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100 
This is the 100th edition of Life and Work. Life and Work has appeared 
quarterly since October 1984 when it replaced the Quarterly Plan. 

Printed in the Quarterly Plan — a single folded sheet — were the plan of 
services and preachers for the quarter, contact information for all circuit 
officials, and a letter from the superintendent minister. Then, as now, 
Oxford Place Chapel, was the only church in the Leeds Mission circuit. The 
Plan was typeset and printed as it had been for many years. Typesetting — 
assembling individual metal letters — was expensive and other methods 
based on photography were beginning to replace it. I had some experience of 
these through my work at the University of Leeds and suggested that for the 
cost of printing the Quarterly Plan we could produce a magazine with much 
more information in it. 

A new magazine 

My idea was that we could produce the ‘camera-ready copy’, high quality 
pages of the magazine just as we wanted them to look and the printer would 
photograph these, make a plate and print 
multiple copies which would be distributed 
like the plan had been. I should have 
known that in suggesting the change, 
putting it into practice would fall to me. As 
Richard Davison, the then superintendent 
used to say: He who spouts most gets 
harpooned first. I never dreamt that 
almost 25 years later I would still be at it. 

We discussed this without coming up with 
any bright ideas. A previous magazine had 
been called The Leeder but no one fancied 
resurrecting this. It was Richard who said 
that he had always like the title of the 
Church of Scotland’s magazine and as 
there is no copyright on titles we took it 
for ours. 

One concern was how we could guarantee 
enough material to fill the pages.  A small 
team of reporters to write articles and 
contributions would be invited from anyone connected to the Oxford Place 
Methodist Centre. Mavis Freeman was one of that group of reporters and she 
still frequently provides me with articles. 

The first  Life and Work 

The first magazine was produced using a computer and printer which I had 
access to at the University of Leeds. The printer would only produce type of 
a fixed size. I added titles and headings with pen and ink. Brian Butler 

(Continued on page 7) 

Brian Butler’s original cover 
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‘David’ came in to the city 
centre that Friday night 
deliberately to get drunk. 
Yesterday his grandmother had 
died. It was she by whom he had 
been brought up and whom he 
regarded to be his mother. This 
thirty-something man was 
grieving, it was a new 
experience for him, he did not 
know what to do. The only 
response he could think of was 

to go into town and get drunk! 

It was just after midnight when ‘David’ came across the 
group of three Street Chaplains on Boar Lane. Eye 
contact was made with this man who appeared to be 
alone and who, although not especially drunk, did seem 
to be downcast. The eye-contact made, the smile 
exchanged, the silent ritual which gave permission to 
speak completed, ‘David’ asked what we were doing. 
We explained to him about the Street Chaplains project. 
We told him that is was a group of men and women from 
the Churches in the City Centre and beyond. We told 
him that we were there to be amongst the many folk 
who were coming into Leeds that night, to help where 
help was needed, to listen where people wanted to talk, 
to offer practical assistance where that was necessary.  

‘David’ asked us about how the scheme had started and 
what had prompted the idea. We told him that it had 
come out of the recognition that when the churches 
shut their doors in the late afternoon there were still 
people in the city centre who needed us. We 
remembered, as we told ‘David,  that it was the 
experience of coming into the city centre one night, and 
seeing how ‘alive’ it was, that prompted the idea that 
there was a distinctive part of our mission to be played 
out amongst what we call ‘the night-time economy’. We 
laughed with him at that title — ‘night-time economy’ — 
and saw that it was a broad term covering those who use 
the cinemas, theatres and restaurants as well as the 
clubbers and party-goers. All manner of people find 
their way into the city centre in the evening and night-
time. Whilst the vast majority come and go without any 
difficulty, there are a few who encounter problems or 
become vulnerable to becoming victims of crime.  

‘David’ asked what the relationship between the Police 
and the Street Chaplains was like and were we partly 
some sort of vigilantes. We reminded ‘David’ that we 
were from the churches and not from the Police or civil 
authorities. We acknowledged though that often crime 
reduction did follow on from where various cities had 
introduced Street Chaplains. This is not because we stop 
crime as such, but is because the timely intervention of 
assistance for those getting themselves into tricky 
situations helps prevent them from becoming a victim. 
Single young men are actually the most vulnerable — 
although obviously not exclusively so. We suggested he 
imagine himself getting so completely drunk that he lost 
the sense of his own safety. Imagine him going to the 
cashpoint machine and not taking care who is watching 

him, having got his money from the machine he does not 
see the dodgy character standing in the shadows. Making 
his way back to the taxi rank to get his ride home, taxi 
fare in pocket, he is not aware of the danger he is in 
until he is mugged and left a victim. The Street Chaplain 
often encounter these lone young men, help them to the 
cashpoint and see them to their taxi, so crime is 
reduced by seeing a potential victim safely on their way. 

