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This is the first free quarterly newsletter of Lancashire Friend, a charity aimed at supporting and reflecting the LGBT community in Lancashire.


Helpline: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 7.30 – 9.30pm 0800 052 0151


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.lancashirefriend.org.uk" ��www.lancashirefriend.org.uk�     Registered Charity No: 1053328





There are several ways to contact LANCASHIRE FRIEND.


If you want to call us for information, advice, counselling or


 just someone to talk to, call the helpline on


0800 052 0151


Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 19.30 – 21.30


If you would like to write to us:


Lancashire Friend


The Jarman Centre,


James Street


Blackburn


BB1 6BE


To telephone or fax us, call 01254 694 580


E-mail us on admin@lancashirefriend.org.uk





LANCASHIRE FRIEND GOES TO THE DOGS!





Above: Ian, Wendy, Les, Nick and John try unsuccessfully to prop up a tired and emotional Cathy. Wendy’s hair looks fabulous!








Left: Dog looks unimpressed by LF visit to Belle Vue. We usually get this reaction.





One of Lancashire Friend’s latest socials was a trip to Belle Vue, Manchester to watch skinny little bitches run around a track after a small hairy thing. Sounds like Friday night in Coyotes!  But no, it was greyhound racing. As a group, we were spectacularly unsuccessful with the betting with the glorious exception of one member.


It was agreed that the trip was a great success and fantastic value for money. As part of a group booking, £6.50 bought you entrance, a racing guide and two free drinks (although I’m not entirely sure that the dogs didn’t supply the lager.)


The weather was not kind as it was quite cold and we stood outside, or ‘trackside’ to us racing experts, for most of the night.  However, all had a right laugh and are already thinking up new and interesting ideas for future social events.





“Would you ever go to a gay cowboy movie?”





“Only if there were hot lesbians in it!”





WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATED IN BLACKBURN





The Last Time��The last time we had dinner together in a restaurant�with white tablecloths, he leaned forward��and took my hands in his hands and said,�I'm going to die soon. I want you to know that.��And I said, I think I do know.�And he said, What surprises me is that you don't.��And I said, I do. And he said, What?�And I said, Know that you're going to die.


�And he said, No, I mean know that you are.


Marie Howe


Courtesy of AIDS Poetry Project





World AIDS Day (December 1st) was commemorated in Blackburn at Blackburn Cathedral with a moving ceremony on Thursday 30th November. Members of Lancashire Friend were in attendance and described the occasion as “humbling”. The Cathedral Youth choir and Blackburn People’s Choir sang in tribute to those who had died and celebrated those living with HIV. Two people, living with HIV, spoke about their experiences and shared their thoughts with those who attended. Events also took place at Blackburn Library and a stall providing information and support was run extremely successfully in the shopping centre of Blackburn throughout the week leading up to World Aids Day.





DATES FOR YOUR DIARY





I’m enlarging the text for two reasons:


I’m running out of articles


You need to have these dates knocked into your skulls!





January 30th�February 27th�March 27th - AGM�April 24th�May 29th�June 26th�July 31st�August 28th�September 25th�October 30th�November 27th





Every meeting starts at 7.30pm except for the AGM which will be announced on the website. For the first year ever, there will be a rotating Chair hosting the meeting and each meeting usually lasts about an hour or so. There is an opportunity to meet new people and discuss what you would like to offer Lancashire Friend and what Lancashire Friend can offer you.





Come along!





THE �


NICK


NOTES





And now a word from our sponsor…sorry, Chair.


This month, Nick casts a concerned eye over the lack of volunteers for small charity organisations.





Dear Reader,


It is the time of year for contrasts, reflecting on the year gone by with all its successes and disappointments and looking forward to the year ahead with its unknown excitements. At Lancashire Friend, it has been a very positive year with new members arriving at the group. I have watched the website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lancashirefriend.org.uk" ��www.lancashirefriend.org.uk�) go from strength to strength and I have been very excited by the good feedback we have had from other organisations when we have taken part in events like Manchester Mardi Gras.


However, as we go into 2007, I am concerned by the lack of volunteers willing to show the staying power with smaller charities such as ours. It is true we have seen more people attending meetings but we have also seen a decline in converting that initial enthusiasm into actual commitment. This is a nationwide problem and it ends up affecting the very people we are here to help. If there are no volunteers, people prepared to give a small amount of time and effort, then there are no services like befriending and counselling.


So my message at the end of 2006 is come along, talk to other volunteers and see if you can make a difference in 2007.


Lots of love


Nick


xx





�








*NEW VENUE*�Churchills,�58A Bank Parade, Burnley�Lancashire, BB11 1JH   01282 411708








*NEW VENUE*�The Little Bull,�formerly Pitcher's Bar, has opened in Blackburn town centre next to Morrisons.��Gay / Mixed Venue, especially on Sunday nights - Drag DJ





MAKING A DIFFERENCE





HELPLINE





SOCIAL





VOLUNTEERS





BEFRIENDING





COUNSELLING





If you have any articles you would like to contribute, events you would like to publicise or new venues you would like to support, please send your details to Wendy at Lancashire Friend by e-mail or snail mail.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:wendy@lancashirefriend.org.uk" ��wendy@lancashirefriend.org.uk� or The Jarman Centre,


						James Street


						Blackburn


						BB1 6BE








