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Dear Friends,
We want to write this time about an intern minister who has been with Roy, training for ministry at the International University of the Caribbean (IUC), in the Institute for Theological and Leadership Development (ITLD), since he was accepted for training for the ordained ministry of the United Church. We will call him David, which is his real name as he is happy for us to write about him and about his journey towards ordination. Since he completed his formal training and received his BA in Theology, Roy has seen him at least every month when he comes into Kingston for his day of sessions in the intern programme and he has stayed with him in his manse to see him at work. He has also been with the United Church Moderator to see David at work and preaching in one of his congregations. Most recently, when Bill and Margaret Black from JES were visiting Jamaica, Roy took them to see David. 

David candidated for ministry from a deep rural congregation as a mature student. Because of lack of opportunities and financial support he had left school with minimal academic qualifications but had proved himself a dedicated church worker filling many positions in his local church. David had not read a book since leaving school and did not enjoy reading and writing, so he faced many challenges when he started his ministerial formation and training. Despite these drawbacks he has approached his studies with great fortitude and he now reads good academic books for pleasure as well as for the learning they give him! He has become a proficient English speaker as well as remaining fluent in his natural patois dialect.

Since being placed in a charge under the supervision of an experienced minister over three years ago, David has become loved, admired and respected by the members. It is a geographically expansive charge with six congregations spread over some of the hilly interior of the island. Access to some of the communities is tortuous over winding, steep pot-holed roads – the views and the welcome from the people make the journey more that worthwhile. David originally worked in three of the churches; he has now moved to the other side of the charge and looks after the other three churches. 
When the Moderator and Roy visited to hear David preach we were going to worship at Mount Carmel in a community called Colonel’s Ridge, high in the mountains. On the way there we passed another of David’s churches, Light of the Valley. David was preaching at the two points high in the hills while at Light of the Valley one of the elders was to take the service. We stopped to greet some of the members arriving for worship and noticed a sign hung outside the church. It said ‘Gone too Soon.’  When we enquired about the sign we heard that a young man from the community, the grand-son of an elder in the church, had been shot dead in Kingston earlier that week. He was in the army and had unwittingly crossed a boundary between rival communities in a volatile city area and had been killed. It was the second grandson this lady elder had lost to violence in Kingston.

When we reached Mount Carmel David joined the service after completing the worship at Mahoe Hill. He shared this information with the members and we prayed for the family. David included a true story coming out his pastoral activities of the preceding week in his sermon. David had recently started a Bible study at Light of the Valley and was doing a pastoral visit to a sick elderly lady before the Bible study, when the daughter burst into the room and informed him that they were going to kill a man in the road, as people said he was a goat thief. David confessed to the congregation that he has a natural desire to keep out of trouble and preserve his own skin! He knew he had to do something and went out to confront an angry crowd who had already badly beaten this man and they were about to take him into the field and cut his throat. Country people can become very desperate about the stealing of livestock and crops as they provide their only source of income. This stealing can impoverish them and the police are too far away and too understaffed to do anything about it.  As David was known and respected in the community he was able to get a hearing. A couple of dead goats had been found and this man, a stranger, was found hiding in the field. Consequently the people thought that he must be the goat thief and they must kill him to set an example to other potential thieves. Gradually David persuaded them that he would take the man in his car to the nearest police station at a small town about twelve miles away. Reluctantly they pushed the man in the car and David drove him to the police station. David tried to comfort the man who sobbed for the whole journey, convinced that he was still going to be killed. The female police sergeant who was on duty knew the man and knew what had happened. The man has a mental health problem and when there are loud noises he is convinced that gun-men are coming to kill him and he runs away and hides in the fields. He had been found and brought to the police station on previous occasions.  This time he had wandered farther than usual and had unfortunately wandered into a community where these goats had been killed. 
David used the story not to stress his courage but to illustrate how we can be swept away by the crowd and become brutal. The chant ‘Crucify him’ on Good Friday must be the most frightening example of that. It also reminds us that our faith is not a Sunday business but must influence every action we take.

On the way down the hill, David and one of his elders were in front in David’s car and Roy and the Moderator were following in the Moderator’s car. David motioned us to stop at the bottom of the hill and we visited the grand-mother of the soldier and spent an important time of prayer with her. The quality of David’s spiritual leadership was demonstrated by the depth and insight of the elder’s closing remarks.  David was a thoughtful class member in Pastoral Care and Counselling classes and has clearly shared some of his new insights with this elder. Many Christians in Jamaica take a very certain approach to unexplainable pain and suffering, making the comment that it is all God’s will and we must rejoice that the person who has suffered and died in now in heaven. The elder put her arm around the grandmother and said ‘I cannot begin to understand what has happened to you and why – but I can promise you two things, I will pray for you and I will always be here to stand beside you when you want me.’ What spiritual depth in someone that people would say was an uneducated country woman!

If you get the chance to talk to Bill and Margaret Black they will share more about their visit to Jamaica, including their trip to see David and some of the beautiful people they met in his charge.

We are sure you will join us in praying for David’s continuing ministry and ministerial development.

In closing, we will share a bit of personal news. We enjoyed Bill and Margaret’s visit; Roy’s sister Christine is with us for three weeks now, her second visit and her first for eleven years. Mary has made a quick trip the other way, linking a couple of casual leave days to the Easter holidays to go and see her niece, Daisy,  for the first time, her brother and sister-in-law, David and Vicky, and her grandmother, Joyce.

We hope that you have a blessed Easter and sense the presence of the risen Christ in your life.        
Best wishes, 

Jane and Roy

