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e Why we have changed Life
and Work

* From the top - Adrian, our
Superintendent writes on
worship

* News from Wenchi

* Sunday services and weekday
events

Q On Sunday 21st May we held our first hour or so of

| I_ Café Worship. Most of those present were regular

C_' ’} members of our morning congregation, but we were

—| ’- pleased to welcome a small number of other friends.

| As intended our worship was relaxed and informal,

The Revd Adrian Burdon b particularly when we had the occasional technical
(Superintendent Minister) hitch. It was also sincere and worthwhile.

Telephone: 0113 242 4951
The Revd Nick Baker
(Universities Chaplain)

Telephone: 0113 343 5702
The Revd Pat Creamer
(Sector Minister)

Telephone: 0113 262 2332
Deacon Ruth Hinch

Telephone: 0113 242 5254
Mr Peter Gambles
(Mission Administrator)

Telephone: 0113 245 3502

Afterwards there was a sense of achievement that we had managed it and a
little relief that we had avoided major problems. By the time you read this
we will there will have been Café Worship at 4.00pm on Sunday 18th June.
There will also be Café Worship on Sunday 16th July and Sunday 17th
September with the hope that this will become a regular event on the third
Sunday of each month.

The Revd Michael J Townsend

Telephone: 0113 278 5546 Volunteers to collect for NCH are
s Christ B!tl W desperately needed. The collection will
rs ristine putier . . .

Telephone: 0113 289 2703 h!ﬂ take place in the city centre and if you
Dr David Waller can give an hour (or possibly more) then
 Telephone: 0113 228 5765 please contact Irene Hebden (Leeds

19§0$ Deacon Ruth Hinch 2604561) or call in at Oxford Place on the day
1984 Mr RK Lolley where Irene will be from 9 am until 4pm ready and

1986 Mrs P Goacher willing to hand out collecting boxes and stickers.
1991 Mrs E Waller
1994 Ms J Aitchison




Methodist Ministers sometimes find

themselves taking on
| responsibilities in addition to their
| Circuit appointments. In the last
| Life and Work, | told you about an
extra commitment | have with the
Connexional World Church Office. In
this edition | am going to tell you of

another of my extra

M‘H responsibilities.

I am a member of the Connexional
Faith and Order Committee and convene their Worship
and Liturgy Resources Group. In ‘olden days’ this group
used to be called the Liturgical Subcommittee and was
responsible for such things as the Methodist Worship
Book.

The Worship and Liturgy Resources Group, generally
known as WLRG, has a broader brief than used to be
held by the old Liturgical Subcommittee. We are
charged with encouraging the development of all forms
of worship in Methodism, striving to maintain a good
standard for of written material, and keeping an eye on
the various bits of worship material that appear, in the
Church’s name, on the Connexional website.

Worship is a supremely important act in the life of the
church. If you took away our worship then you would be
taking away an essential element of our life and work.
This is why it always surprises me when congregations,
leaders of worship and preachers, seem to place so little
store on getting it right! If you want to really wind me
up then produce shoddy worship and ask me to sit
through it!

When | speak of worship in such a way, | do not speak of
this or that particular expression of worship. | do not

about the

have a
‘churchmanship’ of worship - so long as what is offered
is of the best - for God.

particular beef style or

At Oxford Place we demonstrate a great range of styles
and expressions of worship. We have our quieter
midweek communion service which invariably follows
the Methodist Worship Book. We have our Sunday
morning worship that is billed as all-age and which find
itself the vehicle for all manner of expressions
dependent upon who is leading and preaching. We have
our meditative Taizé style service. We have our new
Café Worship which seeks to be interactive and
contemporary in style. An amazing range for one
congregation!

Worship is an important part of our life together.
Congregation members should have high expectations.
Preachers and leaders of worship should have high
standards. Only best is good enough for us and for God.
This is the worship that must point us from ourselves
and towards God. This is the worship that must
transport us to the very edge of heaven. This is the
worship we want.

Finish then thy new creation:

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee;

changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

(Charles Wesley)

Blessings Abound!
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Laurie Kirk on his 91st
Birthday (9th June).

