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Challenges and Opportunities!

At the moment, at Oxford Place, we seem to be
passing through a period of significant challenges. In
fact, the challenges sometimes appear so significant
that it would be easy to get down-hearted.

Day-by-day, week-by-week, we exercise a distinctive
ministry in the city centre. People turn to us in their
moment of need. We stand firm and confident in the
grace of God that we express. We embrace all
manner of folk with love of Christ that we have
ourselves experienced. So why are we challenged?
What is it that might make us down-hearted?
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The issue we face is the challenge of sustainability. How do we maintain the
level of mission and ministry with diminishing resources? How do we keep
the whole thing bouncing along when, quite frankly, the money is running
out and we are getting tired? Did you realise that at the recent meeting of
the Finance and Property Committee we identified that, if nothing changes,
then the money will run out in two years’ time? | am sure that | do not need
to write that this is a serious and significant challenge!

When we have a crisis in our personal or family finances, or in our business
or workplace, then we recognise what needs to be done. We cut our costs
and we increase our income. We have already taken the serious decision to
close the Lounge Café and so remove a serious deficit from our accounts. In
our context the most significant cost is the cost of the three ministers and
our lay employees. In order to reduce costs in this area we would need to
reduce our staffing — but then how would we see the work being done? It is
quite possible that there is a different way of doing things — but what is that
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St George’s Crypt is a
Christian Charity
based underneath the
thriving church of St
George’s, Leeds. It has
been providing care
and support for
homeless, vulnerable
and disadvantaged
people since 1930. Don
Robins first opened the
doors of the Crypt to
alleviate the
considerable distress
of many who found
themselves with next
to nothing as a result
of the Great
Depression.

www.stgeorgescrypt.org.uk

different way? Think about it.

At Oxford Place the most significant income comes
from rent from our tenants. Our tenants, however,
have themselves significant challenges of finance
which impact on their ability to do the work that
they do. We have vacant space, which could be
let, if there were organisations who could be
attracted to come and take it. We have the
significant challenge to market ourselves and so
increase our income by getting more people on to
the premises. Your regular giving is also a
significant part of our income. Many of you pay by
regular standing order, which is great, but can |
challenge you to think about when you last
adjusted your giving according to the increased
cost of life. Yes, | know we are all on fixed
incomes, but let me challenge you to have a look
and see if you are doing all you can do.

Let me offer some light in the apparent gloom of
our situation. Although we have closed our work in
the Lounge Café, an opportunity has arisen for that
work to be taken up by others. The ‘Nurture’
project at St George’s Crypt is keen to use our

(Continued on page 2)



(Continued from page 1)

Lounge Café as part of their training of young men and
women in the catering industry. Supported by the Pret
Foundation Trust, the work moves men and women from
homelessness and unemployment into purposeful work
and confident futures. Having learned basic skills within
the ‘safety’ of the Crypt, the trainees would come and
run a café in our lounge - meeting paying customers for
the first time. The end of the process is when the Pret
Foundation Trust give the trainees placements in their
shops and then they secure employment within the
hospitality industry.

Subject to getting the details sorted out, you will soon
see our Lounge Café take on a new lease of life. Please
be patient with us as we work through the details, and
whilst we work to get things right. The gist of the deal is
that we will hand the café over to the ‘Nurture’ project,
they will manage it, the staff will be their trainees, the
management will come from the Crypt.

As far as Leeds Methodist Mission is concerned this is a
‘cost-neutral’ project. The costs will all be absorbed
into the work and paid for by ‘Nurture’ project itself. At
the end of the first year we shall receive a donation
equivalent to an agreed percentage of the annual profit
of the work that has taken place in our lounge café.

