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Apr 6

9.30am First Sunday Service, led by Guild

 (Start of third term Springboard)

10.30am Morning Worship

 (Start of third term Spectrum)

Apr 13 

10.30am Morning Worship

Apr 20

10.30am Morning Worship

Apr 25 Friday

7.30pm Pre-communion Service

Apr 27

9.30am Communion

10.30am Communion

 (Springboard and Spectrum meet as 

usual)

3.00pm Communion (Braid Room)

May 4

9.30am First Sunday Service

10.30am Morning Worship

Alison I Swindells

Please deliver material for the May Leafl et  
to the Editors’ pigeon hole by 10.30am on 

Sunday 13th April, or to 17 Jordan Lane, 

EH10 4RA or by email to 

alison.murison@googlemail.com or 

j.murison@ed.ac.uk by 6pm on 

Tuesday 15th April.

For information about church organisa-

tions, please contact the Church Of fice  

(Mon–Fri, 9.30am–12.30pm):

Mrs May Brown

  e-mail: greenbankchurch@btconnect.com

The pastoral team can be con tact ed through 

the Church Offi ce:

Rev Alison Swindells

  email: alisonswindells@blueyonder.co.uk

Mrs Anne Oxbrow

Dear Friends

Time is deceptive. On the 

one hand it hardly seems 

like a year since I started 

at Greenbank. On the other 

it seems a long time since I 

returned from India. 

When asked whether I 

enjoyed my visit to India, 

I fi nd it diffi cult to answer. 

What I can say is that it was 

a fascinating trip and an ex-

perience that I will always 

treasure. It was a whirlwind 

tour – we managed to visit 

three different regions of the 

country in ten days. Two of 

these were rural. One was in the very heart of 

India. The other was in the tribal plains on the 

border with Bhutan. In between we stopped 

for a couple of days at Kolkata (formerly 

Calcutta). In all these places we received a 

warm welcome from the congregations of the 

Church of North India. 

India is a country of huge contrasts. It has 

one of the fastest growing economies in the 

world. Yet alongside that wealth is desperate 

poverty. And perhaps the most diffi cult things 

to come to terms with is that very contrast. 

People driving through the city in expensive 

cars pass other people who are washing 

themselves and their clothes at standpipes by 

the side of the streets. In the midst of this we 

saw and heard much about what the Church 

in India is doing, particularly to help the 

more vulnerable in society – the women, the 

children and the landless. We have so much 

to learn from our partner churches around 

the world, who are proclaiming the Easter 

Gospel, spreading the good news of Christ’s 

resurrection in word and deed, and bringing 

new life and hope where otherwise there 

would be none. 

On a lighter note, one of the memories of 

India that is imprinted on my mind is of the 

traffi c. The roads are crammed with every-

thing from heavy goods vehicles to bicycles 

so laden with goods that it is hard to see the 

cyclist. There are battered yellow taxis and 

automated rickshaws, ox-carts and barrows, 

pedestrians and cows, all in competition with 

one another for a piece of tar. In one village 

the traffi c came to a stand-

still as a chicken chased 

a young puppy out of its 

territory – a great example 

of hen-pecking! In one of 

the rural areas we travelled 

quite a distance by road. 

That morning the bishop 

came with his driver, Sanje, 

to pick us up. After the 

luggage was loaded on to 

the roof and everyone had 

fastened their seatbelts, 

the Bishop led us in prayer 

for travelling mercies. In 

that prayer he included a 

specifi c request for wisdom for the driver. It 

soon became clear why! 

Although traffi c in India is supposed to keep 

to the left, what actually seems to happen is 

that wherever you see a space ahead of you, 

you move into it no matter what side of the road 

the space is on. That is bad enough in the cities 

where sheer volume slows the traffi c down. 

It is much worse on the country road, which 

forms one of the main trading routes south 

from Tibet. You fi nd yourself being driven into 

the face of trucks travelling at quite a speed, 

while at the same time swerving erratically to 

miss the potholes! Hence the prayer for wis-

dom – wisdom to know when to move forward, 

when to slow down; wisdom to discern when 

to get out of the way of other traffi c, wisdom 

to see when it is safer to vacate the road 

completely and drive along the verge! When 

I remarked jokingly that the Church of North 

India employ ferocious drivers, the General 

Secretary replied that the reason they employ 

them is to teach people how to pray!!

