Teaching Questioning Techniques

	Term
	Strategy
	Pupil Learning Outcomes

	1
	Open & Closed Questions
	Pupils can:

· Classify questions as open or closed

· Explain differences in open and closed questions

· Change a closed question into an open question

· Formulate their own open and closed questions



	2
	Fat & Skinny Questions
	Pupils can:

· Classify questions as fat or skinny

· Explain differences in fat and skinny questions

· Change a skinny question into a fat question

· Formulate their own fat and skinny questions



	3 & 4
	The Question Matrix (Introduction)
	Pupils will be proficient in the use of the matrix grid and matrix cubes, i.e.:

· Use both in generating questions within a curriculum area

· Can identify whether questions generated are open/closed, fat/skinny



	5 & 6
	The Question Matrix

(Introduction)
	Pupils can:

· In groups, generate questions for a curriculum topic or cross-curriculum investigation using matrix cubes

 


Questioning Techniques

	Type of Question
	Type of thinking
	Type of Response
	Example

	Closed
	Convergent
	Yes/No

Single (“correct”) answer

Or

Finite number of (agreed) answers.
	Is the sun a star?

What type of mammal is a platypus?

What are the months of the year?

 

	Open
	Divergent
	Many possible responses.

Not one “correct” answer.
	How could the environment of the school be improved?

How would the story have been different if it was in the future?



	Skinny
	Simple
	A little bit of thinking required.

Often closed, requiring some understanding

	What the function of a flower?

What day comes 3 days after Monday?

	Fat
	Complex
	Much more thinking

Interpretation required.

May involve critical/creative thinking (i.e. higher levels of Blooms)
	Is it ever OK to tease someone?  Why do you think so?

What would you change to improve your pencil case?

Explain your changes.

 


Open and Closed

Fat and Skinny Questions
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	Closed
	Open

	Skinny
	One bird that has webbed feet is …..
	10 animals that are not mammals include …

	Fat
	List 5 ways that a wolf and a poodle are similar.
	What would happen if all worms in England disappeared?  Give many possibilities




The Question Matrix Grid

	
	Event
	Situation
	Choice
	Person
	Reason
	Means



	Present
	What is?
	Where / When is?


	Which is?
	Who is?
	Why is?
	How is?

	Past
	What Did?
	Where / When Did?
	Which Did?
	Who Did?
	Why Did?
	How Did?



	Possibility
	What Can?
	Where/ When Can? 
	Which Can?
	Who Can?
	Why Can?
	How Can?



	Probability
	What Would?
	Where / When Would?
	Which Would?
	Who Would?
	Why Would?
	How Would?



	Prediction
	What will?
	Where / When

Will?
	Which

Will?
	Who will?
	Why Will?
	How Will?



	Imagination
	What Might?
	Where / When Might?
	Which Might?
	Who Might?
	Why Might?
	How Might?




Using The Question Matrix



Thinker’s Keys

	Term
	Strategy
	Pupil Learning Outcomes



	
	Alphabet KEY

Disadvantages KEY
	Pupils can:

· Compile a list of words from A-Z of objects, features of an object or a topic under consideration

· List disadvantages of an object or idea

· Offer improvements to correct or eliminate disadvantages

	
	Reverse KEY

Might Key
What do you think would happen to…  if ….

	Pupils can:

· Use knowledge to consider questions that contain words such as cannot, never and not in developing flexible thinking (e.g. 10 things you could not clean)

· Generate a range of both positive and negative responses to a scenario that begins with ‘What do you think would happen to … if….’

	
	Construction KEY
	Pupils can:
· Demonstrate practical creative thinking through the construction of structures using limited quantities of readily available materials

	
	Picture KEY

Question Key
	Pupils can:

· Demonstrate flexible and creative thinking by linking a simple (unrelated) line drawing to the current topic or idea

· Devise a set of number of questions given the answer as a starting point (e.g. the answer is MIDNIGHT. List 5 questions).




	Make up a question that is:

· Closed

· Open

· Skinny

· fat

· skinny closed

· open skinny

· fat closed

· fat open
	Closed

· What you know

· Just one right answer
	Open

· Lots of different possible answers

· Lots of thinking

	Skinny

· Simple

·  a little bit of understanding
	
	

	Fat

· Lots of thinking

· predicting

· Interpretation

· analysis
	
	


Questions are sometimes classified as open, closed, fat or skinny.


When considered together, a matrix of four possible question types becomes apparent.


The relationship between open and closed, fat and skinny questions is concerned with the amount of thinking needed








This question is


Skinny


It is simple with little elaboration required in the reply.


Closed


It requires convergent thinking with a finite number of agreed answers





This question is


Skinny


It is simple and requires little elaboration.


Open


It requires divergent thinking generating many possible responses





This question is


Fat


It is complex and requires a degree of interpretation.


Closed


It requires a finite number of agreed answers





This question is


Fat


It is complex and requires a degree of interpretation.


Open


It requires divergent thinking generating many possible responses.








1. You may like to try dividing the matrix into coloured rows or columns for groupwork.





What Might?





Where / When Might?	





Which Might?





Who Might?





Why Might?





How Might?





Who is?





Who Would?





Who did?





Who Can?





Who Would?





Who Will?





Who Might?





Why Would?





How would?





Who Will?





Why Will?





How Will?





Who Might?





Why Might?





How Might?





2.


Perhaps Sectors


This Time ….





4.


A Question Wheel?





3.


Or One Title per child 





Why Will?





How Would?





How Will?





Who Will?





5.


Or Maybe a Question Cube….