I don’t know about you, but | think this is a brilliant
project and a worthy project to get involved in. Why do
I think that? First of all, | think that this project is an
exciting development of our mission. It gives us the
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St George’s Church work as such, we

will be so closely associated with it as a concept that it
will be perceived as our work by those who look on.
Secondly, | am excited at the opportunity to work with
our ecumenical colleagues at St George’s that this
project will enable. How long have we been lamenting
our lack of connection with our closest Christian
neighbour. | hope that you share my excitement too.

| said that this new project was light in the gloom. Why
do | think that? After all, has not our café just failed?
Well, | have confidence that this café will not fail — so
long as we give it the space to do what it needs to do.
The leadership of the ‘Nurture’ project are
professionals, the ‘operations’ are led by a professional
chef who has worked in significant restaurants in many
cities. The leader of the ’'management’ comes from a
professional background of taking failed/failing cafés
and restaurants and bringing them back to life. They
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What is the Pret Foundation Trust?

Julian Metcalfe and Sinclair Beecham (the
founders of Pret A Manger, the high street
sandwich chain) set up The Pret Foundation
Trust in 1995. Their aim was (and still is) to
alleviate poverty in the UK, focusing on the
plight of the homeless in particular.

www.pret.com/pret_foundation_trust/about.html

have a vision for how things might be at Oxford Place,
they have a group of men and women to do the work,
they have ideas about marketing and planning. And all
of this from a rock solid Christian commitment and
ethos.

So, please join me in being excited about this project!
Be encouraging of it and encouraged by it. Let’s not
become down-hearted, but do all we can to overcome
the serious challenges that face us.

T.S. Eliot wrote his ‘Choruses from the Rock’:

Much to cast down, much to build, much to restore;
Let the work not delay, time and the arm not
waste;
Let the clay be dug from the pit, let the saw cut the
stone,
Let the fire not be quenched in the forge.
The scriptures are filled with examples of the people of
God rising up from serious challenges and finding new
ways of being Christian people in their time and place.

The challenge that | am placing before you today is to
be encouraging, to be encouraged, to play your part, to
reconsider your financial support... but most of all to
pray. Pray with all your heart, and soul, and mind that
God’s Spirit will blow through this place and take us
from where we are to where God would have us be.

Blessings really do abound!

The Church with a Mission
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Our Church Family and The Revd Richard M Davison

- A service to celebrate the

Frlends life of Richard Davison,

who died on the 20th

April aged 86, was held at

We congratulate i 3 | the Chorlton MethOd]St

. - Church in Manchester on

O Marjorie Kirk on her 91st : 5th May 2011. The church

birthday in March M was full with family,

friends and colleagues,

and with many from the

O A legacy to Oxford Place from various places where

Elsie Hippey Richard had served as a minister. Richard was

superintendent minister at Oxford Place from

We remember 1974-1988. This time saw the change from a

00 Richard Davison who died on Victorian preaching house seating around 2000 to

the 20th April 2011 the building we have today, a change which

because of Richard's vision and inspiration led to

new ways of communicating the Gospel to the
city of Leeds.

Changing Places

For about five weeks in the summer, Adrian will change places with a
minister from Canada. Adrian, Janet, Rachel and Kacey will travel to
Hamilton, Ontario. Adrian will take on the role of the Revd Dr Robin
Wilkie at the Marshall Memorial United
Church and the Burdon family will live in
his family house. During the same period
Robin and his wife Susan will come to live
in Adrian’s manse with Robin becoming
involved at Oxford Place taking on some of
the duties of Adrian.

o On Sunday 24th July our morning service
= f will be a welcome service for Robin and his

We acknowledge

O Irene Lolley who died on 31st
May

family. The service will be followed by a Marshall Memorial United Church,
‘bring and share’ faith lunch. Ancaster, Hamilton, Ontario

Hamilton is on Lake Ontario at the

western end of the strip of land that
separates Lake Ontario from Lake Erie.
At the eastern end of that same strip |
you will find Niagara Falls and the USA.
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Kath Harwood writes ...