Refl ecting on the experience later, I did 

wonder if there wasn’t a lesson here for our 

own lives, which are so often lived in the fast 

lane. Let us pray for God’s wisdom as we try 

to discern when to move forward, when to slow 

down, which direction to follow, and when it 

is appropriate to take time out! 

And whatever speed you are travelling at, 

may you know the peace, love and joy of the 

risen Christ in your lives this Easter-tide.

Yours sincerely
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General
The Annual Business Meeting of the Congregation provides an 

opportunity for the Board to report on its management of the 

Congregation’s property and fi nances during the preceding cal-

endar year. At this year’s meeting, attended by approximately 80 

people after the morning service on 9th March, the activities of 

2007 were reviewed in the reports of the Preses, Mr Jim Young, 

the Property Convener, Mr Malcolm Watters and the Treasurer, 

Mrs Fiona Watt and appreciation of the contributions of a number 

of individuals were recorded.

Property

The most signifi cant element of work carried out during the year 

was the renovation of the manse. Substantial rewiring and con-

sequent redecoration as well as the installation of a new kitchen 

were completed in July. Our own pre-School had moved into the 

Centenary Hall which had been vacated by South Morningside 

Nursery school. Redecoration of the Session Room and repainting 

of the Lower Hall windows had been undertaken along with the 

fi tting of protective panels to the outside of windows fronting 

Braidburn Terrace, which had suffered from vandalism, and to 

the inside of the lancet windows in the Main Hall to safeguard 

them from accidental damage during games enjoyed by youth 

groups. Maintenance of the boilers servicing the New Halls had 

been undertaken and leaks on the fl at roof outside the Hermit-

age Room and at the West door had been repaired. Repairs to 

the hinges to the metal gate leading to the West Door were being 

undertaken. Mr Colin McCulloch had been appointed to the role 

of Safety Co-ordinator and had drawn up a schedule of safety 

check which must be carried out and recorded by the Church Of-

fi cer. He had also issued fi re evacuation instructions to all leaders 

of organisations and arranged for these to be given to occasional 

users of the Church premises. Practice fi re drills were part of 

the routine, including occasional drills during Sunday services. 

Facilities for PowerPoint projection had become available and 

a generous donation had enabled the purchase of a monitor with 

DVD player housed in a mobile trolley. Mrs Fiona Greig and 

a team of helpers had looked after the garden and Mr David 

Ferguson had fi ne-tuned the sound system in the church; their 

work had been greatly appreciated. Mr Jim Davidson had given 

his usual practical service in the conduct of his church offi cer 

duties and during his absence towards the end of the year due to 

a troublesome shoulder we had been fortunate that Mr Jim Fergie 

had been able to provide assistance. Miss Morag Myles had suc-

ceeded Angus Haw as cleaner and kept the church and halls in 

good condition. The halls had been well used by church groups 

and outside organisations and Mr Alan Armit had been a tactful 

and effi cient Halls Convenor in accommodating their needs.

