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Sunday 6th September saw the beginning 
of the year celebrating the 175th 
anniversary of the building of Oxford 
Place Chapel with a special service led by 
the Chair of District, The Revd. Dr Liz 
Smith with Mr David Walton as preacher. 
This was also the occasion when we 
welcomed The Revd Caroline Ryder as 
Methodist Chaplain to the Universities 
and we ask God's blessing on her as she 
takes up her new responsibilities. It was 
good to have members of the staffs of 
the Universities; the Chaplaincy Team 
and representatives from the District 
joining in this time of celebration and re-

dedication. We were also pleased that Councillor Andrew Barker 
was able to be present and for his words of appreciation and 
support for all the voluntary work undertaken from the Church 
and the agencies based in the premises. 
Plans are now in hand for the Open Day on Thursday 29th April 
2010. We expect the church to be a buzz of activity as the 
different agencies have the opportunity of publicising their 
work. An exhibition showing the past and present witness of 
Oxford Place will be 
on display then and 
on other occasions 
during the year. 
Liz and David Waller 
would be very glad to 
have suggestions for 
items to be included 
in the Time Capsule. 
Do give them your 
ideas soon. 
Former members of 
staff will be coming 
to preach during the year and the final events will be on the 9th 
and 10th October 2010 when The Revd David Gamble will be with 
us for the weekend. Do put all these dates in your diary now as 
we continue to celebrate. 

Marjorie Cossey 

A YEAR OF CELEBRATION 

David Walton 

Caroline Ryder and Liz Smith 
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Let us consider, for a moment, 
the Gospel accounts of the life 
and work of Jesus and the 
disciples There we find stories of 
a band of people who moved 
about a relatively small and 
insignificant part of the middle 
east. There we find stories of a 
man who challenged traditional 
ways and changed hearts. There 
we find stories of a man who 
healed the sick, befriended the 

sad, and saved the lost. There we find stories of a man 
who called people into gracious relationships with one 
another. What we do not find in the gospels is the story 
of the Church, because the Church did not exist. What 
we do not find in the gospels is the story of worship 
apart from the communal ways of the synagogue and 
Temple. What we do find in the gospels is the step-by-
step guide to engaging with the people of Leeds City 
Centre. 

That having been said, these two sets of observations 
are related. When we consider the mission of the church 
in the contemporary world, we have plenty to say. The 
reason we have plenty to say is because of the way the 
gospel stories work. In not giving us a rigid blue-print 
with which to work but, rather, giving us a set of 
principles, we are enabled to work it out for ourselves. I 
suppose when we think about it, we see Jesus reacting 
against the legalistic and rigid religious framework of his 
day and so it makes sense for his ways not to be 
presented in that manner. Doesn’t it? 

Yet, sometimes when we think about the way the 
church works we would not recognise that this flexibility 
and resistance to legalism was ever a part of the gospel! 
The area of theology which fascinates me, and in which 
I have carved my niche, is liturgy and worship. In serving 
the Methodist connexion in this area I have encountered 
a lot of what can only be described as ‘liturgical 
fascism’! Indeed to walk through church history from 
earliest days is to trample on the bodies of many people 
who lost their lives over arguments about church order 
and worship! Unbelievable isn’t it? 

To my mind, the point of liturgy is that it enables the 
people of God to gather together in order to offer their 
worship and praise to God. Returning to my opening 
paragraph — the point of worship is that praise is given 
to God, that the sick are healed, the sad befriended and 
the lost brought into a place in which they know 
themselves found and loved. 

At Oxford Place we live with the constant challenge of 
how what we do, in worship, on a Sunday morning is 
related to what we do, in love and service, during the 
week. We also live with the constant challenge to offer 
worship that truly enables all present to encounter the 
living God and to offer praise.  

The present pattern of our morning worship has been 
evolving over the past four years. Our children start off 
in worship, go out during the sermon and return later in 

the service. Our sharing time gives us opportunity to 
hear each others stories and to offer appropriate 
prayers. We have tried to blend new song and musical 
expressions with more traditional hymns. We have used 
multimedia and Powerpoint presentations alongside the 
traditional ‘Methodist way’ of preaching the word. 

