
Minister’s Log
L ea f l e t
Pulpit Diary

Greenbank Parish Church
Braidburn Terrace, EH10 6ES
No 578 February 2008

Feb 3
9.30am First Sunday Service, led by 

Help the Homeless
10.30am Morning Worship

Feb 10 First Sunday in Lent
10.30am Morning Worship

Feb 17 
10.30am Morning Worship

Feb 24
10.30am Uniformed Organisations Services

(Springboard meets as usual)

Mar 2
9.30am First Sunday Service, led by 

Springboard
10.30am Morning Worship

(Spectrum 3 – project lunch)

Alison I Swindells
Your Friend and Minister

Dear Friends,
This is of course the ! rst 
Lea• et of 2008, and so I’d 
like to begin by taking this 
opportunity of wishing you 
every blessing for this New 
Year. None of us knows 
exactly what lies ahead in 
2008. For some the future 
will look bright and full 
of hope – a forthcoming 
wedding, a baby expected, 
the anticipation of a new 
job or promotion. Others 
may be aware of storm 
clouds lurking on the ho-
rizon – perhaps they have 
already cast their shadow or shed their load. 
Yet others may dread the year ahead. But 
whatever experiences lie ahead of us this 
year the good news of Christmas is that God 
journeys with us. 

At the time of writing this letter, Christmas 
is not long past and as I re" ect back on the 
season I give thanks for some very special 
memories. For Sean and me, it was our ! rst 
Christmas in a new home and I would like 
to take the opportunity of thanking you all 
for the many cards and expressions of good 
will which we received. 

But it was also my ! rst Christmas as your 
minister and I have to say that I found it 
if not exactly a roller-coaster ride (all the 
experiences were highs#), then certainly an 
express trip# For me there were so many 
new and different experiences, from carol-
singing in Greenbank Village on a wonderful 
clear frosty night to supporting QII in their 
supermarket bag-packing efforts for Peru 
on Hogmanay, with just one or two services 
in between# 

But most special of all was the journey 
that we travelled together as a congrega-
tion, to worship the Christ-child. Led by the 
wise men at our children’s gift service we 
followed the star to the manger. And, with 
most of the Christmas celebrations over, it 
was the wise men who brought our Christmas 
services to a close. But it would not be right 

to say that we had come 
full circle. Because no-one 
can look into the manger 
and worship the vulner-
able child who is Christ 
our Lord and Saviour and 
remain untouched by the 
experience. The baby in 
the manger reminds us 
that there is more to life 
than the things we can see 
and touch. He is capable 
of offering new hope and 
changing our priorities. 
After those ! rst wise men 
encountered Jesus, after 

they had knelt by the manger and worshipped 
him, and offered him their gifts, their journey 
took a new direction. Guided by God they set 
off for home by another way.

As a congregation we will have our chal-
lenges to face in 2008. Some of these may 
be of a very practical nature, but no less 
demanding of time and energy and skill – 
such as complying with the requirements of 
the new charities legislation or receiving a 
quinquennial visitation later this month by 
members of Granton Parish Church on behalf 
of Edinburgh Presbytery. Other challenges 
are less predictable. For QII the trip to Peru 
in the Summer carries the challenge of a new 
and totally unknown experience. Before then, 
two weeks’ study leave in February, com-
bined with some responsibilities as a member 
of the World Mission Council, are taking me 
on a visit to the Church of North India to ! nd 
out more about the work and witness of the 
Church in Asia. You will hear more about all 
of these things as the year progresses. 

In the meantime as we journey through 
2008 let us remember the wise men and 
follow their example. Let us resolve to seek 
Christ, and offer our gifts in his service, 
wherever that may lead us.

 With best wishes,

Please deliver material for the March 
Lea• et  to the Editors’ pigeon hole by 
10.30am on Sunday 10th February, or to 

17 Jordan Lane, EH10 4RA or by email to 
alison.murison@googlemail.com or 

j.murison@ed.ac.uk by 6pm on 
Tuesday 12th February.