Finance

The new requirements of the accounting regulations overseen 

by the Offi ce of the Scottish Charities Regulator (OSCR) had 

necessitated a major overhaul of the compilation and presenta-

tion of the church accounts. Under the new format the document, 

comprising 23 pages, had to be approved by the Congregation’s 

Trustees who were all the members of the Kirk Session and 

congregational Board and this approval was granted at a special 

meeting on 2nd March 2008. The document contained detailed 

narrative about the structure and activities of the church and, 

unlike previous accounts, included fi nancial information about 

all the organisations under the control of the Kirk Session as well 

as detailing the main congregational fi nancial information. The 

Manse and the Church Offi cer’s House were shown as assets 

at market value, as were investments previously shown at cost, 

only. All funds had to be categorised as General, Designated or 

Restricted. Copies of the approved accounts were available for 

the information of any member of the congregation. In addition 

a copy of the Management Report and Financial Commentary 

had been issued to every household with a copy of the March 

Leafl et and that document was the equivalent of the short form 

of accounts and budget issued in previous years. With regard 

to the fi nancial performance of the congregation over the year 

total income had amounted to £263,442 and total expenditure 

was £230,735 thereby yielding a surplus at the end of the year 

of £32,707 which had been transferred to the Centenary Project 

Fund thus reducing the defi cit in that Fund to £21,472. It was 

hoped that that defi cit would be cleared by the end of 2008. A 

loan of £30,000 repayable over 5 years had been received from 

the Church of Scotland Trustees to assist with the funding of 

the Manse renovations which had been quantifi ed at a defi cit of 

£55,590 refl ecting all building and renovation costs, fees and 

rental for temporary accommodation of the minister in a rented 

fl at. There was also a bank overdraft facility which at the year 

end stood at £12,635. The budget for 2008 forecast a surplus 

of £21,600 which would be suffi cient to clear the defi cit in the 

Centenary Project Fund but not allow for reserves to be accumu-

lated within the Fabric Fund for longer term maintenance. The 

budgeted income refl ected the reduction in the amount of tax 

recoverable under Gift Aid. The budgeted expenditure included 

a sum set aside for ministerial assistance with specifi c responsi-

bilities for youth work which had been a factor in the granting 

of an appeal against the original allocation of our contribution to 

Ministries and Mission. An article had been printed in the March 

Leafl et requesting members to review the level of their giving to 

the church. The work of the Assistant Treasurers, Mrs Elizabeth 

Mackay and Miss Kathryn Sangster, was commended as was the 

assistance of the Independent Examiner Mrs Anne Dobson who 

was not a member of the congregation.

Retirals and Elections

Mrs Rona Ferguson and Mrs Susan Jackman had completed one 

term as elected members and were re-elected to serve a second 

term. There were no other vacancies. Miss Doris Laing and 

Mrs Enid Mowat and Messrs Alistair Hunter, Stuart Macmillan, 

Lennie Maguire, Neil Ross and Ian Thomson retired as elders 

nominated by the Kirk Session. The Kirk Session had nominated 

Mr Roger Bland, Mrs Anne Kinnear, Mrs Katy Maguire, Dr Joan 

Ritchie, Mrs Jean Roynon-Jones, Mrs Gill Sweetman and Mrs 

Dorothy Whitehead as elders to serve for a term of three years.

Thanks

In addition to the thanks noted above, tribute was paid to the 

considerable professional and practical skills of Mr Malcolm 

Watters who had served for 11 years with energy and commitment 

as Property Convener and who had intimated that he wished to 

retire from that offi ce. Mrs Fiona Watt was warmly commended 

for her sterling achievements in managing the fi nances of the 

congregation and producing and having approved compliant 

accounts in the new format within a tight time frame. The work 

of Mrs May Brown in the church offi ce was acknowledged with 

appreciation and thanks were also accorded to the Preses, Mr 

Jim Young, the Clerk to the Board, Miss Kathleen Patrick, and 

all serving and retiring members of the Board. 

Kathleen Patrick, Clerk to the Board

Report of 2008 Annual Business Meeting
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World Mission
Extract from World Mission’s 

March Update Issue 07-03-08

AFRICA: World church body to 
monitor Zimbabwe Elections
The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, the 

Rev. Samuel Kobia, has told his UN counterpart, Ban Ki-moon, 

that the ecumenical body and its member churches in Africa 

are planning for the monitoring of elections scheduled in Zim-

babwe on 29th March. In a statement released after Ban met 

Kobia on 3rd March at the invitation of the WCC leader, the 

world church body said that in private talks, the UN general 

secretary had said the WCC had played an important role in the 

democratisation of his home country, Korea. Their discussions 

touched on democratic electoral processes with references by 

Kobia to Kenya and to the upheaval in Armenia after recent 

Oberammergau 2010
This may seem a long way into the future now but if, like me, 

you have cherished a dream of going to the Oberammergau 

Passion Play, and if you might like to make the pilgrimage in 

a Greenbank group, the 41st Play will run between 15th May 

and 3rd October 2010.

As in 2000, we have turned to McCabe Travel (www.mccabe-

travel.co.uk/Oberammergau-2010) to assist in the organisation 

of the visit. We have been offered a choice of three departure 

dates between late June and early August, culminating with a 

one- or two-night stay in or near Oberammergau, and with 6 or 

8 days, based in three- or four-star accommodation, in either the 

Salzkammergut, the Tyrol or the village of Maria Alm. Estimated 

costs, including fl ights from Edinburgh and tickets to the play, 

are in the region of £1100−£1250.

