LANCASHIRE FRIEND

Minutes

28th August 2007

Present:
Wendy, Nick, Les, Raza, Svend, Ian H, Kathryn, JoAnne

Apologies:
Fiona, John, Fr John, Rachel, Walter, Lizzie

1. Welcome

Nick welcomed people to the meeting and thanked everyone attending the meeting who, at some point, helped out on the stall at Manchester Pride over the weekend.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Agreed

3. Matters Arising

· Blue / Black folders

Nick reiterated the meanings of the two communication folders which can be found in the office and urged everyone to use them.

SHOUT

This LGBT youth group in Blackburn is having its funding pulled by the local council. One possibility for the future is the youth group coming under the umbrella of Lancashire Friend. This is at an early discussion stage. It would be a separate forum with Chris and Helen (youth workers) looking after the group. One may attend the Executive of LF and the other attend monthly meetings to maintain communication. From LF’s point of view, it would open up LGBT funding from the council / PCT and it would give us an avenue to channel the many referrals we get from young people, as demonstrated at Manchester Pride. Ian said if the youth group moved away from the council, then Connexions could get involved in funding. Raza raised the point that young people may find formal meetings like LF intimidating and it would be an avenue for young people. It was agreed that it was an interesting idea and we would wait and see how it pans out.

4.
WORLD AIDS DAY / week

Nick met with Allan Clinch re: progress on this event. Allan’s role was discussed and there may be a chance that a full-time role with responsibilities for LGBT issues would be appointed in the future. Nick asked that this person attend LF meetings as liaison to maintain communication.

Nick and Allan have a meeting with the Equality & Diversity Officer from Blackburn PCT on Friday August 31st. The PCT have recently revised their strategy on this matter and this may give LF financial / more positive support.

Les has been attending meetings about the events planned for World AIDS Day and week. There will a vigil on Saturday December 1st at Blackburn Cathedral. There will also be a stall promoting World AIDS Day and HIV awareness running throughout the previous week in Blackburn shopping centre. There are possibilities of stalls also running in Burnley and Accrington. It is likely any funds raised will give a % to LF. Last year LF received £200.

FLAG do an annual event for World AIDS day at the Garden Bar in Burnley. Nick does not think this will happen this year and a suggestion has been made that LF/FLAG have a joint event. This would be on a much smaller scale than the Red Ribbon event suggested in earlier meetings. Nick has made tentative enquiries re: an event at The Little Bull in Blackburn. Clitheroe Kate is more than happy to be involved. Nick has already put out feelers about this and some acts are willing to take part. This event could be on December 2nd (Sunday). Les raised the idea of Chi coming along to promote safe sex but it was felt this may be seen as preaching at people. Issues around the event were discussed including making it ticket only; getting Community Chest funding; decent raffle prizes and making it clear that the event will not interfere with other clubs, pubs or venues. Raza suggested checking with Unison for possible funding sources or sponsorship. Nick is to take the idea back to FLAG for further discussion.

The Red Ribbon Ball will also be taking place in Preston this year at UCLAN. Tickets should be available and Nick has made LF’s feelings about this clear.

4. Blackburn College

On Wednesday 26th September, there will be an Open Day at King Georges Hall. Cheryl from the Students Union has asked if an LGBT stall could be staffed and for LF to run a prize draw. The stall will run from 11.30 – 3pm. Nick and Ian will discuss this further

5. Meetings and Courses

There is a conference on Mental Health and LGBT Youth in Manchester on Wednesday 31st October from 10am – 4pm. If anyone is interested in going, please let Nick know.

There is also a Training Charter Mark showing organisations are LGBT compliant. To gain this, there is a 5 day training course called ‘Understanding Sexuality’. Again, if you are interested in this, please let Nick know.

6. Manchester PRIDE

First of all, Nick thanked all the people who gave up their time to help over the 3 day period. Particular thanks were given to Wendy for dressing the stall and Les for staffing Monday.

WHAT WENT WELL

· Lots of good feedback from people

· Nick was interviewed for Gaydio and Chorley FM

· Real Manchester and Bent took pictures

· Good location – better than this year

· High interest level

· FLAG logo / materials looked good

· Good co-operation between the two groups

· Positive comments on the range of materials on offer

WHAT CAN WE IMPROVE?

· The banner and how to display it to better effect

· Giveaways – Nick is currently bidding to Awards for All for funding for promotional items

· Leaflet holders to avoid leaflets being scattered

· Queer Talk and a list of social events being available

· Missing display materials

· A comment was made by a bisexual group that one of the leaflets only mentions lesbians and gay men on the front

· People still not honouring their commitment – it was agreed that people should give 24 hours’ notice if they cannot attend

Overall, the consensus was that the event had gone very well and we should try to keep raising the bar every year.

POST PRIDE

Invited to participate in Oldham Pride

Couple of potential volunteers for Nick to contact

Lack of availability of safe sex packs distributed in East Lancs. JoAnne raised the point that female safe sex packs were also queried at Pride. Nick to ask Allan about this.

7. A.O.B.

Raza informed Nick about a contact he can talk to about PCT funding applications.

Next Social – Friday 21st September – LazerQuest at Trafford Centre. Meet at the Jarman Centre at 7.30pm for a convoy of cars. 2 sessions shooting each other and then food and drinks.

Next meeting 25th September

Meeting ended 9.00pm

Any queries or issues, please contact Nick on 07753 209770