For information about church organisa-
tions, please contact the Church Of fice  
(Mon±Fri, 9.30am±12.30pm):
Mrs May Brown
  e-mail: greenbankchurch@btconnect.com

The pastoral team can be con tact ed through 
the Church Of® ce:
Rev Alison Swindells
  email: alisonswindells@blueyonder.co.uk
Mrs Anne Oxbrow
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Jamaica Education Support 
Roy and Jane Dodman’s support as World Mission Partners with 
the Church of Scotland ceased in December 2005. A charitable 
body, Jamaica Education Support (JES), was set up by members 
of churches in Perth and Edinburgh Presbyteries to continue to 
support their work in educational and community development 
in Jamaica, at least until the end of 2010. Four of the directors of 
JES, with spouses, and all paying their own way, visited Jamaica 
in October/November 2007. We saw at • rst hand their extraordi-
nary achievements and continuing developmental activity in the 
challenging conditions in Jamaica.

Jamaica, the biggest island in the English-speaking Caribbean, 
lies some 80 miles south of Cuba. Kingston, the fast growing 
capital, is a city of over one million people. Jamaica is a relatively 
high island: the highest summit rises from the Blue Mountain 
range to a height of 7,402 feet. The children in a Geography les-
son which we interrupted in the Mel Nathan School in Hannah 
Town learned that most of the rivers in Jamaica • ow north/south. 
Their atlas of the Caribbean showed Jamaica as a large island, 
while the UK was a tiny part of Europe. Another class group 
sang about the peoples of the Caribbean, and how the best island 
to live in is Jamaica. We visited the basic school (Nursery) and 
prep (Primary) groups at Mel Nathan, where pupils in prep (aged 
6-11) pay 4,000 Jamaican dollars a term for education (the average 
prep schoool charges 30,000 dollars). Pupils go on to secondary 
education all over Kingston and beyond, as their secondary school 
places depend on their grades in the national exam and student/
parental choice.

The Mel Nathan Institute and the Institute for Theological and 
Leadership Development (ITLD) are two of the constituent Col-
leges of the International University of the Caribbean (IUC), a 
Christian University which has grown from the bottom up, and 
is based in a former hotel building in downtown Kingston. Both 
day and evening programmes are developing to meet local needs 
for higher education. Many teachers in Jamaica are untrained, 
and the IUC offers them a degree course. We were impressed by 
students who attend evening classes for 3 hours a day, 4 evenings 
a week for 3–4 years, after their day’s work, sometimes bring-
ing their own children to classes (the children were doing their 
homework in the same room as their parents). The IUC has de-
veloped satellite campuses around Jamaica in order that students 
can access courses.

Roy now works for the IUC, as Dean for Ministerial Formation. 
He provides guidance and support to students in placements in 
community churches, teaches ministerial students, and develops 
course material. He is also chaplain to the IUC, and this often 
involves counselling work with students and staff. Jane’s role 
is Principal of the Mel Nathan College within IUC, where she 
divides her time between teaching, university development and 
committee work, and running aspects of the post graduate over-
seas programme.

Travelling is a challenge: there are buses and route taxis, but 
avoiding potholes and goats and • nding ways around areas of 
severe traf• c congestion are necessary skills. To enter some of the 
downtown areas is extremely risky: Jane and Roy roll down their 
windows so that they can be seen when they drive into Hannah 
Town. Shootings are common, and staff at the downtown public 
hospital frequently experience the aftermath. Poverty (unemploy-
ment is reckoned to be 20–40%), drugs and violence are part of 
everyday life for many people. Despite the uncertainties of the 
Jamaican economy and patchy infrastructure and investment in 
social and educational provision, Jamaica is aiming to meet the 
de• nition of a developed country by 2030.

We visited Shortwood, Mannings Hill and Oberlin United 
Church, Roy’s previous charges in the United Church of Jamaica 
and the Cayman islands, and saw the construction of the new 
basic school on church ground at Mannings Hill. This school will 
accommodate children who are currently educated in a nearby 
church. Oberlin Church also provides accommodation for pre-
school children during the day and IUC evening classes.

Sunday worship also differs from that in the Church of Scotland: 
between us we participated in 5 church services on Sunday morn-
ing in Kingston. John and Joan attended worship at Hope United 
Church where the service started at 8.30am and lasted some 2½ 
hours, while Pam and David visited North Street Church and St 
John’s Hannah Town.

