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Pulpit Diary

Mar 2

9.30am First Sunday Service led by
Springboard

10.30am Morning Worship followed by
Meeting of Kirk Session and
Congregational Board

Mar 9

10.30am Morning Worship followed by Annual
Business Meeting of Congregation

Mar 16

10.30am All Age Worship for Palm Sunday
(End of second term for Springboard
and Spectrum)

Mar 17-21

7.30pm United Holy Week Services at
Greenbank

Mar 23

9.30am Easter Communion

10.30am Easter Celebration with special
activity for children

Mar 30

10.30am Morning Worship

Apr 6

9.30am First Sunday Service led by Guild

10.30am Morning Worship
(Start of third term for Springboard
and Spectrum)

For information about church organisa-
tions, please contact the Church Office
(Mon-Fri, 9.30am-12.30pm):

Mrs May Brown
e-mail: greenbankchurch@btconnect.com

The pastoral team can be contacted through
the Church Office:
Rev Alison Swindells

email: alisonswindells@blueyonder.co.uk
Mrs Anne Oxbrow

Minister’s Log
Dear Friends,

As | write this letter three
journeys are very much in
my mind. In a few days time
I leave for North India. This
will be my Irst visit to India.
Iim looking forward to en-
countering a very different
culture from our own and
discovering how within that
culture the Church plays its
part in Godis mission to the
world. Our schedule is very
full and involves a lot of
travelling. We will be meeting Church lead-
ers and talking to them about building links
between the Church in India and the Church
in Scotland. | hope that there will also be an
opportunity to see some of the work that the
Church is doing at grass roots level.

The second journey that is in my mind is that
of our own congregation. Since the beginning
of the year two steps have been taken in relation
to the development of our own church life. The
Irst is a decision by the Kirk Session to recruit
ministerial assistance with a focus on youth
work. The advert for this post will be appearing
very shortly. The second step is that we have now
begun planning for a holiday club for children of
primary school age during the last week of the
school holidays. You will be hearing more about
these developments in due course.

The third journey that is very much in my
mind in this season of Lent is Jesusi journey
to Jerusalem. Traditionally Lent has been re-
garded as a time of self-denial. What are you
giving up for Lent? is a question often asked. In
recent time it has perhaps been most frequently
answered by the word chocolate. But there is
much more to Lent than giving up chocolate.
Self-denial is costly. Jesus told his friends to
take up their cross and follow him. If we are
going to give up chocolate, then the question
arises iWhat will we do with the money we
save fi spend it on some other self-indulgence
or give it away?T

But there is another way of looking at Lent.
Jesus didnit only tell his friends to take up their
cross. He added the words iFollow meT. And
when you read the Gospels, one thing that you
discover is that Jesus loved life. His time on
earth may have been short but he lived it to the

| full. He lived it with passion
and compassion, loving God
and loving his neighbour. Just
before Lent began we distrib-
uted to families in the con-
gregation the Love Life Live
Lent booklet, which offers
plenty of ideas as to how we
might be good neighbours in
our Church, in our community
and in the world. | hope you
are enjoying carrying out at
least some of the suggestions
in that booklet.

One I'nal thought comes from an American
writer (Father Ron Rolheiser), who suggests
that the story of Cinderella can help to point
us in the direction of another understanding
of Lent. The name Cinderella means literally
the young girl who sits in the cinders. Some
Churches have a tradition of putting ashes on
the forehead on Ash Wednesday. These ashes
symbolise a re"'ective, penitential approach
to the season. To wear them is a sign that you
are grieving for some of the things you have
done or lost, a sign that some important work
is going on deep inside you. Many ancient
traditional stories tell of having to sit in the
ashes before one can be transformed. As the
story of Cinderella makes plain, before the
glass slipper is placed on her foot, before the
beautiful gown, ball, and marriage, there must
I'rst be a period of being humbled.

The journey of Lent not only involves self-
denial. Itis also a time for living life to the full
and, paradoxically, that usually includes a pe-
riod of sitting in the ashes, waiting while some
silent spiritual growth takes place among us.
May you all know Godis blessing as we travel
through Lent and celebrate the transforming
joy of the resurrection at Easter.