#

the baptism of Felix, son of
Emma & Chris McGill and
grandson of Angela and Ken
Tait.
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Zvoru Makura
Ella Moyo
Thembi Moyo

Ken Harwood who has
recently completed his term
as communion steward and
welcome John Goacher to
this office.

From 10thJuly to 8th
August, Ann Owen, a
student minister from §=
Wesley College Bristol,
will be on placement at |
Oxford Place under the
supervision of our p
superintendent. Ann has
written to say something
about herself.

Hi everyone,
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I am really looking forward to coming up to Leeds at the
beginning of July. It will be an adventure and a privilege
for me to participate in your church fellowship and
outreach.

| have lived in Portishead, which is on the Bristol
Channel, by junction 19 of the M5, for 27 years since
moving down from Chesterfield, north Derbyshire. My
mum still lives there. | have been married to Andrew for
30 years, and we have two sons, Stephen and Richard, in
their twenties - | must also include ‘Tigger’, an adorable
four year old ginger tabby cat, who has me well trained.
We are looking forward to a family celebration in

September when Stephen marries Paula.
| left my job managing the accounts for a property

management letting agency just over two years ago to
begin Foundation studies at Wesley College, Bristol, and

became an accredited Local Preacher in November
2005. This has been a completely unexpected direction
for my life which began unfolding 9 years ago, but one
which has been full of surprises which never cease to
amaze me, and have given me so much joy.

Andrew kept me in touch with the church fellowship
during our early years of marriage when | was struggling
to relate to church worship. In the 1980’s/90’s, | was
involved in the Scout movement with the cub scout
section and leader training, which was when | first
began having an input in church worship for parades
that were relevant to that age group. The love and
support of my family and friends are important to me,
and | enjoy strolling in the countryside, outdoor
photography, wildlife programmes, and chilling out with
a funny film.

| have had a brief look at your web site which looks
exciting, but for now | have to focus on the necessary
college essays that need completing before | come to
join you.

Love in Christ whose peace and joy fills our lives.

Ann Owen

Things alter for the worse spontaneously, if they be not altered for
the better designedly. Francis Bacon (1561-1626)

It is now almost twenty-two years since the
““ first Life and Work. Most of the changes in its
= AND | appearance have been a direct consequence
wnm( of changes in the technology that have

.| become available for its production.

APRIL 1985 #

As the costs of colour printing have come down it we
increasingly find that much of what we read is enhanced
by colour and by full colour pictures. In recent years we
have added colour to our Anniversary Report and this
has allowed the inclusion of high quality colour
photographs. It seemed therefore time to look at
producing Life and Work in colour.
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But why change the page size? The current page size of
Life and Work is A5. Using a typeface that is legible
often means that a page is dominated
by one article and longer articles have
to run over on to more than one page.
The visual effect is of lots of words and
little variety. We have, of course,
included black-and-white photographs,
but the limited page size makes it
quite difficult to arrange photographs
and text in an attractive way. The A4 double-spread
format will allow more flexibility in layout and, we
hope, result in a magazine that catches the eye and
stimulates interest.

Inevitably, we will neither get it completely right first
time nor please everyone. Please let us know what you
think. The back page has all the contact information.

Ken Tait, Editor



Thanks for your continuous support to our dear hospital.
The first photograph shows a parcel of land that has
been cleared and neatly levelled ready for construction
of staff accommodation.

In all we have spent thirteen million and five hundred
thousand cedis (13,500,000) from the total amount of
the sixteen million and six hundred thousand cedis
(16,600,000) realised from exchanging the one thousand
pounds sterling first sent to us. We are using the
balance to cart sand to start moulding sandcrete blocks
towards the construction.

Your latest support of another ONE THOUSAND POUNDS
STERLING will go yet another long way to push the
agenda forward. | am doing all these things in
recognition of the old saying that "a journey of a
thousand miles begins with a step "(which we are
taking).