The Trustees have assessed that Roy and Jane have developed 
their work to a point where a continuum of education, training 
and practical project activity have secured a way forward for 
many people in their dif• cult circumstances. From the perspec-
tive of a Christian faith-based approach, their work recognises 
that people from poor communities grow through a combination 
of education and practical experience. They have expanded from 
supporting church growth and provision of basic education in 
Hannah Town to training and skills programmes for employment, 
teacher and ministerial education – and now accredited degree 
programmes in project management, community development 
and business administration. The emphasis is on practical skills 
built up through a variety of education and training/placement 
experiences for students.

Along the way, in what is now nearly 25 years of work, the 
Dodmans have also built up a reputation for resourcing, organis-
ing and delivering such programmes alongside local people, and 
in engagement with community activists and neighbourhood and 
church groups. This assures a sustainable future, owned by local 
people, and ensuring economic and social bene• t for many.

Mostly, however, the continuing commitment of Roy and 
Jane in the vibrant but raw and sometimes apparently hopeless 
circumstances of the disadvantaged communities in Kingston 
was explicit and especially moving. There is scope for further 
• nancial support for various projects in the Kingston area as well 
as other ideas for partnership development. Continuing links with 
the United Church would also be valued by church members in 
Jamaica.

John & Joan Ritchie and David & Pam Jack

Lent Course 2008
Tough Talk – Hard Sayings of Jesus
Meetings will be held on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in the 
Hermitage Room.

Some of Jesus’ statements in the Gospels sound morally 
shocking, while others seem deliberately obscure. This 5-part 
course considers some of these challenges.

 11th February: Shrinking and Growing
 18th February: Giving and Using
 25th February: Praying and Forgiving
 3rd March: Loving and Telling
 10th March: Trusting and Entering

Course Booklets, priced £2.75, are available from the church 
of• ce and at the Sunday morning Bookstall on 10th February. 
Meetings will be led by members of Greenbank and are open 
to all.

John and Joan Ritchie
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World Mission
Peace on Earth
The December Newsletter from the World Mis-
sion Council has Peace on Earth as its theme 
and brings greetings from partner churches 
throughout the world.

Rev Herbert Anim Opong (Ghana) sees Jesus’ ministry of 
bringing peace to the world as being accomplished in a good 
relationship between mankind and God, and between one person 
and another. The messages contain many instances of people 
coming together in situations of con! ict to seek peace between 
communities.

Yet they also re! ect the tragedies that affect human lives. 
Some of these are unreported: did you know that in southern 
Africa, where many people have to migrate far from home to 
" nd work, the joyful return home to celebrate Christmas with 
families produces a huge increase in traf" c – and a correspond-
ing increase in road accidents leading to thousands of deaths? 
And as I read these messages of hope in early January it is 
against the background of headlines reporting political violence 
in Pakistan and suspected “ethnic cleansing” in Kenya.

So where is this ‘good relationship’? Dr Mitri Raheb writes 
from Bethlehem that “we don’t sit back and wait for a messiah 
to come. Our Messiah came 2000 years ago and he completed 
our salvation and liberation. With this in mind, we use every 
moment to make sure that his inspiring message is incarnate 
in our work and that we are living today in our little town our 
message for tomorrow”. And Rev Joseph Kassab (Syria and 
Lebanon) reminds us that “Despite all, we are assured that Im-
manuel is with us, even when we fail to see clear signs”.

Diary Dates
The next One World Stall will be on Sunday 17th February. 
Please note that there will be no Sunday stall in March. Instead, 
we shall again be holding a “Fair Trade Fair” on the morning 
of Saturday 8th March.

Jamaica
We have received the accounts covering the " rst year of JES. 
There is a copy in the church of" ce if any member of the con-
gregation wishes to see it (or contact me for a copy).

Brian Barron

The Guild
A very Happy New Year to you all. It is 
beginning to seem a long time since Christ-
mas but before we begin our programme for 
2008 we must thank Alan and the choir for 
the delightful evening of Christmas music 
which was thoroughly enjoyed by us all.

January began with a Coffee Morning 
which was followed on the 15th by a talk by Alison Berrill 
on a visit to the Galapagos Islands. The meeting on the 29th 
is at 2.30pm when Owen Dudley Edwards will tell us About 
Conan Doyle.

On 5th February we have a speaker from the Leprosy Mission 
which is the project we are supporting this year. On the 19th 
February the speaker will be Lady Marion Fraser telling us 
about her experience as Lord High Commissioner to the General 
Assembly. Many of you know Marion, so if you would like to 
renew your acquaintance with her do come and join us.