Yours sincerely,

Alison | Swindells
Your Friend and Minister

P.S. If you have given up chocolate for Lent
and are looking for a good cause to which to
donate your savings, our Lenten appeal this
year is to support the work of Roy and Jane
Dodman fi more details elsewhere#



Enclosed with this Lea et is a copy of the Management Report  to a drop in income of around £4,600 a year for us, based
and Financial Commentary for the congregation for 2007. 1am  the 2007 Igures.
pleased to report that the surplus of income over expenditure In view of the above, | am asking you to review your giving tc
for the year was £32,707 and this sum has been transferred to  the Church and toonsider whether you could increase your
the Centenary Project Fund. It is now realistic to anticipate that ~ contribution by 5% or 10% or by £10 amonth. Please bear
the delcit from the Centenary Project will 'nally be repaid in mind that if you are a tax payer (and that includes tax on div
during 2008. dends and pensions) then you will be better off as a regtik of
So far, so good" However — if you look at the numbers farthcoming tax cut. We last held a stewardshipaign in 2005
more detail you will see that whereas our income increasedwlyich resulted in additional annual commitmentsarhe £35,000
£4,600 during the year, costs rose by almost £00)@@&ddition — three years later | am appealing to your generosity again.
to this we have taken on a further loan to fund the necessarylany people give by Standing Order so | have enclosed
work on the Manse. There are virtually no reserves (less thalank mandate should you wish to amend your existing deta
£28,000 set aside in the Fabric Fund) and no imategrospect or to start giving in this way. Completed mandates should |
of adding to this. returned to me in the enclosed reply paid envelope which c
We have a lovely set of new halls but we have spemtlittle  also be used for correspondence, forwarding cheques etc..
on the fabric of the main church building, either internally oexisting Gift Aid declarations continue to applyless you
externally, for a decade. The Finance Committee is of the viéuform me that you wish to cancel the declaration. If you wis
that our reserves are inadequate in relation to the size and taggive a Gift Aid declaration for the !rst time, forms can be
of the buildings we are responsible for, and thatitably some obtained from me or from the Church oflce.
major expenditure will be required over the next few years. | hope that you will respond generously.
A further consideration is the impact which the reduction in
basic rate Income Tax will have on our Gift Aid claims from
April 2008 onwards. When the tax rate is reduced to 20%, the
amount which can be recovered under Gift Aid will fall from
28p to 25p in the £, a reduction of more than 10%. This equates

Held in the heart of our city, the Princes Street Easter Play wilhe play starts in the middle of the story of Jesus. He is 33 yex
be accessible and free of charge to all who wish to come. In thld, and has been moving around Israel teachinglingeand
tradition of Mystery Plays it will be an outdoorest 5 performing miracles as he goes. Crowds of thou
on the move, with the play progressing through-ls \“'-‘2 sands of people follow him to listen and learn. His
tions within West Princes Street Gardens. § is a radical teaching — a sweeping away of the ol
Easter 2005 saw the Irst performance of the laws and an introduction of a new way of thinking
to an audience of over 3,000 people. In 2007 8 which angers the Establishment.
4,500 people came to be a part of this tremenf#f s B WEERERIE As the play progresses, we see the tension mou
experience. This year Cutting Edge Productions’.i : =y
produce the play with the support of the Easter §
Trust. The project is supported by church leadedy

by organisations across Edinburgh.

i ways aware of his task on earth and the outcome, J

B Sus carries on teaching despite growing opposition
® We see him with his Disciples in the Garden of

The play will take place iiVest Princes Stree B Gethsemane where Jesus must choose life or dea
Gardens on Saturday 22nd March 2008The * see him before the Priests of the time, then befor
performance will start promptly at 2.30pm just west of the Ro$Slate and ultimately watch him face death but fagntphant
Theatre and !nish approximately at 5pm. There féino seating, over that Inal test.
apart from available provision for elderly or disabled Taken from the play website, at http://www.easterplay.org

All of the play is performed outdoors and is not under cover. We
suggest you wrap up warm and bring waterproofs in case it rains.



During Lent appeal this year there will be
an opportunity to support the work of Roy
and Jane Dodman in Kingston, Jamaica.
Donation envelopes, which include a Gift
Aid declaration, will be in the Church
pews from Sunday 2nd March Cheques
should be made payable to 1Greenbank
ChurchT.