The next step is yours! If you’d be interested in joining a 

Greenbank group, I’d be happy to hear from you, by Friday 25th 

April (2008!) please, with your contact details and an indication 

of the possible number in your party: email jillpowlettbrown@

hotmail.com; snailmail to 18 Craighouse Terrace, EH10 5LJ. 

The reason for this seeming haste is that we are asked to identify 

travel dates by the end of May (2008) to secure the booking.

If there is enough interest, a small group will then be put 

together to co-ordinate arrangements.

Jill Powlett-Brown

Spring Fair, Braid Centre, Nile Grove

Saturday 24th May 10am−2.30pm
Although the Spring Fair is still a few weeks away, some 

preparations are necessary now, in order to get a good variety of 

interesting articles for the stalls. Spring Cleaning may result in 

some good quality material for the New and Nearly New Stall 
while the Craft Stall is an excellent outlet for those talented 

people wishing to put their hobby to a good cause. Now is also 

the time to give the garden a spring clean. All plants are inclined 

to outgrow the space allocated to them! This surplus can be pot-

ted up for the Plant Stall. There will also be a good selection of 

popular summer bedding plants available on the stall. 

The Book Stall will also benefi t from books which you have 

read and are happy to pass on. DVDs, CDs and jigsaws will 

also be very acceptable on this stall.

The most popular stall is always the Baking Stall but with a 

Sale lasting over four hours, home baking, preserves and chut-

neys will be in great demand and will be very much appreciated.

There will be a number of professional Craft and Design Stalls 

with a wide variety of articles for sale. The Fair Trade Stall 
will also have a selection of Trade Craft gifts and foods.

For the younger generation, there will be a new Toys and 
Games Stall for good quality items. There will also be face 

painting and other activities.

To welcome you to the Fair will be the Boroughmuir High 
School Big Band and it is also hoped to have musical interludes 

from the talented young musicians of Greenbank Church.

The day will not be complete without treating yourself to 

Refreshments of Soup, Tea or Coffee with an excellent selec-

tion of fi lled Rolls and Biscuits.

Do come along, admission is free and you will be supporting 

Health Care, one of Christian Aid’s main programmes.

John Mowat

disrupted elections. “I want to thank you for helping in Kenya 

as you did,” said Kobia, who is also a pastor of the Methodist 

Church in Kenya.

Ban spoke of plans to place a focus on issues of intolerance 

which have led to some of the struggles and violence surround-

ing electoral processes. “This is another area where the WCC 

can make a contribution,” said the UN secretary general. “The 

world has suffered for too long with intolerances.” Kobia said 

WCC work on inter-religious dialogue and cooperation helps 

understanding and tolerance between people of different faiths. 

He also announced that the WCC and its member churches 

in Africa were ‘planning for monitoring’ of the Zimbabwe 

elections. Separately, the acting Anglican bishop of Harare, 

Sebastian Bakare, had told church, civic and opposition leaders 

who gathered in Harare on 25th February to pray for peaceful 

elections that lawlessness and violence perpetrated by those 

entrusted with ensuring law and order were destroying Zim-

babwe. Zimbabweans will on 29th March choose a president, 

parliament and local councils. The Zimonline non-governmental 

news agency reported, however, that observers say a repressive 

environment in which intimidation and organized violence 

against perceived government opponents leaves little likelihood 

for the polls to be free and fair.

Bakare was quoted as saying that chaos in the run-up to the 

polls was promoting anarchy. “The environment of lawless-

ness is destroying us,” the bishop stated. Bakare was part of a 

three-member committee of senior bishops that met President 

Robert Mugabe and main opposition leader Morgan Tsvangi-

rai in 2007 in a failed attempt to broker dialogue between the 

political rivals.

One World Stall

The next One World Stall is on 4th May.

Fiona Greig
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Help the Homeless

Fresh Start

Starter Packs – next collection dates 

Sundays 13th April and 11th May
The donations to Fresh Start keep com-

ing! Many thanks to those who have 
donated new and used items to this 
worthwhile cause. The Starter Pack 
Service provides new tenants who have 
been homeless with essential items to set 
up their home. The packs help relieve the 
fi nancial burden that many new tenants 
face. Around 2,000 new tenants benefi t 
from this service each year.