Our fundraising event this year is a concert by The Southern 
Light Seniors on 25th March so put the date in your diary. 
Tickets will be on sale soon.

Ann Pirie

World Day of Prayer
Friday 7th March
The Morningside district service for the 2008 World Day of 
Prayer will be held in Greenbank Parish Church on Friday 7th 
March at 10.30am.

The service has been prepared by the Christian women of 
Guyana with the theme God’s Wisdom Provides New Under-
standing. A Preparation Meeting will be held on Friday 15th 
February, and Bible Studies on Friday 1st February and 22nd 
February at 121 George Street.

Margaret Barrowman

The Reading Group...
…has been meeting from 8pm–9.30pm on Mondays in the 
Hermitage Room at Greenbank Church.

Last two evenings – all welcome
Come along and join in lively discussion arising from prior 
reading of the following books:

Monday 4th February 2008: The Screwtape Letters, 
C.S. Lewis (ISBN 0-00-628060-9)

Monday 17th March 2008: The Creator and the Cosmos, 
David A.S. Fergusson (ISBN 0-281-05068-6) 
– hopefully with the author, our own David 
Fergusson.

Hazel Macaulay

TV, DVD, Video
New TV, DVD and Video equipment has been purchased for the 
use of all organisations, and is available for use now. It is in a 
locked cabinet in the Session Room but can be safely wheeled 
to any hall except the Upper Hall.

The key is kept by May in the of" ce. If you have forgotten to 
arrange with her to get the key on a Sunday then the duty team 
or Jim Davdson or Ian Thom will have a key for the of" ce and 
will know where the keys are kept. If you need it at times other 
than a Sunday morning and don’t have a key, Helen and Phil 
Barnes at 4 Greenbank Crescent also have a spare.

Please note that as we do not have a TV licence it is illegal 
to use broadcasts from live TV or to use home recordings taken 
from broadcasts. Please make sure that all users understand 
this – we cannot get into the position of even accidentally 
breaking the law.

Janet Allan

Advent Collection for Christian Aid
I am very pleased to let you know that the sum raised dur-
ing Advent and Christmas for Christian Aid amounted to 
just over £18,400.

Fiona Watt, Treasurer
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Help the Homeless

Fresh Start collection
Many thanks to those who have been 
donating to Fresh Start. Starter packs 
for those who have been homeless, and 
are about to move into their own accom-
modation, are made up by volunteers in 
the Fresh Start premises in Ferry Road 
Drive, Granton. These starter packs are 
a very valuable help to people who are 
on a limited budget. They also show that 
we care about them.

The next collection will be on Sunday 
3rd February. Donations of Sheets are 
particularly needed.

If you have any questions about dona-
tions to Fresh Start, please do see me in 
the hall on one of the collection dates, 
or contact me, and I will be happy to 
help. Alternatively, Fresh Start can be 
contacted directly during of! ce hours 
(Tel 476 7741).

Alison Ambler 

Coffee Group News
Thank you to all the willing volunteers 
who serve the coffee and tea – and clear 
up – every Sunday. Without you the 
congregation would miss the time of fel-
lowship after the service.

I am happy to let you know, after ex-
penses have been deducted, that I have 
been able to give SLA and the QII Peru 
Appeal £300 each from donations.

Thanks to the congregation for their 
generosity.

Isabel Thom

Bookstall
There will be a Bookstall in the Main 
Hall after the 10.30am service on Sunday 
10th February. We will have a selection of 
books, including the Book of the Month, 
and prayer guides for you to look through 
and purchase if you wish. We will also 
have copies of the booklet for the Lent 
Course (£2.75).

If you have any requests for books of a 
religious nature that you would like to see 
on the Bookstall, please contact us.

The next Bookstall will be on 30th 
March.

John and Joan Ritchie

Book of the Month 
Re! ections from the Scorched Earth by Ed Walker
Monarch Books, 2007. £7.99, 219 pages. ISBN 978-1-85424-833-6

Ed Walker has worked for Tearfund’s Disaster Response teams in some of the most 
desperate and heart-breaking situations Africa has seen in recent years – Burundi, 
Rwanda, Southern Sudan, Northern Kenya, Sierra Leone and Darfur, countries we 
are familiar with from watching the news. Re! ections from the scorched earth is an 
account of his re" ections on and reactions to the enormous suffering and despair 
experienced by the people in these countries.

