
Present:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, MANAGEMBNT AND
FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE WANTAGE TOWN COUNCIL HEI,D

IN WANTAGE CIVIC IIALL, PORTWAY, ON MONDAY,
20 JULY.2009. AT 7.30 P.M.

Councillor B H Annitage (Chairrnan)
Councillors Mrs J Hannaby, P Kent,
Mrs J Reynolds, Councillor Major J Sibbald,
Mrs L 

-fodd 
and Mrs E A Turner.

PC Danen James (Up to Itern l9)

Mr W P Falkenau.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies lbr absence were received fion-r Councillors Mrs P Brundle, A Crawford, A J
Geden, E C Goldsrnith, M Green, Ms N J. Hanna, P O'Leary, J Morgan and
D r l C E T u r c u .

Clle rk:

Declarations of Interest

These were to be given as the meeting proceeded.

Minutes of Meeting held on l5 June, 2009

'fhe 
minutes were approved and signed.

18. Statements and Questions from the Public

None.

19. Reports from Community Officers: PC Darren James

PC James was welcomed to the meeting. He was asked to provide the Police's view on
the introduction of the Street Pastors Scheme. He said that the Thames Valley Police
Authority gave its support, but that some police authorities elsewhere did not support the
scheme. He advised that all pastors would be well trained, and would seek to avoid
involvement in conflict. T'he Committee advised that it would welcome his assessrnent in
six months' tirne after the scheme's launch in October, 2009. Following recent incidents
of vandalism at allotment sites, he advised that they were currently on the watch-list of the
police. Incidents of vandalisrn were fairly infrequent, and therefbre he could not
guarantee that they would be on tl,e watch-list in a few months' time. He advised that a
lot of work was being undertaken to dcal with underage drinking. Attention was being
given to Bedernan Park, the area around the Sweatbox and the Chestnuts play area. He
was asked to consider whether there would be any benefit to widening the nurnber of
areas covered by the "No Alcohol to be Consumed in a Public Place" Order. He agreed to
consider this, but advised that underage drinking was covered by other legislation. He
reported that the current most-reported crimes had involved stealing wheels frorn cars,
stealing diggers and attacks on cash points in Abingdon. PC Jarnes asked to be kept
infonned of Council business through receipt of minutes and agendas, and agreed to
attend future meetings as requested.

PC James was thanked for his attendance, and left the meeting.

Action: Clerk
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20. Matters Arising

(a) Vale and Downland Museum Trust

Craig Hart, the Museum Adrninistrator. had agreed to give a presentation to a Comrnittee
or Council rneeting. Given the prospective lower attendance at the August Council
rneeting due to holidays, it was agreed to defer his presentation to the Septernber rneeting.

Action: Clerk

(b) Comrnunity Group Discounts : Wantage Civic Hall

The Clerk had been unable to produce a report for consideration by the Committee. He
agreed to prepare a report for consideration at the Council meeting on 3 August,2009.

Action: Clerk

(c) Town Council Website

The photographs of most Councillors had been added to the website. 
'Ihe 

Clerk intended
to produce a new fiont page which could be maintained by the Town Council on an
ongoing basis. The current front page required attention by Mr Howard Hill. It was
agreed that a pl,otographs page be introduced depicting scenes and events in the town. A
Town Mayor's page was also to be added.

(d) Pedestrian Crossing at Lirnborough Road Developrnent

Action: Clerk

Councillor Mrs I{annaby had been pressing the responsible County Council officer to
proceed with the provision of a pedestrian crossing in Lirnborough Road. She agreed to
provide the Clerk with details of tl,is officer involved so that the Clerk could also press on
behalf of the Town Council.

(e) Future of Wantagc Civic Hall

Action: Ilannabv

Councillor Annitage and the Clerk had met Councillor Richard Webber and Mr Matt
Prosser of the District Council on 20 July, 2009. Councillor Webber and Mr Prosser re-
stated that it was tlie intention of the District Council to seek ways of reducing the costs
associated with the operation of the Civic l{all. However, it was not their expectation or
intention that the Civic Hall should be closed altogether. The Clerk and Councillor
Annitage had infonned thern that it was the Town Council's policy, although unable to
run the Hall itself', to work with any interested bodies to save the F{all for the wider use of
the district. Initial proposals from the District Council were likely to be put forward in the
Septernber/October period.

(f) Wantaee Market Place Lay-Out Proposals : Next Stage

The Clerk had distributed electronic copies of the questionnaires to all Councillors.
C--ouncillor Kent reported that he had reviewed the responses, and that taking account of
only those that gavc unconditional support to the scheme, showed a 680/o approval rate.
The appointment of consultants to furlher develop the Market Place lay-out proposal was
to be considered under Agenda ltem 28. When the consultants' work was completed,
there would be a need fbr a flnal public consultation befbre the Town Council cornrnitted
itself to a final scheme. There was a need to involve Cabinet Members of both the
District and County Councils to ensure these authorities were fully engaged in what the-Iown 

Council was doins. It was asreed that Councillor Ian Hudsoeth. the Cabinel
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Member of tlie County Council fbr Growth and lnfiastructure be invited to attend a
meeting to be briefed. Action: Clerk

It was agreed that there was a need for the Council to settle more clearly its policy on
various aspects of the lay-out scherne in advance of rneeting the consultants. Councillors
and the Clerk were to draw up a set of questions which required answering. The Clerk
was to call a special rneeting to develop and consider these questions. Action: Clerk

This was to be followed by a site meeting at which the practicalities would be fully
considered. The meetings were to be called over the coming two weeks. There was an
unresolved debate over at what stage testing of how the lay-out would operate would be
undertaken in the Market Place itself. There was a need to consider the impact of traflc
at the various key junctions leading to the Market Place, i.e the Wallingford Street/Seesen
Way roundabout, the Onnond Road/Porlway junction and the Carnel Cross Roads.