Congregations and individuals through-
out Edinburgh donate household goods or 
money that allow Fresh Start to make the 
packs. Volunteers make them up into six 
different packs – crockery & cutlery, pots 

& pans, cleaning materials, towels, cur-

tains and bedding and linen. Over 6,000 
packs are then distributed to new tenants 
across Edinburgh and Lothian via local 
furniture projects.

For more information about all the 
Fresh Start projects see http://www.fresh-
startweb.org.uk or contact me.

Alison Ambler 

Bookstall
There will be a Bookstall in the Main Hall 
after the 10.30am service on Sunday 20th 
April, offering members the opportu-
nity to look at a range of titles with a 
religious theme. There will be books 
for children and young people, Bible 
study guides and books you may like to 
consider for holiday reading. The Book 

of the Month, reviewed on this page, 
will also be available for purchase. If 
any member of the congregation would 
be interested in reviewing a book for 
the Leafl et next session, please speak 
to us at the Bookstall or contact us by 
telephone for further details. 

The last Bookstall before the summer 
holidays will be on 18th May.

John and Joan Ritchie

Book of the Month 
The Skating Minister 
by Duncan Thomson and Lynne Gladstone-Millar
Published by the National Galleries of Scotland £9.99
In the late 18th century Edinburgh was the hub of the Scottish Enlightenment where 
artists, musicians, writers and scholars mixed freely. It was to this vibrant literary 
and cultural society that the painter Sir Henry Raeburn and his friend the Rev Robert 
Walker, latterly minister of Canongate Kirk, belonged. Raeburn’s portrait of Mr Walker 
skating on Duddingston Loch has become famous worldwide, being reproduced in 
postcards and on sundry souvenirs such as tea towels and mugs. Until 1949, however, 
when it was purchased by the National Gallery of Scotland, it had been held in private 
hands and was virtually unknown. This delightful book describes the era in which 
the artist and his subject lived and the famous people with whom they associated. 
Biographical details of the principals are included along with some splendid illustra-
tions of contemporary fi gures, buildings and locations and a fascinating analysis of 
technical aspects of the portrait. I was enthralled.

Kathleen Patrick 

Visit Greenbank on the Web: 

  http://www.greenbankchurch.org

The friends of Morlich House are hold-
ing a Coffee Morning on Saturday 19th 
April at Morningside United Church Hall 
from 11am to 12 Noon. The entry fee will 
be £1.50 and tickets are available from 
me, or you can pay at the door. As well as 
coffee, there will be three stalls, one for 

Spectrum 3 Lunch
The members and leaders of Spectrum 3 would like to thank the congregation for 
generously supporting their annual sponsored lunch on Sunday 2nd March.  As the 
lunch took place on Mother’s Day, we thought it appropriate for the proceeds to go 

to the Edinburgh-based charity MUMS (Malawi Underprivileged Mothers).  Linda 
McDonald, a midwife at ERI and founder of the charity, came to Spectrum on 16th 
March to tell the children about the work of MUMS and to collect a cheque for 
£1055.

Home Baking, a Garden stall and a ‘Yel-
low’ stall where yellow coloured items 
will be on sale. I would welcome contri-
butions for any of the stalls, but most of 
all your support would be appreciated at 
the event on the 19th April.

Margaret Barrowman

Margot Fergusson 

Morlich House −
 Church of Scotland Residential Home
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Friendship Club
The Friendship Club’s Syllabus has 

continued with some interesting 

meetings.

On 23rd January, Mrs Joanna Milne’s 

subject was St Margaret’s Chapel 

Guild. This was a special afternoon. She 

spoke with detailed knowledge of the 

life, service and accomplishments of St 

Margaret, and charmed the members by 

her unassuming manner and profound 

Morningside Heritage 

Association
The final win-

ter talk of the 

2007–08 session 

will be in the Old 

S c h o o l h o u s e , 

140 Morningside 

Road (opposite 

Waitrose) at 7pm on Thursday 17th 
April 2008. Ushering in the Spring 

with a fl ourish will be Greenbank’s 

own Alan Irvine, whose topic will be 

the High Constables of Edinburgh.