I am appreciative of recent work that has been done 
amongst our congregation by the stewards which has 
reported helpful and constructive comments about our 
worship. I am beginning to recognise though that it 
might be time for us to sit together to talk about our 
worship and to give the evolving pattern a ‘helping 
hand’. I am particularly concerned about the reduction 
in the number of children and am anxious to ensure that 
we are feeding all members of the congregation an 
appropriate diet. I know why the number of children in 
worship has decreased — it is just the way of life. I am 
asking though whether we are still doing well what has 
worked well over the past four years.  

Through this article I invite you to tell me what you 
think about our worship. Write to me, tell me over 
coffee, come and see me, whatever way you choose. 
Does our worship still work for you? Does it still enable 
you to encounter the living God? Is there anything that 
we might do better? Is there anything we might do that 
we do not yet do? Is there anything that we presently do 
that we might stop? What about the children? 

I am having this conversation in many places at the 
same time. If you don’t want to talk to me then talk to 
Ruth, or Caroline or one of the stewards or one of our 
Local Preachers, or your pastoral leaders, or a member 
of the church council. During the next few months all of 
those people are taking part in the conversation. It is 
also my intention to hold a consultation on worship, 
probably one Sunday lunchtime before Christmas. Please 
get involved — I do not believe that we do not all have 
an opinion — I want to hear. 

Blessings abound! 

Let the People Worship  

This 175 symbol is used to 
mark articles and information 

relating directly to the 
celebration of the 175 years 
since the building of the Oxford 
Place Chapel in 1835. Our 
celebrations will take place from 
September 2009 until October 
2010. 
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Our Church Family and 
Friends 

We thank 
� David Waller who retires as 

Circuit Steward and we 
welcome Marjorie Cossey who 
joins Gwen Pridmore in this 
office 

We welcome 
� All University and College 

students to the Church Family 
at Oxford Place 

The Oxford Place Management Committee combines the 
functions of Managing Trustees and the Circuit 

Meeting. 

The Revd Adrian Burdon 
At its meeting on 17th September it received a report 
from the Circuit Invitations Committee in which it 
recommended after wide consultation that our 
Superintendent Minister, the Revd Adrian Burdon be 
invited for a further five years. This recommendation 
was accepted by the committee. Adrian’s present 
invitation ends on 31st August 2010. The invitation for a 
further five years means that he will be with us until 
2015. 

The report quoted two comments heard during the 
consultation period: 

He is the right person to take us forward as he has a 

wider/broader outlook and he can think creatively. 

Adrian has more to give in terms of liturgy, 

spiritual leadership and ecumenical partnering. 

Members of the committee from other circuits also 
expressed their appreciation of Adrian both as a friend 
and a colleague. 

Deacon Ruth Hinch 
Ruth will be leaving us next August and after joint 
discussions between the Circuit Invitations Committee 
and the Finance and Property Sub-committee a 
recommendation was put before the Management 
Committee to ask the Diaconal Order to station a 
member of the order to work in our circuit beginning in 
September 2010. The Management Committee agreed 
and the request has been sent to the Warden of the 
Diaconal Order. 

Oxford Place 
Management Committee 

Recently the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, the General 
Secretary of the Methodist Church had a letter published 
in The Guardian. He was responding to a article in which 
it was stated that: 

Lord May, a former chief scientist to the 
government, said religious groups could use their 
influence to motivate believers into reducing the 

environmental impact of their lives. 

As you might expect Dr Atkins supported Lord May, 
pointing out that ‘The Methodist church urged Christians 
to acknowledge their complicity in systems which have 
exploited creation, and commit themselves to making 
our planet a safer space … and pledged to reduce the 
church’s carbon emissions by 80% by 2050.’ He also said 
that the church supported the 10:10 campaign which 
encourages individuals to commit to reducing their 
carbon footprint by 10% by the end of 2010. 