‘David’ was impressed by the project. He began then to 
tell us his story, how his grandmother had died the 
previous day, how he had come into town to get drunk 
in order to handle his sadness. So the conversation 
which had begun as telling about the Street Chaplains 
project turned into a conversation about ‘David’ and his 
grandmother. It is part of the job of a Methodist 
minister to sit with the bereaved in their homes, at the 
hospital or wherever we encounter them. This was the 
first time though that I had engaged in bereavement 
counselling in the middle of the night in the middle of 
Boar Lane. As the conversation drew to a close, ‘David’ 
asked if we prayed with people a — we confirmed that 
we did. If ever you want to feel silly for Jesus then try 
praying with someone at midnight in the middle of Boar 
Lane — but hey! 

The encounter with ‘David’ finished with him saying that 
he had come into town to get drunk, but now did not 
need to. He was now going to go home. I often wonder 
how the story continued... 

Blessings abound! 

The Night we met ‘David’  

This year, Action for Children (the 
new name for NCH) is celebrating 
the 140th anniversary of the 
opening of the first children’s 
home, in London,  by the Revd 
Thomas Bowman Stephenson. This 
is an amazing milestone for the 
charity. Sadly, the need for Action 
for Children to provide facilities 

for vulnerable and profoundly disabled children, for 
teenagers leaving care, and for adoption services is 
still here today. 

Please continue to give generously to help raise the 
much needed funds. July is the month when our 
special collection is for Action for Children — look out 
for the envelopes and the new prayer cards. 

On Saturday 4th July we will be having the annual 
street collection in the Leeds suburbs. I will be 
collecting from 9am until 12  noon in Headingley. If 
anyone can join me to collect (even if it is only for an 
hour) please speak to me or ring me on Leeds 260 
4561. If you can’t help in this way but see someone 
collecting then please drop a few coins in their tin. 
Thank you. 

Irene Hebden 
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In October 2010 we shall celebrate the 175th 
anniversary of the opening of Oxford Place Chapel. 

During the preceding year there will be several 
occasions when we shall mark this important milestone 
of Methodist witness in the centre of Leeds. 

The year will begin with a service on 6th September 
2009 when the visiting preacher will be Mr David 
Walton, who will just have completed his year as Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference. On that occasion 
we shall welcome the Revd Caroline Ryder as a member 
of the staff of Oxford Place and Methodist Chaplain to 
the Universities. 

Former members of staff have accepted invitations to 
share in morning worship during the year. Details will be 
in the quarterly preaching plan. 

Other activities will include an Open Day on Thursday 
29th April 2010 which will not only celebrate the life 

Our Church Family and Friends 

We thank 

� Irene Hebden who has completed her term as Senior Church Steward and welcome 
Paul Berry to this office. Irene will continue as a Church Steward along with Martin 
Dawson and Ann Bailey. 

� Sue Sue-Ling who will shortly be leaving for Canada with her family. We are grateful 
for her many contributions to the life and work of Oxford Place over the last 18 years. 

We congratulate 

� Hannah Goacher on being awarded a Foundation degree in Agriculture. 

We remember 

� Those who have died during the past eight months — May Shardlow, Joan Harries and 
Tom Delamere, husband of Pauline (née Whewell). 

The original interior of Oxford Place Chapel. This 
interior was destroyed in a fire in 1911 

and work of the Church, but provide an opportunity to 
learn about the work of the many agencies based in the 
premises. 

To give a picture of the life, worship and work of the 
church in 2010, a time capsule will be created and 
buried, to be recovered on the 200th anniversary in 
2035. 

An exhibition of the significant events in the life of the 
church will be displayed on various occasions during the 
year. 