We hope to welcome Roy and Jane to
Greenbank in the late Spring/early Sum-
mer of this year.

Many thanks to the very generous
contributions to Fresh Start in February.
Starter packs are providing a valuable
assistance to those who have previously
been homeless, and are moving into fresh
accommodation.

The nexttwo collections will be on Sundays
16th March and 13th April. Donations of
Sheets are particularly needed.

If you have any questions about
donations to Fresh Start, please do
see me in the Main Hall on one of the
collection dates, or contact me (Tel 447
2634, evenings), and | will be happy to
help. Alternatively, Fresh Start can be
contacted directly during office hours
(Tel 476 7741).

March winds shall blow fi the rest you
know. So, PLEASE keep up the supply,
this next four weeks can be among the
bitterest of the winter, even though we
are nearly half way to summer. Specially
welcome are tinned meatand sh, as well
as the pasta, etc.

Avery special thanks to the kind knitter

who provides a steady supply
of really lovely @ warm ébeaniesi fi
| deliver them to The Sisters of
Mercy at St.Catherineis and to the Cow-
gate Centre, alternately. Big John at St

Catherineis says they are Tjust the jobT.
Thanks again,

PS To the knitter of the beanies i please
contact me so that | can thank you
personally.

Meditations on the Garden, the Cross, and the Tree of Life
by John Arnold, published 2007, Zondervan, £8.99

At the invitation of the Archbishop of Canterbury to produce his of cial Lent Book for
2008, John Arnold, Dean Emeritus of Durham Cathedral, took addresses, meditations
and sermons delivered over several decades and rewrote them to give us this book
of just under 200 pages. Despite the authoris claim that there is no one plot or single
theme, in a foreword Rowan Williams describes the book as a powerful statement of
Christian hope.

That is certainly where the book ends fi on a note of hope. Turning to the very
last chapter in the Bible, the vision of the new Jerusalem, the heavenly city, Arnold
reminds us that there is something to look forward to, both for the individual and for
society, and he suggests that it will surpass our expectations, our imaginations and
even our vocabulary.

The book begins in the Garden of Eden. It moves rapidly to a comparison of Adam
and Eve with Jesus who occupies centre stage in the second chapter. This includes a
thought-provoking section arguing that the crossing of boundaries and the breaking
down of divisions were characteristic of the ministry of Jesus.

The ve chapters refect the authoris early training in the Russian language and
its rich literature. With the help of the writings of Boris Pasternak and Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn he shows how human suffering can be transformed in the light of faith
in Christ. Those who are familiar with these writers may nd fresh insights; those who
have not read them will be introduced gently to these giants of 20th century literature
and their relevance for Christians.

The nal section of the book includes an extended treatment of the 1Words from
the TreeT, the Seven Last Words of Jesus. Again and again Arnold succeeds in taking
his readers from the obvious to a deeper level of understanding, making the death of
Jesus both easier to visualise and harder to bear. Particularly helpful are the reAections
on the prayer iFather, forgive themOT and on the cry of dereliction, iMy God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?7

At the end of each chapter John Arnold poses questions, some searching, some chal-
lenging and all of them not so much demands for answers as the raising of issues.

Although compiled with Lent in mind, this book can be a book for any time,
well worth reading through from start to nish but also a treasure trove of mate-
rial for occasional reAection.

The arrival of our new Minister provided an excellent reason for holding meetings
of the District Visitors and District Elders. Three meetings were held, when various
topics were raised as well as there being much discussion over refreshments at the
end of each evening.

As usual there were several changes of personnel among the District Visitors during
the past year 2007. We are very indebted to two of our longest serving Visitors, Anne
Innes and Myra Johnston who both recently retired, having been Visitors since 1984.
We thank Anne and Myra for their long and dedicated service. Taking over from them,
we welcome Anne Watters to District 16 and Susan Beaumont to District 38.

Moira Small, the Visitor for District 56 and Margaret Forsyth, the Visitor for District
9, have both retired due to other commitments and we thank them for their ten years
of service. We are very pleased to welcome Alan Ramage as the Visitor for District
56. Sue Black, who was the Visitor for District 27, kindly agreed to take over District
9, while we are obliged to Sharon Harrod for taking over Sueis District 27.