Members of the Greenbank Choir may 

rest assured that Alan has agreed to give 

his talk on the understanding that he 

will be released from the Schoolhouse 

in time to be at Greenbank for choir 

practice at 8pm!

Jill Powlett-Brown

Small-Scale Income Generating Activities in Kenya
As many of you will know, I recently spent six months working in Nakuru, 

Kenya, and will be going back shortly. I worked with an HIV support group, 

‘Badili Mawazo Self Help Group’, which has around 145 members. The Swahili 

name Badili Mawazo roughly translates as ‘change of attitude.’

Many people who suffer from HIV fi nd themselves discriminated against and 
isolated. Badili Mawazo tries to give its members new hope, teaching them to 
‘live positively’, as well as offering practical help.

As most of the group members cannot fi nd employment, Badili Mawazo 
would like to start wool spinning and weaving, in order to allow the group 
members to earn enough to feed and clothe their children. However, they barely 
have enough money to survive from one day to the next and have asked me 
if anyone from my church would be able to help them purchase the necessary 
equipment.

Item Number Item Cost (£) Total (£)

Spinning wheel 10 52.00 520.00
Pair comb 10 11.00 110.00
Weighing machine 1 37.00 37.00
Wool 600 (kg) 0.74 444.00
Dust coats 50 11.00 550.00
Soap bar 50 0.37 18.50
Basins 6 1.85 11.10
Room rental (monthly) 3 37.00 111.00
Offi ce rental (monthly) 3 7.40 22.20
Training (28 day course) 5 (people) 67.00 335.00
TOTAL   2158.80

If anyone would like to make a contribution, I know that the Badili Mawazo 
Group would be incredibly grateful. For more information please telephone 
or email me, or see me at church on 6th April.

Asante Sana (thank you very much!)

John Ferguson (Email johnf@hotmail.co.uk)

Thinking about volunteering? – then 

please come and speak to us on Sun-
day 13th April, in the Main Hall after 

the 10.30am service. Some ideas for 

you to consider, either now or in the 

future:

Ø Practical DIY Children and 

young people

Ø Arts and Heritage

Ø Older people

Ø Administration and offi ce work
Ø Hospitals and health work
Ø Advice work
Ø Shop work
Ø Work with the homeless
Ø Work in the environment/

conservation
Ø Fundraising
Ø Sports and Leisure
Ø Driving and Escorting
Ø Catering
We look forward to seeing you on the 
13th. If we can assist you before then 
please contact us:

Fiona Greig 

(f.greig54@blueyonder.co.uk) 

Susan Beaumont

understanding of her subject.
On 20th February our speaker was Mr 

David McLetchie, MSP. His subject, 
The Scottish Parliament − Perspectives 
and Prospects, evoked considerable 
interest. He spoke with humour and 
clarity about the work of the Parliament 
and its aims for the Scottish people. 
There were many questions from the 
members, proving the interest which 
his talk had engendered.

On 5th March our speaker was Miss 
Aileen Fox whose subject was the 
work of the RSPB in Scotland. Her 
wide ranging study of birds was most 
impressive and evoked considerable 
interest amongst the members, whose 
own knowledge and interest were much 
stimulated.

Eileen Crawford
Morlich House, 11 Church Hill
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DIY Dinner −

Lorna Htet-Khin sang and played the clarsach

A powerful rendering of Auld Lang Syne

The massed Choir 

The Hairy Godmother

The Ugly Sisters

Swinderella and Buttons

The DIY Dinner on Saturday 1st March 2008, to celebrate Alison’s fi rst year with us, was billed 

as “A Great Night Out”, and it was certainly that. Tables had been laid out for dinner in the Main 

Hall and the Centenary Hall, and after the meal we went into the Church for a celebration concert 

and dancing. The entertainment included several pieces by the Choir, an illustrated poem by 

Julia Dunbar (performed by Julia and Isobel Hastings), Lorna Htet-Khin sang Scots songs and 

accompanied herself on the clarsach, and QII gave us a mini-panto, ‘Swinderella’ no less.