(g) Consideration of Organisational Arrangernents of the Displal/s Conxuittee

The Clerk had not had time to draft the constitution. He agreed to give the matter urgent
attention. There was a need to progress this as soon as possible. Action: Clerk

(h) Olfice Safety and Security

The resolution of staff safety fonned part of the issues relating to tl-re future operation of
the Civic IIall under Item 20(e) above.

POLICY

Minutes of the Joint Environment 'lrust Meeting held on 23 Aprit, 2009

Allred's Bath

Arrangements were being progressed for the future on-going maintenance of tlie Bath.
There was a need to replace the rotten wooden material. The replacement materials
needed to be sufficiently durable. There was a need to divert the water llow across the
footpath in order reduce future darnage. Action: Clerk

'fhe 
agenda for the rneeting on 23 July, 2009, indicated that the wording for the sign at

Alfred's Bath had not been signed off by the Town Council. Councillors believed this to
be incorrect. The Clerk was to ref-er this to the Deoutv Clerk on her retum from holidav.
fbr her to advise the District Council.

22. Street Pastors Scheme : Note from Neil Townsend

Act ion: Clerk

A comprehensive note on the proposed scheme had been provided. The scherne was due
fbr launch in October, 2009. The Comrnittee suggested that tlie perfbnnance of the
scheme should be reviewed after six months. A request for a donation of f400 towards
training costs had been received.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Mrs Hannaby,
SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Todd,
IT WAS MOVED that a donation of f400 be rnade.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Kent,
SECONDED by Councillor Major Sibbald,
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IT WAS MOVED that a donation of f200 be made irnrnediately, and a lurther donation of
f200 be rnade in six months, dependent upon the perfon.nance review.

In a vote, the amendment was defeated 2 in favour, 5 against. The principal resolution,
' for rnaking a donation of f400 immediately, was unanirnously approved.

MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE

23. l'inancial Statements to Julv. 2009

Due to damage to the Clerk's cornputer, he had been unable to cornplete the financial
statements in time for submission to the meeting. He agreed that these be referred to the
full Council meeting lbr consideration. Action: Clerk

24. Requests for Donations

None, other than the one received in respect of the Street Pastors scheme, above.

25. Accounts for Pavment

The Council did not currently ernploy a car park attendant. The work was undertaken by
the Market Attendant when he had the time. It was agreed to include this as an itern to the
agenda of the next meeting for consideration to be given to the recruitment of a parking
attendant.

ON THE PROPSITION of Councillor Major Sibbald,
SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Hamaby,
IT WAS RESOLVED that accounts for paynent in the surn of f 13,334.46 be approved.

26. General Correspondence

None.

Confidential Items 27,28 and 29

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Annirage,
SECONDED by Councillor Major Sibbald,
lT WAS RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily
excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Armitage,
SECONDED by Councillor Major Sibbald,
IT WAS RESOLVED that the resolutions rnade in confldential session be adooted.

The meeting closed at 9.35 p.rn.

WPF/KR



Wantagc Torn ( 'ounci l

Date Palce
01 r07 i2009  VWHDC
0 l  r 07 r2009  VWHDC
0I  ' 0712 (X )9  VWHDC
19106'2009 Var ious

22 | 06i 2009 fllivcden Conservation
22t06'2009 RJS(tA) Ltd
29,()6r'2009 Clh' P O'Leary
29i06i2009 Vik ing Dircct
29,O6/2009 Thamcs Warer
29106,'2009 ORCC'
|  1107r2(X)9 ln land Revcnuc
I  IO7, '2009 Stockhanr School  PA
I lO7, '2009 White Horsc Hor l icul rur .c
I l,'0712009 Red Corncr
|  1,07t2009 WP Falkcnau
l l '07,2009 Mrs P Leggc
20 ()1"201)9 Ms A Srewarl
20'07, '2009 Vik i r rg Dircct

Accounts lbr  Pal  nrent  -  Junc to JuI1 2009
Descr ipt ion
Ratcs ccnlot!'ly
Ratcs cal park
Rates Malkct
Stafl'salics June 0t)

li)tal direct dcbils

Repai l  to Statuc
Intcrnal auclit lce
Town Mayor 's a l lowancc ls t  l ra l l '
Stationcry
Water rates - various
Annual subscliption
I  st  quaner PAYE
Donation
Cernctery and play alea glasscutting June
Photocopying chalgcs - Junc
Stationery
June wagcs - BACIS le'jcctcd
Planls lbr Statuc tn)ugh
Stationery

lirtal chcqucs

Total  pa) ments , f  une to JuI1 2009

304457 f 2.829.00
30445t t  f  t . | i t0 .33
304459 f  85  1 .95
-104460 f l68.r i2
304.+6 I f 220.(Vt
3042162 f 20.00
304463 f 2.579.41
304464 L 250.00
304465 f 7.10 00
304466 f 29.06
301467 L 1.99
304,1(rlt f 120 3l
30446e L 39.41
3t)4470 L 51 .(16

f gJ)rJnx)

I r rJ-3J3d,I6 I

Powcrs
Burial
oA  l 9 t t 5
o A  t 9 8 5
O l l l cgOA 1985

Propcrly
LGA I972
LCA t972
Ollice
Allotrnenls/Burials etc
LCA I972
Olllce/OA 19135
s l 3 7
Burials"Rccrcation
Ollice
Olf lce
Of licc
Toul ism
Olllce

Rel'
DD
DD
DD
DD

f

I  55 .00
f  325.00
f  388.00
f  3 .4  78 .36

f 424636