For the last thirteen years, my sister Margaret and |
have been raising money to support Samar Sahhar and
the girls in the Lazarus Home in Bethany on the West
Bank close to Jerusalem. In those years, with six friends,
who are now members of Sisters in Harmony, we have

been able to give
£67,643 to the Lazarus
Home. During the

same period | have
visited the home twice
a year and have
become very close to
everyone there.

About a year ago there
appeared to be some
deterioration in the
relationships between
Samar and the local
Palestinian  social
service  department.
Things became
difficult, and in
September 2010, with

Kath with two of the girls at the new Muslim Girls’ Home

hasten the completion of the new Christian-funded
home they are building.

After my recent visit to Bethany (in May) | have serious
doubts about continuing our support for this charity.
While | was there | visited the seventeen girls in the new
Muslim home and was
overwhelmed by the
warmth and exuberance
of their welcome. | also
spent time with Rana,
their former
headmistress, a close
friend of Samar asnd a
|daily visitor to the
| Lazarus Home. She filled
me in on the details of
= the closure.

Samar, herself, was in
Italy, but | telephoned
her there and exchanged
emails. | fear she will not
be involved with the new
home even when the
building is completed. In

virtually no warning,
the House was closed. Samar and the house mothers
were suddenly unemployed and the girls split up —
seventeen went to a new purpose-built Muslim Home for
Girls, the others were scattered.

For the last few months we have continued to raise
money, but instead of using it to support the girls, we
have sent it to the Friends of the Lazarus Girls’ Home to

B

addition, there is a
serious difference of opinion between the Friends of the
Lazarus Girls’ Home and the McCabe Trust (who raised
£200,000 for the Lazarus Home during the
Oberammergau pilgrimages last year) about the future
of the new building when (or if) it is completed.

In view of so many uncertainties about the future we
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have decided to support a new charity,
clarification of the Lazarus situation.

pending

I have always preferred to support small, struggling
projects, with a lot of personal involvement, so we have
agreed to raise money, during the coming year, for a
school building project in the Gambia, at a village called
Brikama. Joan and Allan Dyer started this project twelve
years ago having visited Brikama and realised how
desperately poor the school facilities were. They
decided to build four classrooms. After those four
classrooms were completed they aimed for a further
four. Since Allan died in 2008, Joan has been trying to
complete the project with very limited money.

We wish to thank everyone who has helped us in our
fund-raising. Although we do the entertaining, it is the
kindness and generosity of people like you that has
raised so much money for Lazarus. We hope you will
continue to support us with our new Brikama project.

With thanks and very best wishes

Kath, Margaret and all the Sisters in Harmony.

Kath Harwood would like to thank the people who sponsored
her Lenten Fast and helped her raise £1020. This sum has
been divided equally between MRDF (the Methodist Relief and
Development Fund) — all gift-aided — and the Lazarus Home
Building Fund.

The Handwritten Bible
' b

The Oxford Place Pages — Psalms 57 and 58

The year 2011 marks the 400th anniversary of the King
James Bible — one of the first Bibles to be written in the
English language and the one that became widely
available to ordinary people. As part of the British
Methodist celebration, Conference 2010 resolved that
the Districts would work collectively to handwrite the
Bible. Having been given the encouragement to express
maximum creativity, and cultural diversity to create a
‘Bible of the people’ it seemed appropriate that here in
the Mission we should endeavour to engage as many of
those who come on to our premises during the week and
so one wet Monday morning in February we set up a
display and tables in the lobby and asked people who
were willing to write one verse of our allocated
passages.

It was a busy morning in the Mission. A popular musician
at the Town Hall concert meant that the café was full.
The rain ensured that they were additional visitors to
the Person-to-Person Listening Service and there was a
group meeting James Barnett, the new Pioneer minister
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to the gated communities. Our twenty two verses did
not take long to complete — pensioners, clergy, a
homeless man, volunteers all helped to produce them
faster than we anticipated. Some, of course, politely
refused to participate, but so many expressed an
interest and wanted to be part of the process it really
felt like a community effort.