A few days after Dr Atkins letter there was another 
letter from another Methodist minister. In it he wrote: 

‘... when I suggested that our collective witness 
could include facing up to environmental 
challenges, I was firmly put in my place. It seems 
half the world can disappear underwater so long as 
a few people locally "turn to Christ" which, 

apparently, is our true priority. 

There are numerous campaigns, reports, documents, 
conferences. There are promises from companies, 
churches, and other organisations about what is to be 
achieved by certain dates. The year 2050 is a long way 
off. I won’t see it. The end of next year is much closer. 

The 10:10 campaign is a tough one. It challenges all of 
us to do something significant now. It challenges us to 
make noticeable changes to our lifestyles. Reducing our 
carbon footprint means reducing the amount of carbon 
dioxide we produce by about 1.5 tonnes. How do we do 
this. The problem is that each of us already has a 
different lifestyle. If you are a typical person (and who 
is?) then never flying again would in one fell swoop 
reduce your carbon dioxide by 1.2 tonnes, but if you are 
one of those who never flies then you have to find some 
other way to do it. Or do you just sit back and say ‘Well 
I never fly so I’m already doing my bit’? 

Most of the other ways of reducing individual carbon 
dioxide reduce it by much more smaller amounts (0.2 
tonnes here, 0.3 tonnes there) and it is by doing a lot of 
them that the reduction comes to something worth 
while. We need to become informed people who make 
changes to the way we live that may involve sacrifice. 

In the words of F Pratt Green: 

God in his love for us lent us this planet… 

Can we be bothered? 

Ken Tait 

Climate change — are we 
bothered? 
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From Life and Work Number 6 (January 1986) 

For many years, the area behind Oxford Place Mission, 
as it was then known, was a sprawl of large clothing 
factories employing thousands of women, many of them 
as machinists producing ready-made clothing. Wages 
were low, hours were long, and the working conditions 
often hot and noisy. At midday there was a lunch break. 

An Oxford Place deaconess noticed how some of the 
women sat outside during their lunch break, whatever 
the weather, rather than eat inside by their machines. 
The superintendent minister agreed to open the ‘band 
room’ a large room in the basement of Oxford Place 
Chapel. There was seating around the room. Shelter 
from the elements was offered along with a cup of tea 
for one penny. Some of the women from the factories 
came in groups with the friends others came on their 

own. A number of them became attached to the 
Methodist Church and when they retired joined the 
Women’s Fellowship. Others were gathered into a ‘class 
meeting’. 

Ida Freeman’s class in 1977 
Back row: 

Ida Weston, Sarah Harrison, 
Agnus McGee, Elizabeth Swaby 

Front row: 
Ada Taylor, Ida Freeman, Mary 
Haigh, Maud Denby 

The Penny Cup of Tea 

Chinese Proverb 
If you want happiness for an hour — take 
a nap 

If you want happiness for a day — go 
fishing 

If you want happiness for a lifetime — 
help someone else 

Japanese Proverb 
One kind word can warm three winter 
months 

The Talmud 
When a person does a good deed when he 
or she did not have to, God looks down 
and smiles and says, For this moment 
alone it was worth creating the world. 

Words on Kindness 

This simple outreach into a local situation continued until 
working conditions improved. The factories moved or were 
closed, and eventually the buildings were demolished when 
the Inner Ring Road was constructed in the sixties. 

My mother, Mrs Ida Freeman, inherited the class meeting 
from Mrs Bridge and they faithfully worshipped and 
supported each other in sickness and in health for the rest 
of their lives. 

Mavis Freeman 
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We are a small Methodist 
parish working mostly in 
the Bystrc district situated 
on north-west margin of 
Brno city (the second 
largest city in the Czech 
Republ ic ) .  Thus  we 
welcome the cooperation 
and friendship of other Christians (and not only 
Christians but all people) living in this place. We would 
like to contribute to this friendship. But our capability is 
limited, because our parish is too small, so thank God, 
we have friends who help us. 

