ECS LIMITED

ECS is a technical

consulting firm

ECS is independent of
operators and anti-
mast groups

ECS has worked for
about 170 Local Au-
thorities

We specialise in this
area of planning

We provide training
courses for Officers
and Members

Our training courses
for Officers and Mem-
bers are highly re-
garded

Our advice is “jargon
free”

We advise at Appeals
and Inquiries

We work quickly—we
understand your dead-
lines

We are familiar with
the legislation in Eng-
land, Wales and Scot-
land

We provide FREE initial
advice on the phone!
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The Government’s initiative
to introduce a single applica-
tion for planning permission
looks set to cause some con-
fusion regarding telecoms
apps. The guidance on valida-
tion is particularly interesting.
In essence, Local Authorities
will be able to include addi-
tional information that will be
required to validate applica-
tions, although that informa-
tion must come from the rele-
vant “national list of local
requirements”. Once a list is
adopted, applications that
don’t have the required docu-
ments will be invalid. Clearly
a test of reasonableness ap-
plies to the information that

can be required.

The national disgressionary
list for telecoms apps includes

obvious things like an IC-
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NIRP certificate but goes on
to say “further guidance on
information that may be re-
quired is set out in the “Code
of Best Practice on Network
Development”. This docu-
ment includes a great many
things that could find their
way onto Local Authority

lists.

Consultation is required be-

fore local lists are adopted but
with the system coming in on
6 April and a suggested mini-
mum consultation period of 6

weeks, there’s not much time!

Unfortunately the Validation
Guidance is not in step with
the GPDO for telecoms in
respect of which day is day 1
for counting the 56 day pe-
riod so confusion looks
likely.

ICATIONS

The Validation Guidance
indicates that the GPDO will
be changed to include the

validation process. Let’s hope

they get the changes right!

We have put together some
useful links on this topic.
Access them at
www.ecsconsulting.co.uk/

links.htm

DOWNTURN IN TELECOMS MARKET=LESS MAST APPS?

The mobile telecoms mar-
ket has slowed substan-
tially in the UK over the last
12 months. Third Genera-
tion has proved to be some-
thing of a white-elephant.
Mobile television services—
launched with a great fan-
fare less than a year ago,
were quietly axed last

month.

The mobile operators are
rapidly diversifying into
fixed telecoms services—
what does that tell you
about mobile profitability?

From a planning perspec-
tive this means less appli-
cations for masts. Welcome

news for some perhaps, but
those skills, gained by deal-
ing with so many apps for
mast will soon disappear.

If we can help, give us a
call. It costs surprisingly
little to get our expert opin-
ion on mast apps!



89 Victoria Road
Macclesfield

Cheshire

SK10 3JA

Phone: 01625-425700
Fax: 01625-424188

Email: Richard@ecsconsulting.co.uk

INDEPENDENT

CAN YOU RELY ON PLANS?

| was involved in a most
interesting Public Inquiry in
Taunton recently . In es-
sence an O2 monopole
received consent by de-
fault due to an admin. er-
ror by the Council.

The monopole as built did
not conform to the plans
submitted to the Council.
The Council took Enforce-
ment action which was
appealed against and a
Public Inquiry was called.

02’s position throughout
the lead-up to the Inquiry
was that the mast was
built according to the plans

and even if it wasn't, the
differences were not mate-
rial.

At the Inquiry they sought
to argue that Local Authori-
ties cannot rely on plans
submitted by Oz irrespec-
tive of their stated scale as
their plans indicate that
only the written dimen-
sions are accurate. They
extended this argument to
say that in respect of
masts built under the
GPDO only the height mat-
ters (must be 15 metres of
less). A few happy hours
were spent at the Inquiry

OBJECTIVE

ECS Limited has been
providing Local Authorities
with independent advice
on planning applications
for radio masts for over 10
years. We do not work for
the mobile operators or for
anti-mast groups. Our ex-
perience however comes
from previous work within
the mobile industry. We
now use that experience to
yourbenefit!

We have worked for about
170 Local Authorities,
providing advice on many
hundreds of planning ap-
plications for masts. We
have spoken at national
conferences for bodies
such as the Association of
AONBs and ANPA.

In addition to advice on
applications, we have as-
sisted at Public Inquiries.

Our training courses for
Officers and Members are

ADVICE highly acclaimed!

listening to arguments
about scales, reproduction
of drawings and other re-
lated matters. Eyebrows
were raised when the re-
ductio ad absurdum was
brought forward by Coun-
sel for Taunton Deane,
showing the full (and
rather bizarre) implications
of O2’s legal submission.

The Planning Inspector
was unimpressed by 02’s
arguments and the appeal
was dismissed.

from

Check those 02 plans care-

fully! www.ecsconsulting.co.uk

Download the decision