The book takes us on a journey through the everyday challenges of relief work. Few 
of us can fail to be moved by the stories about children, women and men. Some of the 
stories are harrowing, with individuals tortured for their beliefs. Other stories are tinged 
with sadness, with women dying through lack of basic medical care and the author 
having to abandon people in their community because it was too dangerous to stay. 
But there are also good news stories, for example the linking and resettling of previously 
abandoned communities and the demobilization of child soldiers from the frontline in 
Southern Sudan. These stories show how determined action can save lives.

But there is also a deeper side to the book. Many journalists have covered the wars 
and disasters in Africa, but their analysis missed the spiritual perspective. Where is the 
God of love amidst sufferings, war, murder and death? How and why did God create 
humanity capable of such inhumanity? The author attempts to provide some answers 
to these questions throughout the book as he examines the challenges to his faith. Two 
! nal chapters look in more depth at further possible answers to these questions. 

The book provides a frank and thought-provoking perspective on service and suf-
fering. Ultimately the author’s story shows that when we face our doubts openly and 
honestly, we ! nd that our faith emerges stronger.

Robert Nimmo 

Scottish Love in Action: Help with ‘Hosting’ runners
Meadows Half Marathon and 5 Km Run – Sunday 2nd March
A large contingent of students 
from Durham University used 
to come up to Edinburgh to 
run in the annual Edinburgh 
Marathon, and raised sub-
stantial sums for SLA for the 
orphanage/education project 
in Tuni. Unfortunately, for the 
last couple of years the Durham 
students have not been able to take part, 
as the date of the Edinburgh Marathon 
was brought forward by 2 weeks which 
clashed with the students’ Finals and 
other end of term exams.

However, an opportunity has arisen to 
re-establish links with Durham Univer-
sity and restore their valuable contribu-
tion to SLA funds. Edinburgh Meadows 
Marathon, a Student Charity body, has 
organised a Meadows Half Marathon and 
a shorter 5 Km run, both to be held on 
Sunday 2nd March. The inaugural event 
took place last year and was a great suc-
cess. SLA has met the organising commit-
tee, who were very enthusiastic to have 
SLA as one of their principal supporting 
charities for this year’s event.

Following this meeting we have been 
in contact with Durham University to 

discuss the possibility of their 
participation. The initial reac-
tion has been encouraging: 
they already had 20+ stu-
dent runners signed up before 
Christmas, and are continuing 
to recruit in 2008.

While it is not easy to esti-
mate numbers, we would like 

to request assistance now to host the 
runners from Durham. Many of you have 
already had experience of the previous 
Durham ‘invasions’ of Edinburgh. The 
overwhelming feedback from everyone 
involved, but especially the hosts, was 
that it was a really fun activity and that it 
was a pleasure to host such a great group 
of youngsters.

It is important to stress that the ‘hosting’ 
will be required for one night only, as the 
students will be returning to Durham on 
the Sunday after the day’s activities. We 
are therefore asking for anyone willing to 
assist provide overnight accommodation 
for one or two runners on Saturday 1st 
March to contact me.

David Watts
(Tel 447 4967 or 07799 611965

wattsfamily@blueyonder.co.uk)
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Ministers’ Mailing / Pastoral Foundation
On the last Monday of each month except July, a loyal band of 
‘envelope stuffers’ collate and • ll envelopes with a mailing which 
goes out from 121 George Street to all Parish Ministers and oth-
ers. The Church of Scotland pays the Pastoral Foundation for the 
work which we do as volunteers.

The Morning team could do with an injection of two or three 
new helpers – ladies or gentlemen (we have both). If you fancy 
yourself as a nifty-• ngered envelope stuffer, please get in touch 
with me for details. Thank you – it’s all in a good cause!

Louise Coghill

A Great Night Out!
What?   Bring your own Banquet 

DIY Dinner – Spring Fling

Why?   Alison’s First Anniversary 
Celebration

Where?   Greenbank Parish Church

When?   Saturday 1st March 2008  
7:30pm

Who?   ALL Welcome

Cost?   £5 per head

Get your table organised to celebrate 
Alison’s ! rst anniversary and enjoy a 
great night in the company of friends 
on Saturday 1st March at 7.30pm, 
followed by a celebration ‘concert’ 

after your meal, in the church.