Panto cast of main characters: Swinderella (Catriona Macaulay), Prince Charming (Lewis 

McWilliam), Ugly Sisters (Ruaridh Milne and Charlie Beaumont), Buttons (Laura Morrison), Hairy 

Godmother (Phil Barnes).The music was performed by Vanessa McWilliam, Rachel Watt, Ben 

Arnold, Mhairi Roscoe, Catriona Macaulay, Joanna Harrod, Charlie Beaumont, Hazel Macaulay. 

Backing vocals by all of QII!

Here are some photographs of the entertainments, courtesy of Ian McWilliam.

Editors
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Duty Teams
 6 Apr (First Sunday) Alan Armit, Edith Armit, 

Patrick Cadell, Iain Davidson, David Ferguson, 

Michael Pearson, Neil Ross, Malcolm Watters and 

Elizabeth Mackay.

 13 Apr Stuart Sanders, Moira Davidson, Stuart 

Macmillan, John Murison, Fiona Greig, Alasdair 

Swan, Sandy Cameron and Sally Stephen. 
 20 Apr Roger Bland, Richard Dunbar, Clifford 

Hastings, Chris Horne, Doris Laing, Enid Mowat, 

Keith Winton, Eileen Campbell and Robert 

Nimmo.

 27 Apr (Communion) Ian Thom, Alison Berrill, 

Keith Clark, Ray Dely, Catherine Hardie, Anne 

Oxbrow, Isobel Thom, Kay Ellis, Michael 

Turnbull and Greig Scott.

 4 May (First Sunday) Walter Crosby, Brian 

Barron, Donald King, Donald McLeod, Roderick 

Morrison, Mairi Stevenson, Jim Young and 

Kathryn Sangster. 

Crèche Rota
  Supervisor Helper
April
 6th Pamela Neilson Fiona Trew

 13th Wendy Darroch Christine Wallace

 20th Isobel Thom Flora Pollock

 27th Karin Hansen-Just Catherine Webb

May
 4th Jean Roynon-Jones Fiona Trew

Church Flowers
  Provided by Delivered by
April
 6th − Elizabeth Smith

 13th Thomson/McRae Ruth Ray

  Wedding

 20th Moira Davidson Jean Roynon-Jones

 27th women@greenbank Pauline Walker

May
 4th Nancy Wilson Winnie Milne

Coffee Rota
April
 6th Prayer Link

 13th D14, D49 & D56 – Kathleen Patrick

 & Rosemary McCulloch

 20th D19 & D20 – Katy & Lennie Maguire

 27th No coffee (Communion)

May
 4th D53, D54 & D56 – Ian & Isobel Thom

The QII Not-so-Silent Auction
Saturday 15th March, 2008

Vintage port, holidays in Torridon and N Uist, music lessons, 

dog-walking all went under the invisible hammer at QII’s Not-

so-Silent Auction which raised the wonderful sum of £2,500 for 

their street children project in Peru this summer. Thank you to all 

who helped in every way!

Congregational Register

 Omitted from the on-line version of the Leafl et



G
R

E
E
N

B
A

N
K

 P
A

R
IS

H
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

G
R

E
E
N

B
A

N
K

 P
A

R
IS

H
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

8

Afterthoughts

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under 

heaven: a time to keep and a time to throw away…

According to the poet, In the spring a young man’s fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of love. Until very recently it was 

at this same time of year that a housewife’s mind would turn 

not so lightly to thoughts of spring-cleaning. As the days grew 

brighter, longer and warmer, so in many homes thick winter 

curtains would be replaced by thinner ones for the summer, 

heavy bedding by lighter weight quilts and warm woollen 

clothing by cooler garments. At least, that’s the way it was 

when the climate seemed more predictable, the seasons more 

distinct, open fi res in every house and life more leisurely. 

Nowadays spring-cleaning may no longer be the great annual 

ritual it once was, but perhaps there was something to be said 

for going over a house from top to bottom and putting every-

thing in good order.