The actual anniversary will be celebrated on the 
weekend of the 9th and 10th October 2010, when there 
will be a church family meal on the Saturday and an 
afternoon service on the Sunday. The Revd David 
Gamble, President of the Methodist Conference 2009–
2010 will be with us for the weekend, speaking after 
lunch on Saturday and preaching at the Sunday service. 

We look forward to sharing together in these events and 
thank God for the opportunity to continue to serve him 
through our ministry in the city centre. 

Marjorie Cossey 

A YEAR OF CELEBRATION 

This 175 symbol will be 
used to mark articles and 

information relating directly to 
the celebration of the 175 years 
since the building of the Oxford 
Place Chapel in 1835. 

Charity Hamilton from Wesley College Bristol will be on 
placement at Oxford Place from 6th to 20th July. 

Student 
Placement 
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On my twice yearly visits to the West Bank and 
Jerusalem I meet a huge number of people. There are 
certain Palestinians I meet on every visit. 

Samar Sahhar (the Christian 
founder of the Lazarus Girls’ 
Home), the girls — usually 
around 35 — and the five 
house mothers, cook and 
social worker. It’s a joy to see 
the amazing transformation 
from the timid, frightened, 
neglected or abused children 
who arrive on the doorstep, 
into the confident, happy and 
secure girls they become. Very 
few of the original girls from 
12 years ago are still at the 

home, but Sumayah, who was about two in 1998, is a 
really beautiful teenager now. 

The Azar family in Bethlehem has increased in size over 
the eight years I have been staying in their home. At 
first there were eight adults and two children in their 
three-storey house. Now there are eight children (with 
number nine due any day) as well as the eight adults. As 
their movement is severely restricted — Jerusalem is 
only five miles away but totally out of bounds — their 
main ‘entertainment’ is visiting or being visited by 
friends and relatives, day-time and evening. Never a 
dull moment! There is much laughter and gossip, but 
deep down there is a real fear that Bethlehem, now a 
completely enclosed ghetto, could become the next 
Gaza. 

Margaret Lama, aged 75, taught in Bethlehem for 40 
years. She has no income whatsoever as there are no 
social benefits or government pensions. Most of her 
relatives have died or emigrated (she is the youngest of 
12 children). The money I am able to give here ensures 
that her electricity and water supplies are not cut off. 
Our friendship has deepened with 
every visit and I so admire her 
courage. 

The Jaleel family live in a refugee 
camp in East Jerusalem where I 
have been visiting them for eight 
years. This is one of the hundreds 
of families divided by the building 
of the Separation Wall and by 
Israeli law. Noora and her five 
children have Jerusalem identity 
cards as she was born there. Her 
husband was born in the West Bank and is no longer 
allowed to live with them or visit them. These lovely 
Muslim people first became victims of the occupation 
when their house in East Jerusalem was demolished nine 
years ago as part of the policy of removing Palestinians 
from ‘greater’ Jerusalem. This house demolition 
continues, occurring almost every day, making many 
people refugees for the second or third time. 

The Palestinian staff of Sabeel, the ecumenical 
liberation theology movement in Jerusalem, whom I join 

every Thursday for their weekly Holy Communion and 
lunch. Many of the older members became refugees in 
1948 and all are affected by the daily restrictions. 

These are the people I 
meet on every visit, but 
my visits are also 
enhanced by the many 
‘brief encounters’ I have, 
mainly in Ecce Homo, the 
French convent where I 
stay. As well as the 
biblical courses (lasting 
two or three months) 
which bring numerous 
clergy and lay people 
from all over the world, 
there are casual visitors 
like me who stay for a 
few nights or maybe 
weeks and are happy to 
sit and share their 
experiences each evening 
after supper. Many are 
paid or voluntary workers with NGOs. They recount 
stories of daily life in many remote parts of the West 
Bank or Gaza. Often I have been able spend a day with 
them sharing briefly in their work and contacts. 

Through all of these encounters my world vision expands 
and I have been overwhelmed by the generosity of 
people I hardly know: the 91 year old priest, leading a 
pilgrimage, who handed me a cheque for $500 to give to 
the Lazarus Home; an Irish nun who set me a cheque for 
$4000 from California after a conversation about the 
Home. But the brief encounter I had on my last day in 
Jerusalem has remained clearly with me. 