Thanks also go to Sandra Farrar, who moved away from District 41A. We now
welcome Margo Gillon as the Visitor for that District.

We also wish to thank all the other Visitors for their continuing unstinting work
over the years.



The Guild met in the afternoon of 29th January when we had a very
interesting talk about Conan Doyle. On 5th Februarywe had a speaker
from the Leprosy Mission as it is the Project we are supporting this
year. 19th February sees Lady Marion Fraser talking about her time
as Lord High Commissioner to the General Assembly, and on the
5th March we are having our ABM followed by Simon Crutchley
on The Queen Motheris Memorial Garden, a talk he had to cancel in October.
The World Day of Prayer Service takes place in Greenbank this year and is on Friday
7th March at 10.30am The speaker will be Kathleen Forsyth fi a former Guild National
Convenor. Please come and join us and remember it is not only for women!

Members of the congregation should note
that, because Easter is so early this yeal
the Communion Services due to be held or
Sunday 16th March have been postpone
until Sunday 27th April when they will
be at the usual times of 9am, 10.30am ant
3pm, with the usual pre-Communion serv-
ice at7.30pm on Friday 25th April.

As is our normal custom, there will be a

25th March sees the +nal evening of the session and is our fund raising event —$88& communion service held®80am

advert below. We are looking forward to welcomirtg Southern Light Seniors and

on Easter Sunday, 23rd March

hope that many of you will come along to hear them. Lastly the Guild is taking the
First Service on Sunday 6th April at 9.30am a etting end to our session. We would
like to thank all who have supported us throughout the year and hope to see ygu at

our Coffee Mornings over the summer months.

Many of the children who go on Scripture Union Holidays for the rst time already

have a church connection.

Many children from church backgrounds nd their time on an SU Holiday fi with

its teaching and contact with other young people fi to be an important factor in their

growth and development, and a help in getting to know more about Christianity.
SU is an interdenominational Christian organisation with many years of experience in
providing holidays for young people from Primary 5 through to Secondary 6. In addition,
there are all-age and family holidays. The aims of SU holidays are to give an excellent
holiday, and to present the Gospel in a relevant and interesting way.

The holidays offer a wide range of activities, and time to explore the Christian faith
fi through drama, music and discussion. Leaders are experienced, and the teams are care-
fully chosen and subjected to the statutory checks. Training and support are provided
from SU HQ.

If you would like more information, the Scripture Union brochure for 2008 is available
from me or from SU Scotland (Tel 0141 332 1162; web http://www.suholidays.org.uk)

We have received a letter from Roy and Ja
Dodman dated January 2008. A copy has b¢
posted on the hall corridor noticeboard.

The letter’s theme is a government visid
to makeJamaica the place of choice to raise
families, live, work and do business by 2030;
the educational work in which Roy and Jane g
both involved contributes to this vision.

However, the reality of life in Jamaica i
that in 2007 there were over 1,500 murde
a country with a population of fewer than
million people. It is generally accepted thg
these appalling statistics can only be addres
through improvement of educational and socfé

There will be 88ookstall in the Main Hall
after the 10.30am service Sunday 30th
March. TheBook of the Month, reviewed
on the previous page of thigalet, will
be available.

We will also have copies @reenbank
United Free Church, An lllustrated
Memento, November 1927, the history of
the early congregation at Greenbank anc
the opening of the ‘new’ church, afft
of Hope, a selection of poems written by
Gillie Davidson MBE, founder of Scottish
Love in Action.

Next Bookstall:20th April .

The Work Party Coffe
Morning will be held or
Thursday, 6th March
at 10.30amin the Main
Hall. There will be ¢
Bring and Buy Stall. All
are very welcome.

programmes in the affected communities. Thave received from you during these

church remains a focal point in many conyears. Our retirement is only a few
munities. years away, but we look forward with
Roy & Jane will be on furlough, based ihope and conedence, and with your
Edinburgh, from mid-April to mid-July. Theycontinuing support, to continuing
will be celebrating 25 years in Jamaica asur important work with the United

24th February, and add these words: “We aphurch and the IUC.”
preciate the care, concern and support that we



