published Jamaican Athletics – a model for 2012 and the world. We are pleased and proud that Justice Robinson has accepted this invitation to serve as Chancellor and his commitment to justice through his work in Jamaica and now at the ICTY supports the commitment of the University to nurturing peace makers in various walks of life. We look forward to his installation on November 5th. 

Best wishes,

Jane and Roy
 