In July this year, from 13th till 17th, we organised a 
Vacation Bible School prepared by our friends from 
Tennessee. This year’s theme was “Beach Party”. The 
programme, designed for small children and their 
parents, included singing, playing games and watching 
sketches based on Bible stories. Our friends from 
Tennessee led the program beautifully. Both adults and 
children, who attended the Vacation Bible School, had a 
very good time. We are glad, that these moms are 
talking about “the school” with pleasure and looking 
forward to the next year. We believe the experiences 
like the Vacation Bible School allow us to find new 
friends and build up new relationships with other 
people. 

News from Brno 
In June as our friends from Brno were about to return 
home we asked them to send a short article for each Life 
and Work letting us know what they were doing. This is 
the first written by Josef Havíř. 

Josef and his wife, Eva 

The ‘Beach Party’ programme is devised by the Vacation 
Bible School and used by many United Methodist 

Churches in the USA. 

Beach Party — surfin’ 
through the scriptures 

Visit to Brno 
In August Adrian and I received an e-mail from Jana 
saying how much they had enjoyed their visit to Leeds 
and inviting us to organise a return visit to Brno some 
time in the next twelve months. So look out for more 
information as we discuss the possibilities. 

Ken Tait 

LASSN 

Book Sale 
 

A great opportunity to choose from a large selection 
of mainly new books at bargain prices 

 

2nd–4th November 
10am till 2pm 

In the Church Foyer 
Proceeds in aid of LASSN our church charity 
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physical recreation and of rest. They 
often framed a ‘secret garden’ at the 
heart of the monastic complex. Amidst 
the pressing demands of our daily 21st 
Century lives, we might all benefit 
from a ‘virtual walk around the 
cloisters’ each day. The visiting of 
space within ourselves, that is still and 
sheltered space, but which reminds us of our 
interdependence and service of one another; space 
which is a calm place of constant learning and 
reflection, where the light and shade of our souls 
interplay and find integration.  

We may even be fortunate enough to have found this 
kind of physical external space – in a garden or a 
courtyard, public or private – where we can consciously 
seek refreshment for body, mind and spirit. Such 
spaces, whether tucked behind busy streets or in the 
depth of the country can become truly sacred space – 
an invitation to stand on holy ground. Let us tend those 
spaces — within us and among us — as the place of 
encounter with God.  

Liz Our  District  
Chair writes... 

Each month the Chair sends out a letter for publication in church 
magazines. As Life and Work appears quarterly, then it maybe some 
time before the Chair’s letters appear on this page. Occasionally  we 
will omit a letter that , in the Editor’s judgement, seems out of date. 

During the last quarter we sent a further cheque to 
LASSN putting our total at just over £1400, an excellent 
achievement. In particular we thank the Youth Choir for 
their concert which raised £130, the Harewood Singers 
(£50) and acknowledge donations totalling £313. 

The media has also continued to raise the profile of 
Asylum Seekers. Cinema goers in June may have seen 
the film Sugar, which told the story of a young baseball 
player from the Dominican Republic who gets the chance 
to play in Iowa, US. As well as his experiences on the 
pitch and home life living with a Christian family, his 
homesickness, concern for his biological family, and fear 
of injury are also portrayed. The film exposed the rags 
to riches mantra as a bright and shining lie (The 
Guardian). In September Sin Nombre, set in Mexico 
charted the tense, violent, romantic, disturbing journey 
of a group of migrants who travel north atop a train to 
the US border. Its portrayal of the dangers and 
heartbreak involved won it a place at the Edinburgh 
International Film Festival. At the Playhouse Dubwise Lik 
told the story of Donovan Ottley who travelled from the 
Caribbean Island of St. Kitts to Leeds. It gave important 
and insightful views of the immigration experience in 
our society and with the input of Reyeyeshun and Back 
bone dance groups was alive with rhythm and flow.  