Leeds Methodist Mission was asked to contribute Psalm
57 and Psalm 58 — not the easiest of Psalms to ask
members of the public to write. Psalm 57 was easier. It
is psalm of praise and assurance under persecution.
Psalm 58, on the other hand, is a prayer of vengeance -
rather violent. A brief exegesis was made available for
anyone who wanted to know more about the background
to these two psalms.

On Saturday 7th May all the chapters that were written
across the Leeds District were presented at Synod and
will then be taken to Conference in Stockport in June.

Jenny Jones
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Putting things right with the Lord

On Sunday, 12 June, the Day of Pentecost, Keith stood
up before the morning congregation and gave his
testimony. He has allowed me to use his written notes
so that readers of Life and Work can share in what he
told us. — Editor

For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. — Romans 8:38-39 (King James Version)

was brought up in Leeds in the fifties and sixties. |
was christened, though my parents were not
churchgoers. | was, however, taught the Lord’s Prayer
and my Grandma bought us Bibles one Christmas.
When | was twelve | attended a Children’s Crusade at
my local Methodist Church and took the decision to
accept Christ as my Saviour. At fifteen | became a
member of the Methodist Church. | carried on

eight years. When my third wife and | separated |
suffered a further breakdown and on my discharge
from hospital | hit the bottle again. | wanted to die. Not
only had my wife left me, | was heavily in debt. |
continued in self-pity and drinking until October 2010.
During this time my twin sister looked after me and
without her help | would probably have died.

In late October of last year, | was re-admitted to St
Anne’s and followed the rehab programme. This was
successful. | sincerely believe this was due to the Lord’s
goodness.

| have been strangely drawn to Oxford Place over
many years. | believe this to be the Lord working on my
heart and not letting go. | first came here in seventies
and have used the Brunswick Prayer Chapel many
times. It was always my desire to be a Methodist. In
the week before last Christmas | decided it was time to
put things right with the Lord.

attending church until in my later
teens | drifted away. | started
going to the pub and my
association with alcohol began.

| have been married three times
and am currently in the middle of a

St. Anne’s Community Services
supports people with learning
disabilities, mental health problems,
homeless people, and people with
drug or alcohol problems.

www.st-annes.org.uk

After attending worship at Oxford
Place | went back to St Anne’s and
talked to the Master. | renewed my
belief that Christ died for me, but
more importantly, | asked God to
take my life and lead me in the

divorce. My first wife and | split up
for personal reasons, but we have remained friends,
and recently she helped me in setting up my new flat.
My second wife was an Irish Catholic and we had two
lovely children. | had problems with my in-laws because
I would not send our children to a Catholic school.
During this second marriage | suffered a number of
bereavements - my grandmother, followed by my
mother and a few years later my father. It was at this
time that my wife decided we should separate for
reasons | shall never know as not long afterwards she
was killed in a road traffic accident. Because of these
events my health deteriorated and I blamed God.

| remarried and moved the family to Otley. At first it
was difficult, but in time we settled down. | went to
the Methodist Church in Otley at Christmas and Easter
but refused to commit myself. God was knocking at my
heart’s door but | was not listening.

In my working life | was a clerk for Leeds Corporation
Waterworks, a rent collector, and, until my retirement
in 2001, | was employed by Post Office Counters ending
my time with them as a manager. | have always been
an active trade unionist and continue as a member of
the Post Office Pensioners Union.

After | retired | hit the bottle. Instead of turning to God
| was admitted to St Anne’s and completed a
detoxification programme and remained abstinent for

ways that he desired. The
transformation was immediate. | was filled with a
feeling of calm and peace. The staff at St Anne’s
noticed the change, declaring it to be an Act of God.
This is the truth. Since that time | have felt quite happy
and content with life and have been fit and well. The
desire for alcohol has left me, and | no longer need to
take antidepressant drugs. Since then | have done
things | never thought possible — been interviewed by
the Yorkshire Evening Post, and given a presentation to
students at Leeds Metropolitan University.