One benefi t of spring-cleaning was that it was very often the 
time to discard what was no longer required. Rapidly chang-

ing fashion and the built-in obsolescence of so many consumer 

goods mean that most people do not wait until the spring to 

take their unwanted clothes and books to the charity shops or 

to fi ll the bags frequently left for collection. Those who do not 

and hang on to everything surround themselves with a growing 

accumulation of clutter. And if they never throw anything away, 

after their death their heirs and executors have the unenviable 

task of throwing out much that they 

may have held dear! Perhaps there was 
something to be said for an annual clear 
out. There is a time to throw away.
One of the lessons Jesus tried to im-
press on his followers was the need 
to travel light. Well within living 
memory many items once considered 
luxuries have become essentials. The 
average household now possesses more 
furniture, fi ttings, equipment and cloth-
ing than ever. As part of a complex, technological society and 
consumer-led culture it is hard for today’s followers of Jesus 
to adopt the simple lifestyle he advocated and to be free of the 
encumbrance of possessions. How diffi cult it is to acknowledge 
how much we have and that many of us have more than we 
require to supply our basic needs. What ever happened to God-
given contentment? There is a time to throw away.
Even if our homes no longer need to be given a thorough 
cleaning once a year, there may be clutter of another kind 
in our lives. Tom Gordon, Chaplain at the Marie Curie Centre, 
has described his work in terms of helping patients and their 
family members sort out what is in their kitchen drawer! In one 
of his books he reminds his readers of something to be found 
in most homes − the kitchen drawer, or it may be a cupboard in 
the hallway or a shelf in the garage. Wherever it is, it is where 
things get put, jammed, stuffed, to get them out of the way, to 
tidy the place, to keep them safe until we have time to look at 
them, to sort them, to order them, to fi x them, to discard them 
− but always later on. And he suggests that many people have 
a mental, emotion and spiritual “kitchen drawer”, the contents 
of which have to be sorted out from time to time. 

Sorting out what is in the kitchen drawer is like a miniature 
spring-cleaning. What do we do with a torch with no battery, 
half a dozen ball point pens which may only work intermittently, 
a scrap of paper with a phone number but no name, out of date 
money off vouchers, a measuring tape which extends to 98 cen-
timetres but refuses to stretch to a metre, postcards sent from 
abroad, family photos, buttons for clothes you no longer have, 
keys for someone else’s front door, old utility bills, a few school 
reports for the children and much more besides? What do we do 
with the strange mixture of attitudes and beliefs, of anxieties and 
fears, of prejudices and half-baked notions, of superstitions and 
imaginings, that can be there in our minds? How do we sort out 
the frequently mixed up feelings and emotions that we experience, 
particularly at some critical time in our lives? Just as we empty 
out the kitchen drawer from to time and sort out what is there 
and put most of it back again, so we must go through a similar 
process with our beliefs and emotions. And in doing so we may 
discover what really matters, what we most truly believe, on 
what we rely to see us through the dark nights of the soul. There 
is a time to keep.
While there may be much that we can safely throw away, there 
will also be much to keep. In his Letters to the young Churches, 
to the tiny Christian communities developing around the East-

ern Mediterranean, Paul reminded them 
of the value of what they had received, 
of what he himself had been given and 
handed on to them. To believers facing 
challenges to their faith he wrote, Stand 

fi rm; hold fast to the traditions that you 
were taught by us, either by word of mouth 
or by our letter. Even at an early stage 
in the Church’s development there were 
traditions and Paul recognised their role 
in providing stability and security. There 

is a time to keep.
This is not a plea for conservatism or traditionalism, for never 
changing anything. Rather it is a suggestion that in matters of 
faith as in matters of household maintenance we must not allow 
ourselves to be overwhelmed by unnecessary clutter. We must be 
ever mindful of the teaching, guidance and example of those who 
have gone before us. There is much in the collective wisdom of 
the Church and in the historic creeds to assist us as we travel in 
faith and hope. But these must not be allowed to restrict or cramp 
us. In our individual lives and in our life together as the Church 
there may be baggage from the past which needs to be disposed 
of before we can take the next step in faith and move on into the 
future. There is a time to keep and a time to throw away.
The problem is knowing what to keep and what to throw 
away! Perhaps one guideline to follow comes from the pen of 
Herbert Butterfi eld, who once said creatively, even challengingly, 
Hold fast to Christ and for the rest be totally uncommitted. There 
is a place for a carefully thought out system of belief and for a 
consistent code of conduct, but what ultimately matters is our be-
lief that God’s love for us was demonstrated and embodied in the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. That’s what we must keep!