The European Commission has unveiled plans to allow more 
refugees from conflict zones and poor nations into European 
countries. The scheme is intended to discourage immigrants 
from making perilous journeys to try to enter the EU. 
According to the UN 65,596 refugees were resettled worldwide 
last year, while the EU accepted just 4378 or 6.7% contrasting 

sharply with countries like US, Canada and Australia (BBC 
News). 

Perhaps, like me your summer travels involved the 
apprehension of having to queue at the Immigration desk, 
crossing into another country and wondering if all your papers 
are in order, if you will be let in, or turned away! Even though 
your experience may have been uncomfortable at the time, the 
journey was probably safe, unlike that encountered by many 
Asylum Seekers. 

These experiences provide us with a small insight in to the ones 
which LASSN encounter each day. We hope that a portion of 
the recent funds will assist the counselling work undertaken by 
LASSN, an activity which we recognise as important at Oxford 
Place.  

Further plans for fund raising activities are in preparation. 
Mavis is selling packs of Spring bulbs during September and 
the book stall date is planned for November. Further ideas and 
offers of help to the committee would be appreciated. 

Many thanks to those who continue to fill the groceries 
basket (tinned food, rice and pasta, toiletries) which are 
taken to PAFRAS at St Aidan’s Church on Roundhay Road 
for distribution to refugees and asylum seekers 

Paul Berry, Co-ordinator 

OXFORD PLACE CHARITIES 

A Walk in the Cloisters 
Have you ever wandered through the peace and solitude 
of the cloisters of an ancient abbey and tried to imagine 
what life must have been like for those living the 
communal monastic life, in a much simpler age?  We 
tend to think of the cloisters as quiet space, for prayer 
and reflection, silence and solitude. In fact this was, it 
seems, one place where speech was permitted and was 
therefore deeply communal space. The cloisters also 
became the place of communal hand and foot washing  
— and the shaving of beards and tonsures — and the 
place where clean laundry was collected. In some of the 
great abbeys of France, Italy and Spain, the intricate 
carvings on capitals of the pillars and arcades, telling 
the stories of saints and Biblical heroes, or representing 
interwoven foliage and mythical beasts, turned the 
cloisters themselves into a wonderful storybook. In the 
heat of summer, cloisters can offer welcoming shade 
and cool.  

The cloisters, therefore, offered a place of contrasts – 
of silence and conversation, of prayer and service, of 

At our Annual Church Meeting earlier this year it was 
agreed that we would continue to  support LASSN 
(Leeds Asylum Seekers Support Network) and PAFRAS 
(Positive Action for Refugees & Asylum Seekers) until 

the end of August 2010. 
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Deadline for the 
Winter issue is 
6th December 

Churches and circuits throughout the Leeds Methodist 
Distinct have been asked to hold coffee mornings to 
raise funds for the Oxford Place Children’s Centre. The 
events will be held on or as near as possible to Friday 
16th October 2009. 

We, at Oxford Place, will be holding a 

The cost will be £1 per person for 
a cup of coffee and a scone. 

Please come along and bring a friend 
and help us raise funds for our project. 

 
The Children’s Centre is holding its 

annual fund-raising stall in the foyer of 
Oxford Place from 5th — 8th October. 

Donations of gifts and cakes to sell 
should be left in the office at Oxford 

Place. 

Thank you for you support 

Coffee Day 
on Saturday, 31st October 

from 10am till 12 noon 
and from 2.00pm till 4.00pm 

at 40 Ring Road, Halton, 
Leeds, LS15 7AB 

Oxford Place 
Children’s Centre 

The CHILDREN'S CENTRE  is open from 9.30am until 
1.00pm and from 1.30pm until 4.00pm, Monday to 
Friday for children whose parents are attending the 
adjacent courts as defendants, witnesses, because of 
domestic proceedings, or just to support friends.  The 
centre is supervised by qualified staff. 

 �  0113 243 9578 

VISION DAY 
 

An opportunity for everyone to discover more 
about Fresh Expressions of Church 

 

Saturday 24th October 2009 
10am – 4.30pm 

West Wakefield Methodist Church 
Thornes Road, Wakefield WF2 8QR 

 
Cost: £6.00 

(Early Bird bookings by 10th Oct. cost £5) 
Includes drinks, please bring own lunch. 