Booking forms are available now 
from the Social Committee or the 
Church Of! ce. Please complete a 
booking form for your table (of 4, 
6 or 8 people), and return by 17th 
February with your cheque of £5 per 
head to a Social Committee Member 

or the Church Of! ce.

Caroline Kehoe, Social Committee

Spectrum & Springboard Offerings
The Offerings taken at Spectrum and Springboard during 2007 
totalled £878.

As is customary, the members of Springboard and Spectrum 
3 were asked how they wanted the money to be used. This year, 
Spectrum 3 again chose to sponsor a child through Plan Interna-
tional and nominated that the balance go to support Scottish Love 
in Action. Springboard chose to allocate equal amounts to each of 
Cancer Research, Mercy Ships and Oxfam Unwrapped.

£12 per month has been paid to Plan International, £150 was 
donated to each of Cancer Research, Mercy Ships and Oxfam 
Unwrapped, and £284 to Scottish Love in Action. In addition, 
the Spectrum 3 Lunch held in March raised £1,000 which was 
donated to the Christian Aid Mosquito Nets Appeal.

Thus, in total our young people have raised over £1,875 for 
charities during 2007 – another wonderful achievement.

Ian Thomson

Volunteers needed
Coffee bar at Saughton Prison Visits Room
Volunteers, men and women, who would be prepared to give 
2–3 hours per week or fortnight, are needed to help in the Coffee 
Bar at Edinburgh Prison Visits Room, Saughton.

This very worthwhile project operates every day of the week 
for afternoon and evening sessions to serve tea, coffee, soft 
drinks, crisps, etc. to prisoners’ visitors and families during their 
half hour visits. The service provides a more normal setting of 
eating and sharing, plus a friendly face, during a time that can 
be quite stressful and dif• cult for those concerned.

The Visits Room is large, well-furnished and comfortable, not 
unlike an airport lounge, and the coffee bar is well-equipped 
and pleasant to work in. Our volunteers • nd the work both 
enjoyable and challenging; they also enjoy the opportunity of 
making new friends amongst the other volunteers.

Anyone interested in ! nding out more about the project, or 
who would like to visit to see what it is all about, please contact 
Helen Emslie, Project Organiser (Tel 453 3073).

Fiona Greig

Friendship Club
The Friendship Club has enjoyed three interesting and very dif-
ferent meetings.

On 14th November Dr Robert Stewart spoke to us about Gen-
eral Practice in the 1950s. He talked of his own experience as a 
GP with knowledge, wit and understanding. His career was the 
experience of a kindly, caring doctor.

On 28th November the members enjoyed an exceptionally well 
researched and excellent talk about J.M. Barrie by Mairi Steven-
son. Her careful, sympathetic understanding of his family life and 
upbringing produced a writer greatly loved and of considerable 
talent and imagination. Peter Pan continues to have appeal today. 
It was obvious that our speaker liked, understood and admired 
J.M. Barrie – and so did we.

On January 9th Charles Black gave an exceptionally interesting 
talk entitled Experiences in Patagonia. This was about an unusual 
and extensive journey which he and his wife Susan had enjoyed. 
As with his former talk on Japan, he showed his ability to select 
places of interest and characters with whom we could identify in 
this part of the world. This talk was well illustrated with scenery 
showing high jagged mountain ranges as they travelled, and it was 
particularly interesting to see Cape Horn and Tierra del Fuego – 
almost the Southern end of the world.

The Christmas party on 12th December was a great success: 
members were entertained by considerable talent within the 
membership – Margaret and Kenneth Macrae, Alasdair Smart 
and Isobel Hunter. This was a happy afternoon.

Eileen Crawford
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QII-to-Peru: Bag-Packing
On Hogmanay, QIIers with family, friends and our minister, 
Alison, bag-packed all day at Sainsbury’s Straiton and raised 
the wonderful • gure of £1,875! Customers and staff were so 
supportive and friendly which made it a very positive experi-
ence for all.

This now brings the QII-to-Peru total to over £8,000!

Rachel McWilliam

QII Christmas Ceilidh
On 15th December, the Christmas spirit was clearly felt at QII’s 
Christmas Ceilidh when Greenbankers from 2 to 72 (please 
don’t question the accuracy of the upper • gure!) were celebrat-
ing at Cluny Centre. Everyone had a wonderful evening and the 
magni• cent sum of £1,100 was raised towards Peru funds.