Love so amazing so divine, demands my soul, my
life, my all. — Isaac Watts

(From Keith’s Grandma’s favourite hymn — When |
survey the wondrous cross ...)

Keith is now a mentor at St Anne’s helping others
through the detoxification programme where he is
affectionately known as ‘The Godfather’. He is
considering taking up employment again.

We followed Keith’s testimony by singing his favourite
hymn. The chorus of it is:

From sinking sand He lifted me,

With tender hand He lifted me;

From shades of night to plains of light,

Oh, praise His Name, He lifted me! — Charles H.
Gabriel
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Liz Our District Chair

writes...

Each month the Chair sends out a letter for publication in church
magazines. As Life and Work appears quarterly, then it maybe some time
before the Chair’s letters appear on this page. Occasionally we will omit a
letter that , in the Editor’s judgement, seems out of date.

The Church has got Talent?

Along with others, | recently spent the
warmest weekend of the year so far,
engrossed in the business of Methodist
Council, ahead of Methodist Conference in
July. Were we privileged, or burdened, or
blessed to be entrusted with this work?
Well, probably all three, but we were
certainly enriched in many ways by the
experience. At each Council Meeting , once we come to terms
with the daunting weight of paper, and look at the treasures
within, we find ourselves greatly encouraged by the rich
tapestry of the Methodist Church. For within the agenda we
discover immense resource. There are resources of people and
finance and property. Some of each of those things are being
exercised to the full, and bearing tangible fruit; some are
being explored or developed more tentatively, but showing
green shoots to be nurtured and loved into fullness; some of
each of these things - people, finance and property - appear
still to be buried, or locked into unhelpful ways. We all need
to be alert to contexts in which resources of any kind are
wasted or undervalued.

Jesus told stories about the use of resources. Two of them, in
Luke’s and Matthew’s gospels, are stories about ‘talents’. The
word ‘talent’ has carried a dual meaning of money and
giftedness. To most people in our communities it would now
be understood in the “Who’s Got Talent?” sense of potential
for celebrity status. This is quite a long way from the parables
that Jesus told, but echoes the idea that there is buried
treasure among us, which we can discover and celebrate.

My reflections on Methodist Council might be equally true of
the Church in contexts that are closer to home for us - the
reports and conversations about church activities, and God’s
mission around us, in every context. We can often feel weary
and defensive: stuck waiting for the seemingly inevitable,
‘talent’ buried and denied. In contrast, the resourcefulness of
people when they are really energised by their faith is
astonishing and life-giving, in ways that speak of the
generosity and grace of the gospel we proclaim. In the seasons
of Easter and Pentecost may we rise to the challenge of being
fully alive, stirred from sleep into the risks of offering the
active engagement of all our resources in response to the
needs and opportunities around us. (May 2011)

For Such a Time as This

Gardeners are addressing the damage to plants of the
unusually cold winter. Some trees and shrubs have not
survived; some may require more patience and nurturing on
our part if they are to thrive again. When do we simply give
up, and dig it out or chop it down?

A number of stories in the gospels relate in some way to
particular times and seasons. Some of these may sound more
reasonable than others. A story of grain ripening in the fields
until harvest time still speaks to us, even if harvesting grain in
2011 looks very different from the methods used in 1st Century
Palestine. Looking for fruits on a fig tree, or grapes on a vine,
are also very natural images drawn from Jesus’ own
contemporary context. But what do we make of the fig tree
being cursed for not bearing fruit, because it was not the right
season for it to do so - that seems a bit harsh! And what about
the story of the landowner building large barns to store his
grain at harvest so that he and his family would be
comfortable for the coming vyears, which sounds a
commendable action - but is held up as utter folly, given the
wider perspective of the day of judgement.
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Jesus challenged the religious leaders of the day for being
better at forecasting the weather, than interpreting the signs
of the times. He wept over the city of Jerusalem, with the cry,
“If you, even you, had only recognised on this day the things
that make for peace!”

