
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, MANAGEMENT AND,
FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE WANTAGE TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN WANTAGB CIVIC HALL, PORTWAY, ON
MONDAY,2 FEBURARY,2009, AT 7.30 p.M.

Present: Councillor B H Armitage (Chairman)
Councillors E C Goldsmith, Mrs J Hannaby, J Morgan,
P M O'Leary, Mrs J Reynolds, Major J Sibbald and
Mrs E A Turner.

C l e r k :  M r W P F a l k e n a u .

Apologics for Absencc

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs P Brundle, A Crawfbrd, M
Green, Ms N J Hanna, P Kent. Mrs L l'odd and Dr I C ll Turcu.

Declarations of Interest

Councillor Mrs Hannaby advised that she was now the District Council's portfolio holder
for emergencies (which included flooding) and was a member of the Letcombe Brook
Group and the Wantage Flooding Comrnittec.

Minutes of Meeting held on l0 November,2008

The minutes were approved and signed.

54. Statements and Questions from the Public

None.

55. Reports from Community Officers

(a) PC Darren James : Thames Valle)' Police

PC James u'as not present. Police resources were being deploycd to deal with incidents
connected to the current bad weather. It was hoped that he would attend the next
Committee meeting.

(b) Ms Sall), Wallington : Letcombe Brook Project Officer

Ms Wallington had been unable to attend the meeting due to a prior engagement. She had
submitted a r.vritten repoft, and intended to attend the next meeting. The rcport r.vas noted.
It was reported that Mr Graham Parker rvas carrying out rubbish clearance rvork at the
brook, on a voluntary basis, and rvas doing an excellent job. It was agreed that the Clerk
should send him a let ter of  thanks. Act ion: Clerk

56. Matters Arising

(a) Vale and Dor.vnland Museum Trust

The Clerk had not been able to ful ly revierv the Museunt 's accounts for the year endcd 3I
March, 2008. The end of the current financial year was rapidly approaching. and it
appeared that the Museurn had taken suitable corrective action to impror,e its financial
position. A final grant ittstalrnent fcrr the current 1,ear had been due in Januarl'.
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ON THE PROPOSITION of Counci l lor Maior Sibbald.
SECONDED by  Counc i l lo r  Arnr i tage.
I1'WAS RESOLVED that the grant for the final qua(er be paid. Action: Clerk

The Clerk had been contacted in the New Year by an officer of thc County Council
concerning the Torvn Council's collection held in the Muscum. A mecting rvith the officer
had not yet been arranged. Action: Clerk

The Clerk had no further infonnation on the change of legal status for the Museum Trust.
He agreed to make enquiries concerning its progress. Action: Clerk

(b) Counci l 's Tax Base

A letter dated l6 December,2008 had been received from Steve Bishop of thc District
Council, in which he advised that the boundary changes rvould take effect from I April,
201 1. Mr. Bishop confirmed that the earlier advice, that this would take effect sooner, had
been incorrect.

(c) Displa), Columns/Floral Displa),s

The nelv Christmas lighting arrangements had proceeded as reported at the previous
meeting. The bolder and brighter lighting in Grove Street and Limborough Road had bccn
welcomed, but it had highlighted the poorer quality of il lumination elsewhcre in the town.
The Display Committce was to be asked to improve the lighting elsewhere. A proposal had
been put to the Display Committee to install an artificial tree. It rvas agreed to advise the
Committee that any major changes to the lighting arrangements should be referred to the
Town Council. Councillor Mrs Reynolds, the Town Council's representative on the

Councillor Morgan declared a personal and prejudicial interest, his wife being an organizer
of the Stage Musical group events at the Civic Hall, and left the meeting.

The Clerk reported that he had received a numbcr of letters from Civic Hall users
requesting grants to cover the increased charges for the Civic Hall. The Clerk had
concluded that there was a need to obtain more specific information from each organization
about how the changes would affect them. He intended to distribute a short questionnaire
to each organization to obtain this information. This would be referred to the next meeting

Committee, agreed to advise it of this.

(d) Communit)' Group Discounts ; Wantagc Civic Hall

of the Committee.

(e) Flooding

Dealt with under item 55 b) above,

(f) To',vn Council Wcbsite

Action: Reynolds

Action : Clerk

The Clerk had incorporated agendas, minutes and solne additional infonnation on the
Counci l 's website,  r , r ' i thout undertaking major al terat ion. He had included l inks to the
Distr ict  Counci l ,  County Counci l ,  Pol ice and othcr aLrthori t ies'  and agencies'  rvebsites. He
advised Councillors that more and more public consultalion was being conducted through
u'ebsites, and that there rvas a need to monitor these in order to detect consultations that
might aff'ect the Wantagc cor.nrnunity. I Ie ulged Councillors to visit rvebsite s and advise
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him of any consultations they believed should be referred to the Town Council for
consideration. Action: All

There was discussion concerning the inclusion of Councillors' photographs and CVs/
resumes on the website. Councillors rvere invited to include information about thernselves.
using up to 50 words.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Armitage,
SECONDE,D by Counci l lor Major Sibbald,
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED to procecd with the inclusion of photographs and
CV/resume information on the website. Councillors were invited to be available for
photographs to bc taken at the next Council mceting.