A huge thank you to all who supported us! It was lovely to 
see you there. Particular thanks are due to 

Hazel Macaulay and friends for generously Ø 
donating their ceilidh band services

David Ferguson for his technical helpØ 

Henderson Wines for bar suppliesØ 

All raf" e prize donors, especially Tim Galloway Ø 
Hairdressing.

Other News
During the holidays QII busked at the Edinburgh/Glasgow 
Rugby Match at Murray• eld, and also collected in the city 
centre. Together this raised £330.

Rachel McWilliam

QII to Peru
NOT-SO-SILENT 

AUCTION
Main Hall

 Greenbank Church
7pm •  10pm

Saturday 15th March
Tickets: £2 (includes 

raf¯ e ticket)
on sale soon

Music, refreshments  
All ages welcome!
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Duty Teams
 3 Feb (First Sunday) John George, Kenneth Aitken, 

Alistair Hunter, Hazel Macaulay, Kathleen Patrick, 
Jill Powlett-Brown, Dorothy Whitehead and Tony 
Foster.

 10 Feb Walter Crosby, Brian Barron, Donald King, 
Donald McLeod, Roderick Morrison, Mairi 
Stevenson, Jim Young and Kathryn Sangster.

 17 Feb Alan Armit, Edith Armit, Patrick Cadell, Iain 
Davidson, David Ferguson, Michael Pearson, Neil 
Ross, Malcolm Watters and Elizabeth Mackay.

 24 Feb Stuart Sanders, Moira Davidson, Stuart 
Macmillan, John Murison, Fiona Greig, Alasdair 
Swan, Sandy Cameron and Sally Stephen.

 2 Mar (First Sunday) Roger Bland, Richard 
Dunbar, Clifford Hastings, Chris Horne, Doris 
Laing, Enid Mowat, Keith Winton, Eileen 
Campbell and Robert Nimmo.

Crèche Rota
  Supervisor Helper
February
 3rd Dawn Waitt Catherine Webb
 10th Elaine Crummey Fiona Trew
 17th Julia Dunbar Christine Wallace
 24th Lorna Peers Flora Pollock

March
 2nd Eileen McKinnon Catherine Webb

Church Flowers
  Provided by Delivered by
February
 3rd Anne Innes Enid Mowat
 10th Louise Coghill Margaret Haggart
 17th Janet McAinsh Janet Edwards
 24th Jean Dely Mary Hunter

March
 2nd Gina Millar Alison Berrill

Coffee Rota
February
 3rd D33 – Maurice Berrill
 10th Monday Badminton Club
 17th World Mission group
 24th D25 & D57 – Harley & Winnie Milne

March
 2nd No coffee (Spectrum 3 Project Lunch)

News from The Open Door
Are you looking for a challenge?
We are looking for a new Manager, to replace Fiona, who has been 
with us for 11 years and is retiring in June. We need a practical 
and imaginative person with good communication skills, who is 
committed to continuing the vital services we provide for people in 
this community.
Further information and application pack from:
Fiona Davies,
The Open Door,
420 Morningside Road,
Edinburgh, EH10 5HY

Tel 0131 447 9757 
Email theopendoor@morningside.org.uk
Web www.morningside.org.uk/opendoor

Congregational Register

 Omitted from the on-line version of the Lea! et
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Afterthoughts

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under 
heaven: a time to break down and a time to build up…
In recent months a solid wall has been constructed along 
the left bank of the Braid Burn as it winds past the tennis 
courts next to Greenbank Church. This wall is part of the 
Braid Burn Flood Prevention Scheme. At more than a dozen 
locations along the route of the burn, from Redford Road 
through Colinton Mains, Greenbank, Cameron Toll, Peffermill 
and Duddingston to Portobello, existing walls and bridges are 
being strengthened or replaced, and new • ood walls, • ood 
embankments and culverts are being put in place. All these 
measures are intended to protect 900 homes and businesses, 
by reducing • ood risk to properties along the route of the burn, 
many of which were affected by previous • ooding. There is a 
time to build up…

Walls can protect, guard and shelter. Throughout the length 
and breadth of Scotland there are hundreds of castles, forts, 
peel towers and keeps, all of them built originally to protect the 
residents from their enemies. Entrances were easily defended, 
perhaps by being well above ground level. Windows were 
narrow to prevent missiles getting in and very often angled to 
allow defenders to ! re their weapons at attackers. Even spiral 
staircases were designed to make it harder 
for intruders to swing their swords. And until 
the advent of heavy artillery the thick walls 
were impervious both to siege weapons and 
to the worst of Scottish winters. There is a 
time to build up…