 
For more information and to book see leaflets or 

contact Bev Hollings 01924 826130 
beverly.hollings@virgin.net  

Oxford Place Lounge Café 
 

The Café is open from 10am for coffee and snacks and from 12 till 2 for light 
lunches. Have you seen the new menu? 

 

Our Lounge Café is looking to recruit volunteers. If you would have a little time to spare and 

would like to help in this way then please leave your contact details in the church office. 



The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. Except during school holidays the Junior Church go to their own session for part of the 
time. Tea and Coffee are served after the service. Time to Talk is an informal worship service in the Lounge Café. 

October November December 
Sundays 

 4  Ordinary 27 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Mrs Patricia Goacher 
11  Ordinary 28 
  10.30 The Revd Caroline Ryder 
   Mr Rob Lolley 
  6.30 Reflective Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
18  Ordinary 29 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Caroline Ryder 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
25  Ordinary 30 
  10.30 The Revd Albert Jewell 

 6  Advent 2 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Caroline Ryder 
13  Advent 3 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Caroline Ryder 
  6.30 Reflective Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
20  Carol Service 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Mrs Liz Waller 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
27  Christmas 1 
  10.30 Mr Rob Lolley 

LIFE AND WORK of the Oxford Place Methodist Centre is published quarterly: Winter (January), Spring (April), Summer (July) and Autumn (October) 
by Leeds Methodist Mission. Correspondence and contributions should be addressed to: The Editor, Life and Work, Oxford Place Methodist Centre, 

Oxford Place, Leeds LS1 3AX. Telephone: (0113) 245 3502 (office hours) or may be sent by e-mail to kenneth.tait@btinternet.com (Text 
attachments are preferred in plain text, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, RTF, or Open Document format. Images and pictures can be accepted 

in most formats.) Please visit our web site at www.oxfordplace.org.uk 

 1  All Saints 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
 8  Remembrance Sunday 
  10.30 The Revd Caroline Ryder 
   Mrs Patricia Goacher 
  6.30 Reflective Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
15  Ordinary 33 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
22  Christ the King 
  10.30 The Revd Liz Smith 
   The Revd Caroline Ryder 
29  Advent Sunday 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   and the Congregation 
   Followed by our 
   Advent Lunch 

Weekday Worship 
at Oxford Place 

Wednesday 12.30pm 

Service of Holy Communion 

� � 

Christmas 
at Oxford Place 

 

Christmas Eve Communion 

11.30pm 24th December 
The Revd Adrian Burdon 

The Revd Caroline Ryder 

 

Christmas Day  

Family Praise 

10.30am 25th December 
The Revd Adrian Burdon 

The Revd Caroline Ryder 

October 
 1  Visit of the Lord Mayor of Leeds 
 2 2.00pm Sisters in Harmony Concert 
5-8 10.00am Children’s Centre Stall (till 2.00 pm) 
 8 11.00am Network – Dedication and Communion Service 
 9 10.30am Bible Society Meeting 
   Light Night 
 12 7.30pm Church Council 
 17 12.30pm Midweek Helpers Party 
 31  Children’s Centre Coffee Morning (Full details on page 7) 
November 
2-4 10.00am LASSN Book Stall (till 2.00pm) (Full details on page 5) 
 14 § Amnesty International Conference 
 21 9.00am Singing is Fun (till 6.00pm) 
 25 10.00am Faith in Young People Conference (till 3.30pm) 
December 
 1 7.30pm Leeds Methodist Council & Extension Society AGM 
 2  Team Day 
 11 10.45am Network Carol Service and Drama 
 15 § Civic Carol Service 
 16 10.00am Agencies’ Coffee Morning 
 17 2.00pm Harwood Singers Concert 
 18 2.00pm Harwood Singers Concert 
 23 2.00pm Church and Lounge Café closes until Monday 4th January 

Weekdays 

§ Times for these events were not available at the time of printing. 