Congregational Register Duty Teams
2 Mar (First Sunday) Roger Bland, Richard

Omitted from the on-line version of theLea!et Dunbar, Clifford Hastings, Chris Horne, Doris
Laing, Enid Mowat, Keith Winton, Eileen
Campbell and Robert Nimmo.
9 Mar John Rutherford, David Allan, Richard
Denison, Kenneth Htet-Khin, Caroline Kehoe,
Anne Kinnear, John Mowat, Jean Roynon-Jones
and Colin Winchester.
16 Mar John Ritchie, Eric Brown, Stewart Coghill,
Ralph Davidson, John Htet-Khin, Susan Inch, Gill
Sweetman and lan Thomson.
23 Mar (+ 9.30 Communion)Tom Walker, Stewart
Hunter, Frank Hutson, Alison Murison, Valerie
: . Macniven, Paul Maxwell, Bill Frazer, Fiona Grant
World Mission and Leslie Stokoe.
Fair Trade Eair 30 Mar John George, Kenneth Aitken, Alistair
Hunter, Hazel Macaulay, Kathleen Patrick, Jill
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We are again holding Bair Trade Fair, on Saturday 8th March .

from 10ar?1 to 12 Nogon Why not come and visit )l/JS, havefrae Powlett-Brown, Dorothy Whitehead and Tony

Fairtrade coffee and view the varied products available? There will Foster._ . . .

be references to Peru... 6 Apr (First Sunday) Alan Armit, Edith Armit,
Fairtrade progress appears to be being made asuthber of Patrick Cadell, lain Davidson, David Ferguson,

Fairtrade items sold in supermarkets is gradually increasing. Michael Pearson, Neil Ross, Malcolm Watters and
Some shops have tills specially for people bringihgir own Elizabeth Mackay.

bags, rather than using new polythene bags eaah ttiey shop.

(Unfortunately the tills are not always busy.) Bring your bags to owrOffee Rota

Fairtrade Fair, or buy a new permanent bag. In this small way we canch

help the environment. 2nd No coffee fi (Spectrum 3 Lunch)

One World Stall 9th No coffee i (Annual Business Meeting)

. - . 16th D59B fi Alasdair Swan
Our next One World Stall is osth April in the Main Hall after the 23rd D61A fi Clifford Hastings

10.30am service. Kay Ellis  30th D67 & D68 fi John Mowat
& Louse Coghill
; - April
St Columba’s Hospice Shops Ltd 6th Prayer Link

Please give your time — volunteer in one of our shops at
Morningside, Leith, West End, Stockbridge sche Rot
Sorting, Pricing, Stocking Shop, Assisting CustomegreC € Rrola

For more information please contact Gail MacGregor Supervisor Helper
. . rch
(Tel 555 0625, Email gailmacgregor@btconnect.comn, d Erances Wallace Catherine Webb
Registered Ofsce: 352 Leith Walk, EH6 5BR 9th Cathie Maclennan Fiona Trew
Web: www.stcolumbashospiceshops.org.uk |  16th Sandra Farrer Christine Wallace
23rd (9.30am) Liz Foster
4th Morningside Scout Group Janet Walker Flora Pollock
Annual Jumble Sale, Saturday 5th April, 2008 30th  Shona Murray Catherine Webb
Once again Jumble Sale time is approaching. As you know, the success April . .
of this event depends greatly on the large number of ex-scouts, parents ~ 6th  Pamela Neilson Fiona Trew
and friends who rally round every year! Should you feel able to assist ._.5,
again this year, we would be very grateful if you would contact outhyLirch Flowers -y
co-ordinator: Colin McCulloch, 27 Greenbank Crescent. Provided by Delivered by
David Easton, Group Scout Leader March
2nd Gina Millar Alison Berrill
Please deliver material for the April Lea et to the Editorsi 9th Liz Gordon Irene Rutherford
pigeon hole by 10.30am on Sunday 16th March, or to 16th Anne Mason Alison Murison
17 Jordan Lane, EH10 4RA or by email to 23rd Alice Schaupp Caroline Kehoe
alison.murison@googlemail.com or 30th Jean Denison Margery Goodban
j-murison@ed.ac.uk by 6pm April