The ability to recognise the season we are in, and to interpret
the signs of the times, requires deep listening and
attentiveness to the many clamouring voices around us, and to
the silences, and to the deepest questions of what it means to
be human beings alive today. Such attentiveness to the
moment, and knowing when to speak, or when to take action,
demands wisdom. If we are to respond in the right way at the
right time to the signs of the times, we need to be travelling
light, attuned to the ‘now’ of God’s Spirit moving. Women’s
Network has grasped this moment to become a renewed
movement for women in the Church, as Methodist Women in
Britain. [MWiB]. The theme of their launch event in Southport
is For Such a Time as This. As we celebrate the new season
they have discerned, let us also be attentive to the time and
season that is ours to recognise, and act upon. (July 2011)

METHODIST
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July August September

3 Ordinary 14 . 7 Ordinary 19 4 Ordinary 23
10.30 Holy Communion 10.30 Holy Communion There will be no service
The Revd Caroline Ryder The Revd Dr Robin Wilkie at Oxford Place. Instead
The Revd Adrian Burdon The Revd Caroline Ryder we will join the
World Church: Togo World Church: Zambia congregation at Leeds
10 Ordinary 15 14 Ordinary 20 Parish Church
10.30 MrRob Lolley 10.30 The Revd Dr Robin Wilkie 11 Ordinary 24
6.30 Reflective Worship 6.30 Reflective Service 10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
The Revd Adrian Burdon The Revd Dr Robin Wilkie 6.30 Reflective Service
World Church: Chile World Church: Canada The Revd Adrian Burdon
17 Ordinary 16 21 Ordinary 21 World Church:
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 10.30 The Revd Caroline Ryder Belize/Honduras
6.30 Time to Talk 6.30 Time to Talk 18 Ordinary 25
The Revd Adrian Burdon Deacon Jenny Jones 10.30 Mrs Patricia Goacher
World Church: India World Church: China 6.30 Time to Talk
24 Ordinary 17 28 Ordinary 22 World Church:
10.30 Deacon Jenny Jones 10.30 Mrs Patricia Goacher Upper Myanmar
World Church: World Church: Czech 25 Ordinary 26
Solomon Islands Republic 10.30 Mr Rob Lolley
31 Ordinary 18 R World Church: Tonga
10.30 The Revd Dr Robin Wilkie
World Church: Mission
partners O .

The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. On most Sundays a number of people are involved in the service. The above plan normally
only gives the name of the preacher and where appropriate the person presiding at Holy Communion. Each Sunday we are invited
to remember the Methodists and other Christians in a particular part of the world. A separate activity may be available for
children. Tea and Coffee are served after the service. Time to Talk is an informal worship service in the Lounge Café.

The Lounge Café closed at the end of May.
As is explained in the article on the front

page there is the possibility that something

. . ! . July
Il replace it. In th time th
x;” Leep:C:r: dur;in etr;:ijr; 'rzs usja?r:hn;:feﬁ 22 Adrian and his family leave for Canada (more on page 3)
this ma pnot alwags be chticaI durin tae 23 The Revd Robin Wilkie and his wife arrive in Leeds
> ey e Y P 9 24 10.30am Welcome service for Robin and Susan
holiday period.
August
September
Weekday Worship at Oxford Place 10 Joint Anglican and Methodist Racial Justice Service at

Oxford Place
21 7.30pm SAMM Memorial Service — SAMM provides support after
Service of Holy Communion Murder and Manslaughter
October

3 7.30pm Management Committee

Oxford Place Anniversary 1‘; 13§8Em éﬂr&l\éirséirgnsc?lrwce (more in the panel on the left)

%1 &

Wednesday 12.30pm

Please let the Editor know of any dates that might usefully be included
on this page.

Deadline for the Autumn issue is11th September
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