
base stations would be accom-
modated on the new hospital. 
Unfortunately this is an all-too-
common situation. Architects 
need to open their eyes to the 
wider functions of existing 
buildings and Planning Officers  
need to remind them. 

A London Borough recently 
refused a planning application 
for aerials on a new hospital. 
The applicant appealed and lost. 
The inspector wrote “the pro-

posal would look out of 

place...stuck almost at random 

on part only of the roof….It 

would seriously harm the char-

acter and appearance of both 

the building and the nearby 

area”. So how come it got built 
anyway? 

What happened was that the 
applicant modified the applica-
tion in such a way that they 
considered it to be Permitted 
Development—removing the 
Council’s ability to object and, 
some would say, flying com-
pletely in the face of the Inspec-
tors’ comments. The changes 
basically involved reducing the 
number of operators to be ac-
commodated and in doing so, 

they argued that 
clause A.1(g)(iii)  
of Part 24 was 
rendered ineffec-
tive. 

With the benefit of 
hindsight, this 
might have a been 
a rare instance 
where an Article 4 
Direction would 
have been appro-
priate although to 
be fair to the Au-
thority, few could have guessed 
how the applicant would seek to 
get their  base stations installed. 

The root problem here though is 
one of building design. The new 
hospital replaced an existing 
one on the same site. There 
were mobile phone base stations 
on the old hospital and yet 
somehow it appears that no 
thought was given to how these 
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