Jerias Shamma, an 
educated Palestinian 
Christian, who worked 
aong the elderly in the 
Christian Quarter of 
Jerusalem, came to 
London two years ago 
where he was struck by 
a terrible virus that left 
him in a coma for three 
months. He is now 
completely paralysed 
and wheel-chair bound. 
His speech and brain 
are perfectly recovered 
and his smile lightens 
up the room. In spite of 
all his problems — living 
in a tiny room, unable to get out, visited by his wife and 
children whose home is a first floor flat — he radiates 
his complete faith in God. I come back to Leeds 
wondering what on earth we have to look miserable 
about. 

Kath Harwood 

Samar in 2008 

Ecce Homo Convent, 
Jerusalem 

Brief Encounters 

Jerias Shamma 
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On Friday, 19th June six members of the congregation of 
the United Methodist Church in Brno arrived in Leeds to 
spend the weekend as our guests. Last September Adrian 
Burdon and I went to Brno, in the Czech Republic, as 
part of the Leeds City delegation. Brno is twinned with 
Leeds. 

The party was 
led by the Revd 
Jana Křížová, 
their pastor.  
After tea and 
cake at Oxford 
Place where 
t h e y  w e r e 
welcomed by 
some of the 
congregation, 
t h e y  w e r e 
taken home by 
their hosts. 

On Saturday we went sightseeing. Jana said she would 
like to visit Epworth, the birthplace of John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, so Angela and I took Jana and her 
son Miky to this small Lincolnshire town where we had a 
guided tour of the rectory where John Wesley was 
brought up. The others went with Ruth and Ray Hinch to 
York where the visited the minister, walked on the walls 
and had tea in the Treasurers' House. In the evening we 
all went to Adrian and Janet’s to meet more of the 
Oxford Place church family. 

On Sunday Jana preached at morning worship which was 
attended by the Lord Mayor of Leeds (Councillor Judith 
Elliott). Jana took her theme from Chapter 4 of Mark’s 
Gospel where Jesus tells the parable of the mustard 
seed. Jana said that it does not matter how happy and 

enthusiastic we 
are, or how sad 
and desperate 
we might be in 
our Christian 
endeavour we 
c a n  o n l y 
prepare the 
ground and 
protect the 
plant because 
only God can 
make the seed 
grow. This is 

how it is with the spreading of the gospel and the 
growth of God’s Kingdom. 

After the morning service we had a Church Family lunch 
and Jana gave a presentation about the Czech Republic 
and about the church and attitudes to Christianity. She 
answered question about life in the Czech Republic now 
and what is was like during the communist era. 

When our friends left after what had been an enjoyable 
and successful weekend we agreed that we must visit 
them soon 

Ken Tait 

The Women's Network of the Methodist 
Church aims to encourage, enable and 
equip women to participate fully in 
the life of the Church and in society. It 
represents women locally and 
nationally and throughout the world 
through its affiliation with the World 
Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women 
which will have a joint event with Women’s Network at 
Swanwick next year. 

The Connexional President of Women’s 
Network for 2008-9 is Judith Simms 
from Sheffield. From September the 
Revd Julie Hulme, the author of the 
book Bread in our Hands will take over 
as president. 

Women’s Network divides the country  
into eight areas. The Leeds Methodist 
District is in Area 4 along with 
Sheffield, West Yorkshire, and 
Y o r k s h i r e  a n d 

Humberside. The current president of 
Area 4 is Pam Turner from the Leeds 
District. Pam will continue in this role 
during the coming year and will also 
head up the Task Group looking at 
Easter Offering which raises a 
substantial amount for world mission. 

The 2009-10 programme of events and 
activities of the Women’s Network in 
the Leeds District is now available. It is 
always a joy to meet members from all over our wide-
spread district. All are welcome at Network events — 
men too. The committee are hard working and very 
caring and would welcome support and some ‘new 
faces’. 

Mavis Freeman 

Judith Simms 

If you are looking for a good book to read 
over the holidays, I can highly recommend 
The Shack. The story centres on Mac who is 
struggling to come to terms with the loss of 
his youngest daughter, Missy, in tragic 
circumstances. The Shack wrestles with the 
perennial question, “Where is God in a 
world so filled with unspeakable pain?” During the 
course of the story, Mac has an incredible encounter 
with God in three amazing persons who help him to 
shed “The Great Sadness” which had “… draped itself 
around him like some invisible but almost tangible 
heavy quilt”. He learns how to forgive and be forgiven 
and to experience God’s grace.  This book plumbs the 
depths of human emotions with a profound 
understanding that is rooted in the Bible. It also offers 
an enlightening perspective on the mystery of the 
Trinity. This is a book not to be missed! 