Walls can mark boundaries. On the 
Pentland Hills various walls indicate where 
one landowner’s ground gives way to 
another’s. In the Mountains of Mourne in Northern Ireland the 
Mourne Wall snakes its way for 22 miles over ! fteen mountains 
and hills. It took 18 years to build and de! nes the boundaries of 
land bought by the Belfast Water Commissioners in the 1880s 
as the catchment area of the Silent Valley Reservoir. Although 
critics thought it senseless to mark off 9,000 acres of barren 
and desolate hillside, the wall also serves to keep grazing 
cattle and sheep out of the catchment area and at the time of its 
construction provided welcome employment for many. There 
is a time to build up… 

Walls can be divisive. Like the Mourne Wall, many walls 
simply mark off one owner’s land from that of a neighbour. 
But what of Hadrian’s Wall, the Berlin Wall and Israel’s Wall 
in the West Bank? 

In AD122 the Roman Emperor Hadrian decreed that the 
wall which took his name was to separate the Romans 
from the Barbarians. Hadrian’s Wall was not meant to be 
defended like a castle. Instead it was a barrier that allowed 
Roman soldiers to control the movements of people coming 
into or leaving Roman Britain. For nearly three hundred years 
of Roman occupation it clearly divided the north from the south 
and continued to do so, even after the last of the Roman soldiers 
had left. Although there may still be a North–South divide within 
the United Kingdom, it is no longer marked by Hadrian’s Wall" 
There is a time to break down…

The Berlin Wall was a barrier separating West Berlin from 
East Berlin and the rest of East Germany. The wall – a high, 
grim barrier of concrete and barbed wire – divided East and West 
Berlin for 28 years from August 1961 until it was dismantled in 
1989. It kept East Germans in and free Germans out, separating 
families and friends. The eventual fall of the Berlin Wall 
paved the way for German reuni! cation, which was formally 
concluded in 1990. There is a time to break down…

Israel’s Separation Barrier is a highly controversial project. 
Comprising not one structure, but several, including concrete 
walls, razor-wire fences and anti-tank ditches, it has been 
dubbed the “Apartheid Wall” or “Berlin Wall” by Palestinians. It 
has increasingly attracted international media attention, largely 
due to the scale of the project. If and when completed it will be 
over 400 miles long and in places will be 25 feet high. Although 
the Israeli Government would claim that it is a defensive 
measure, to protect its citizens from terrorist attacks, more 
objective observers recognise the divisive impact of the barrier, 
particularly on the Palestinian population. Palestinians on the 
wrong side of the barrier are separated from their land, their 

extended families, medical and educational 
facilities and their way of life. A recent 
imaginative re-writing of the Christmas 
story pictures the familiar scenes against the 
background of today’s walls and checkpoints 
and harsh restrictions. It concludes with 
the former shepherds (they have lost their 
livelihood because of the wall) returning 
to a building site in Israeli territory, hoping 

that all they had heard and seen would mean that the wall soon 
would be torn down and that human beings would be able to 
live side by side without oppressing each other. There is a time 
to break down…

The Letter to the Ephesians pictures what Jesus did in terms 
of breaking down a dividing wall. The writer may have had in 
mind a stone barrier in the Temple at Jerusalem, separating the 
Court of Gentiles from the inner precincts. On it was a notice 
warning the intruding Gentile that if he crossed it, he was liable 
to death. That barrier symbolised not only the exclusiveness 
of the Jewish people but also the human situation as a whole, 
characterised by divisions between people of different colours, 
races, classes and genders. And perhaps there was also here 
a hint of a boundary wall between God and humanity. What 
Jesus did was to abolish all such distinctions, all the shameful 
divisions we create or seek to perpetuate. There is a time to 
break down…

But Jesus did not merely break down: he also built up. 
Down through the centuries people have found it helpful 
to picture Jesus as the supreme bridge-builder, bridging the 
otherwise unbridgeable gulf separating humanity from God, 
inspiring and motivating his people to build bridges with their 
fellow believers and out into the communities where they ! nd 
themselves, demonstrating in their living what they believe. 
There is a time to build up… 