(g) Wantage Town Lands Governors Appeal Fund

The Governors had been advised to refer a grant request to the Joint Environmental Trust.
The recent meeting had been missed. The Governors were to be asked to remove the
boarding which had been placed adjacent to the highway in Mill Street, which was
considered an eyesore. This had been installed to protect the railings at the front of the
almshouses from HGVs entering Limborough Road from Mill Street. As this manoeuvring
no longer occurred, the boarding was no longer required.

POLICY

57 . Minutes of Joint Environmental Trust meeting held on 8 January, 2009

Alfred's Bath

It w'as reported that Sally Wallington had agreed to engage a volunteer group to undertake a
tidy-up of the Bath. When this had been done, there rvould be a need for on-going
maintenance to keep the Bath in a qeasonable condition.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Mrs Hannaby,
SECONDED by Councillor Mrs Reynolds,
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Council should seek to maintain the Bath
in a reasonable condition, and that thc Clerk should seek quotes for the cost of doing this.

Action: Clerk

58. Invitation to Seesen for Civic Visit in April, 2009

The Town Mayor had issued an invitation for a civic visit by Seesen in April. He had not
yet received a response. In consultation with others, he rvould arrange a programrne for the
visi t .  Act ion: o 'Lean,

59. Proposed Meeting Schedule for 2009/2010

The proposed schedule, attached, r.vas approved.

60. Grass Cutting Contract Arrangemcnts for 2009 Season

A quote had been received from White Horse l{orticulture. In order to establish a long-
tenn relationship lvith the contractor, it u,as suggested that in future, the contract bc placcd
on a three-vear basis.
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ON TIIE PROPOSITION of Counci l lor Mrs Hannaby,
SECONDE,D by Counci l lor Armitagc,
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOI-VED that the quote for the 2009 season frorn White
Horse Horticulture be accepted, and that the contractor be advised that in the autumn of
2009 the Council would seek quotes from contractors for a three-year period. He rvas to be
adviscd that the Torvn Council was pleased rvith the work he had undertaken.

Action: Clerk

MANAGEMENT AND FINANCB

Requests for Donations

Wantage Town Footbal lClub :
Requcst f ior grant towards cost of  equipment to supporl  new pla-r ing f ie lds

It was reported that the Football Club was intending to establish an academy which would
be beneficial to the local communitv.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Councillor Mrs Hannaby.
SECONDED by Counci l lor Armitage,
IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED thal a donation of f500 be made. The Club was
to be advised that as a parish council the Town Council had only limited funds available to
contribute to this valuable amenity. Action: Clerk

Accounts for Payment

King Alfred's Statue :  Replacement of Plaque

The Clerk rvas to ascertain whether the cost of the replacement plaque would be covcred by
the Counci l 's insurers. Act ion: Clerk

ON THE PROPOSITION of Counci l lor Goldsmith.
SECONDED by Councillor Major Sibbald,
IT WAS RESOLVED that accounts for paymcnt in the sum of f21,836.38 be approved.

General Correspondence

(a) Wantage Churches Together :
Letter from Methodisl Church Minister dated2T January. 2009

Permission was sought to hold a united Good Friday Service at l2 noon on the V C
Forecourt as has been the custom in previous years. The application was approved.

(b) Phoenix Chi ldren's Foundat ion :

The Foundation sought permission to bring two ponies, with appropriatc volunteers, for a
fund-raising event in the Market Place on Wednesday, 4 March, 2009, betrveen l0 a.m. and
2 p.m. It rvas agreed that the application be approved, subjcct to it being confinned that
this was a legitimate charity, safety arrangements rvere satisfactorl,. and that it r.vould be of
benefit to the local cornrnunitr'. Action: Clerk

62.

63.
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Confidential Items 64, 65, 66,67

ON TIIE PROPOSITION of Counci l lor Armitae.e.
SECONDED by Counci l lor Major Sibbald,
IT WAS RESOLVED that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily
excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw.

ON THE PROPOSITION of Counci l lor Armirase.
SECONDED by Counci l lor Major Sibbald,
IT WAS RESOLVED that the resolutions made in confidential session be adooted.

The meeting closed at 9.36 p.m.

WPF/KR
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