Pat Goacher 

 

Book Review 

Women’s Network 

Pam Turner 

Visit of our friends from Brno 

The Shack — Where Tragedy meets Eternity 
William Paul Young (Hodder & Stoughton Ltd, 2007) £7.99 
ISBN 978 0 340 97949 5  (Available from all good 
booksellers) 

Our Czech visitors singing a Czech 
hymn during Sunday worship 

Ondřej and Iva, Josef and Eva, the 
Lord Mayor’s Consort, Michael 

(Miky), Jana, the Lord Mayor, Adrian 
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world. What will motivate us to live 
differently?  

The title of the report is significant in 
that it reminds us from the outset that 
humanity is not in ultimate control 
over the future of life on planet earth 
— but we do wield immense power to 
damage and to desecrate. We may 
hope in God, but God will not simply bale us out of our 
self-inflicted mess. To quote,  ‘Alongside hope in the 
future that God is bringing … comes an urgency to 
cooperate with God’s purposes’. 

People of Integrity – and Grace 

In recent weeks the spotlight has been upon the 
personal integrity of elected politicians, under public 
scrutiny for their expenses claims. Day after day we 
have heard fresh accusations, apologies and excuses, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Liz Our  District  
Chair writes... 

Each month the Chair sends out a letter for publication in church 
magazines. As Life and Work appears quarterly, then it maybe some 
time before the Chair’s letters appear on this page. Occasionally  we 
will omit a letter that , in the Editor’s judgement, seems out of date. 

During this last quarter we sent 
our first £500 to Leeds Asylum 
Seekers Support Network 
(LASSN). This money will be 
used in the one-to-one projects 
currently supporting over 600 
people in Leeds. LASSN services 
are very much in demand, with 
a dramatic increase in the 
number of referrals and in 
particular those requiring 
emergency accommodation. 
This comes on top of increasing 
need to spend more time 
applying for new funding. 

The Big lottery grant finished in 
March and unless new funding is 
found by July some services 
may be cut. 

We have also had a letter from 
PAFRAS thanking us for our 
boxes of groceries. PAFRAS have 
too seen a big increase in the 
need for their services and food 
parcels. Hence we will keep 
collecting tins through the summer. We feel this is an 
additional way we can have an impact on improving the 
outlook for refugees and asylum seekers. 

The Refugee Council also report an increase in the 
number of destitute and longer term destitute people 
requiring assistance. One half of those destitute come 
from Iraq, Iran, Zimbabwe or Eritrea and in addition 
some from Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo 
have been destitute for over two years. The increasing 

number of positive outcomes on 
appeal is encouraging, but as yet 
there is still no mechanism for 
reversing bad decisions which is 
possibly a reason why appeals are 
successful! 

A new code of practice for children 
claiming asylum has recently been 
accepted to bring their need in line 
with the safeguarding policies. 
There is still a concern that 
children who cannot prove their 
age are treated as adults or those 
whose age is not believed. 

We are very grateful for your 
continued support of LASSN and 
PAFRAS. We are aware that more is 
asked of OP members this year 
than in previous years as we have 
less fund raising from outside 
events. We acknowledge Kath's 
hard work in getting sponsors for 
her fast and the money raised in 
the April collection and through 
the paper cups! And Kath's Spring 

and Summer Harwood Singers concerts. 

In June the Youth Choir gave a concert at OP and other 
events are in the planning stage, watch the weekly 
notice sheet. In April we agreed to extend our fund 
raising for LASSN and PAFRAS for a further year through 
till Aug 2010. Any ideas for fund raising or offers of 
assistance to the committee are greatly appreciated. 