on Tuesday 18th March. 6th Elizabeth Smith




King had gone to Memphis
to support garbage workers in a protest against low wages
and intolerable working conditions. As he stood on his hotel
balcony, his thoughts were probably more about the industrial
dispute than about his impending death. It was then that the
fatal shotwas red. As news of his assassination spread around
the world it was greeted with surprise, shock and horror. But
in some respects his death was not really surprising. King had
lived with the possibility of such a death for a long time. His
white enemies claimed that the vast crowds he drew together
were beyond his control. No matter how loudly he proclaimed
his own adherence to non-violence, he was creating the condi-
tions from which violence must erupt. And his militant black
critics regarded his advocacy of change through non-violence
and civil disobedience ineffective, incapable of delivering
social and economic freedom. For Martin Luther King there
was a time to die.

He was by no mean unique: many prominent and
outspoken critics of the dominant culture, of the government
of the day, whose teaching and exam-
ple upset those in power, have been
victims, potential or actual, of their
enemies. King had accepted that it
was highly likely that he would meet
a violent end, although its time, place
and manner were unknown. In one
sense, the shot that rang out that Spring
evening in Memphis was sudden and
unforeseen; in another it had long been
anticipated.

had been threats to his life even in Galilee. For Jesus there v
a time to die, to be killed.

For Jesus his
death was clearly foreseen and accepted as part of the work
had come to do. He saw himself and his life’s work in terms «
the suffering servant described many centuries earlier, the o
“despised and rejected by others, a man of soraodsicquainted
with grief... wounded for our transgressions... crushed for ot
iniquities”. According to the traditional view Jesknew what lay
ahead of him and was able to give speciec predictions, not on
about his sufferings and death but also about his resurrection

What kind of human being
foresees in detail his future? If Jesus did foresee his sufferin
and death and — more importantly — his resurrection, would tf
not separate him from the rest of humanity? Would the abilit
to predict the future in detail not turn Jesus into a supernatul
egure rather than a wholly and totally human béirfguch a
Jesus is surely too superhuman to have much signiscance !
ordinary mortals.

Was he so naive that he was taken completely by surprise
what happened to him? Did he arrive
in Jerusalem imagining that his protest
movement would overthrow the rulers of
the day? Did Jesus really believe that his
revolutionary teaching would ¢nd wide-
spread acceptance? Was it likely that he
would survive for very long if he insisted
on telling people what life would be like
on earth if God were king and the kings
and emperors of this world were not? We
can never know what was in the mind of

Jesus as he went up to Jerusalem for what turned out to be

Even the plane on which he had 'own from Atlantanal visit. Perhaps he had hopes of making sonpeeéssion there;
had been searched because of a rumour about a bomb beénlgaps even in the last few days he had the all-too-human hc
on board. Then he said, “Well, | don’t know what will happeof divine intervention; perhaps to the end he hdped reprieve.
now. We've got some difecult days ahead. Like anybody,But no matter how strong his hope Jesus must have been fi
would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'maware of the dangers in going to Jerusalem —gugkaatin Luther
not concerned about that now. | just want to do God’s will..King was aware of the risks in going to Memphidygears ago.

King knew that some of his staff were still hesitant about thdiesus courageously kept doing what he was doing even thot
commitment to non-violence. The next day he spoke to thésa knew it could have fatal consequences.

about his hero and role-model, Gandhi, the Indidmose

philosophy of non-violent resistance had been so in!uential Although with hindsight the

on King’s thinking and action. Ironically, Gandhi had himsega”y Church was able to see God at work in what Jesus did &

been killed by a Hindu fanatic who resented his tolerancej@iyhat happened to him, at the time it was far from obvious, n

all religions and races. And he spoke too about Jesus anddhgt for Jesus. This is the recognisably human Jesus. This is

meaning of his suffering. Jesus on whom we can rely, this Jesus for whom the future w

as much a mystery, a dread and a hope as it is for us. This is

Jesus, open to God and committed to humanity, whom we ¢

follow through life and into death, when it is our time to die. Fo

Throughout his life he had dedicatedhe cross of Jesus is not just an event in time but the Christi

himself to the doing of God'’s will and there could now be reymbol par excellence, serving as the focal point of Christic
turning back. He was well aware that he might be killed; them®rship, Christian believing and Christian living.