Paul Berry 

OXFORD PLACE ANNUAL CHARITY 

BeneficiariesBeneficiariesBeneficiariesBeneficiaries (Apr 2008 - Mar 2009) 

• 280 homeless and destitute asylum 
seekers provide with 942 nights of 
accommodation through ShortStop 
volunteer hosts 

• 113 Befriended asylum seekers and 
refugees 

• 59 English at Home learners 

• 164 Destitute asylum seekers supported 
through our Hardship Fund payments 

• 19 refugee community organisations 
assisted through the Leeds Refugee 
Forum 

• 6,000 people using the One Community 
Centre for refugee community 
organisations 

TOTAL 616 people and 19 refugee 
community organisations directly 

supported by LASSN, 6,000+ 
benefitting indirectly 

God’s Future 

This is the title of a report that will be brought to the 
Methodist Conference when it meets in Wolverhampton 
(2nd-9th July). Its subtitle is Christian Discipleship in the 
Context of Climate Change, and it has been produced by 
a group working on behalf of Methodists, Baptists and 
the United Reformed Church. It was a privilege recently 
to hear Archbishop Rowan Williams speaking in York 
Minster, on the theme Renewing the Face of the Earth  

Of course, as Christians we are not alone in our concerns 
about these issues, and we recognise that those of other 
faiths, and none, may well be ahead of us in their 
thinking.  As people of Christian faith, however, we 
recognise — as does this report — that we need to give 
serious attention to both scientific and theological 
thinking in our response to the call to 21st Century 
discipleship. The issues of climate change present 
challenges to all of us, and are already impacting upon 
the lives of some of the poorest communities in our 
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designed a front cover 
using Letraset — rub-on 
lettering. 

In that first Life and 
Work Richard wrote 
about the magazine, 
the ministry of healing 
and Hymns and Psalms 
the new Methodist 
hymn book which we 
had been using for only 
a few weeks. A page 
h e a d e d  ‘ P E O P L E ’ 
i n t r o d u c e d  t h e 
Reverend Paul King, the 
new University and 
Polytechnic chaplain, 
Kenneth Wilson, who, having taken ‘slightly early 
retirement’ was to be our first ‘Centre Administrator’. 
There is a paragraph about the Reverend Frank Pagden 
who was ‘a producer with responsibility for religious 
broadcasting at BBC Radio Leeds’ and had just joined us 
as a sector minister. 

The next page describes the planned renovation of the 
Oxford Chambers, to be completed in the following 
March and how ‘by next summer the Chambers will be 
occupied by various voluntary and statutory agencies 
serving need groups within the city’ and how we could 
‘look forward to the possibility of the empty first floor 
(which extends over the full area of the church and 
adjoining rooms) being completed and furnished for 
similar use’. 

The final article is by Pauline Sweet who ran the Oxford 
Place Education Centre — a joint venture by OP, Leeds 
Education Department, and the West Yorkshire 
Probation Service. It had been open for two years and 
‘set out to attract adult ex-offenders and those at risk 
[of offending] and give them the opportunity to learn 
and to find satisfaction, confidence, friendship and fun’. 
It was located in the basement of the Oxford Place 
Centre and known to its clients as ‘The Basement’. 

Changes 

Since that first issue, Life and Work has gone through a 

(Continued from page 1) number of changes. We 
changed printers to Ipso 
Print then located in York 
Place, a short walk from OP. 
We are still working with 
Ipso Print, now in Pudsey, 
but these days, instead of 
walking round with a sheaf 
of carefully produced sheets 
the magazine is completely 
set up on my computer and 
sent to the printers by e-
mail. 

In April 1986 I was able to 
stop using the University’s 
equipment and transfer 
production to my own 
computer and printer (an 

Amstrad PCW8256). This allowed me to dispense with 
handwritten titles. In July 1992 we tried printing the 
magazine entirely on coloured paper but after three 
issues we limited the coloured paper to the outer sheet 
settling eventually for yellow in the Autumn, red for the 
Christmas/Winter issue, green in the Spring, and blue 
for the Summer. The Summer 1997 Life and Work had a 
new cover, again designed by Brian which we continued 
to use until Spring 2006. 

Since the first magazine the appearance has changed. 
The quality of the print had improved steadily as word 
processing software improved and dot-matrix printers 
gave way to laser printers. Pictures were originally 
pasted on to the camera-ready copy. Now they can be 
scanned pictures and diagrams and incorporated directly 
into the magazine on the computer. In the summer of 
2006 we made the change to the format that you are 
now reading introducing full colour photographs and 
changing the page size to the larger A4. 

Each quarter over the last 25 years the miracle has been 
that there has been enough material to make a 
magazine. I would like to thank everyone who has ever 
made a contribution, however small. Without you the 
magazine would have ceased to be many years ago. Over 
the next few issues I plan to reprint bits and pieces from 
some of the earlier issues of Life and Work. 

Ken Tait, Editor 

From the first Life and Work  

amidst a rising tide of criticism. In such a climate all 
kinds of unlikely people stake out their claim to the high 
moral ground, but we are also reminded, ‘Judge not, 
that ye be not judged!’ We might also remember some 
words about removing the log from our own eye before 
trying to remove the speck in our neighbour’s eye.  

Clearly, the ‘expenses culture’ has encouraged the 
misuse of public money through personal weakness and 
greed.  But we all have feet of clay. Similarly, we are all 
challenged to live lives of honesty and  integrity, in both 
our personal and more public lives. Personal integrity is 
also under the microscope in a number of other ways, 
through politicians’ decisions to support or undermine 
their own party leaders. 

(Continued from page 6) On the world stage personal integrity is being publicly 
tested in the person of President Barak Obama, as the 
world watches to see whether his pre-election 
commitments can become hard policy in the real world – 
both in the United States and on the international stage. 

All those in public office walk a tightrope in integrating 
their proclaimed values in their personal and public 
lives. But that is true for all of us. As people of Christian 
faith we are reminded  that a well-tuned conscience is 
one that is continuously nurtured, examined and honed 
— through a prayerful relationship with God, and in 
communion with others — the community of faith. We 
are also mindful that we are all sinners — all have fallen 
short of the glory of God — but that we proclaim a 
gospel of grace and forgiveness available to all — even 
to politicians! 



The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. 
Except during school holidays the Junior 
Church go to their own session for part 
of the time. Tea and Coffee are served 

after the service. Time to Talk is an 
informal worship service in the Lounge 

Café. 

July August September 

Sundays 

 5  Ordinary 14 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
12  Ordinary 15 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Revd Richard Davison 
  6.30 Reflective Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
19  Ordinary 16 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Philip Bee 
26  Ordinary 17 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Leeds Christian 
   Fellowship Church 
  

 6  Ordinary 23 
  10.30 Welcome Service 
   The Revd Liz Smith 
   Mr David Walton 
13  Racial Justice 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Caroline Ryder 
  6.30 Reflective Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
20  Ordinary 25 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
27  Harvest 
  10.30 The Revd Caroline Ryder 
   Mrs Liz Waller 
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 2  Ordinary 18 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Pat Creamer 
 9  Ordinary 19 
  10.30 Mr Rob Lolley 
16  Ordinary 20 
  10.30 Mrs Patricia Goacher 
23  Ordinary 21 
  10.30 Mr Rob Lolley 
30  Ordinary 22 
  10.30 Mrs Patricia Goacher 

Weekday Worship 

at Oxford Place 

Wednesday 12.30pm 

Service of Holy Communion 

Deadline for the Autumn issue is 

13th September 

The Revd Richard Davison, who will be one 
of our worship leaders on 12th July, was 

Superintendent Minister from 1974 to 1988. 
During this time he oversaw the major refurbishment 

of the Oxford Place Chapel and the first stages of the 
development of the Oxford Place Centre. 

 

Mr David Walton will complete his year as Vice President 
of the Methodist Conference in July. He is a partner in a 
firm of solicitors in working in the north west of England. 
He is a member of Monton Methodist Church in Eccles, 
Manchester where he conducts the choir. David will be 
leading worship on 6th September. 

Morning worship on 6th 
September will be a welcome 
service for the Revd Caroline 
Ryder. Caroline is the new 
Methodist Chaplain to the 
universities and will join the 
Universities Chaplaincy Team 
based at Emmanuel Church on 
the University of Leeds campus. 
She  will be a minister in the 
Leeds Mission Circuit attached 
to Oxford Place Church. 

Autumn Synod of the 

Leeds Methodist District 

12th September 

at 

Ashville College, Harrogate 

The Management Committee 

meets on 

17th September at 7.30pm 

at Oxford Place 
���� 

The Church Council 

meets on 

12 October at 7.30pm 

at Oxford Place 
Local Preachers’ Meeting 

7th September at 7.00 

Please let the Editor know of any 
dates that might usefully be 

included on this page. 

Leeds Christian Fellowship 
Church,  who will lead our worship 
with Adrian on 26th July, is a 
community of Ethiopian Christians 
who worship each Sunday afternoon 
at Oxford Place. They also meet for 
prayer and fellowship on a 
Wednesday evening  at Oxford 
Place. 