Thanks for the innovative way you are using to raise the
money for the work at the hospital. Indeed this has gone
to confirm the wise saying that where there is WILL
there is always a WAY.

God richly bless the Church at Oxford Place for this
support. We are all well here and pray same for you as
well.

Bernard

This is based on a letter received by the Editor. Mavis
Freeman has also received a letter from Bernard in
which he thanks us for the further £1000 and continues:

We have hired a bulldozer for two days.
e cost of hiring a truck to convey the bulldozer from
Sunyani (160 km away) 2,000,000 cedis (about
£125)

e cost of hiring the bulldozer for two days 8,000,000
cedis (about £500)

e cost of fuel for the bulldozer 3,500,000 cedis
(about £225)

The second £1000 will be used to buy 200 bags of
Portland cement at 66,000 cedis per bag (about £40).

We shall continue to do the work in bits and pieces until
we are able to provide decent accommodation for the
22 nurses who will complete their training with us in
two years time.

Eleven duplex houses will be needed at about £10,000
per unit.
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On Saturday 28 October 2006, Adrian Burdon, Martin

Dawson, Hannah Goacher and David Waller shall be
taking part in a fund-raising challenge event on
behalf of Guide Dogs for the Blind.

The event shall take place at the Landrover 4x4
Experience centre in Skipton. It shall involve
the team driving four
wheel drive vehicles
over specially constructed
obstacles. It will involve clay
pigeon shooting, a bit of map |#_#
reading and a whole load of |
other fun things. —

We hope that you will sponsor the team to have this day
out! We have to raise a minimum of £2000 in
sponsorship and so need your help.

Brian and Christine Butler are our fundraising managers.
There shall be some special events over the next few
weeks which will help to bring the money in.

You can donate on-line if you wish at
http://www.justgiving.com/leedsmission

You can give us money in person at any time, or leave it
in the office with Peter. We thank you in anticipation
for your great help.

Watch out for fundraising events and then hear all
about it when we come back!

Adrian, Hannah, Martin, and David

You should have found a copy of the Prayer Diary for the quarter slipped into your copy of
this way (rather than making it part of the magazine as we have done in recent years) helps to keep costs down.

. Doing it

The Prayer Diary is in the usual format but you will need to fold it in half yourself.

If there was no Prayer Diary in your copy then you can collect a copy from the Church office.

6
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My recent visit to Jerusalem, the
West Bank and Galilee was
different from my many previous
visits. First, it was at least 35°C
" | (95°F) everyday; secondly | had
" | three companions and two were
visiting the Holy Land for the first
time and so there were visits to
places | normally miss out. In 14
days we prayed in 23 churches
and saw 15 places of historical or
archaeological interest - a few
were firsts for me too.

As always the main reason for visiting was to see and
support my Palestinian friends. We were welcomed into
six very different Palestinian homes.

The Lazarus Home for Girls is my second home. | am
welcomed with hugs and kisses from Samar Sahhar, the
five house-mothers and 38 children. As Sponsorship
Secretary of the Friends of the Lazarus Home | know
every child by name, and their difficult backgrounds. In
the last month or two we have raised, in Leeds, £1000
for a large industrial washing machine and | took with
me £500 for an end of term treat - a coach to Ramallah
(the Palestinian ‘capital’ where we went to the
President’s HQ, partially rebuilt after being razed to the
ground in 2002) and an open-air swimming pool for hours
of swimming and splashing. For many of the children
this was their first time in a pool but after some initial
apprehension they loved it. We followed this with a

For the last four months no local government
salaries have been paid. Teachers, nurses, social
workers and so on are trying to survive with no
income. Palestinian banks have had their assets
frozen. They can no longer cash cheques from
abroad. | took out thousands of extra shekels and

brought back UK cheques to process here.
In addition to

_ the on-going
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Bethlehem is a huge ‘cage’ to keep Palestinians in.
The main check-point between Jerusalem and
Bethlehem has become a large security terminal
with numerous turnstiles, baggage and body
checks, long queues, and a very intimidating
atmosphere. | try to avoid confrontation with
Israeli security officials, but this time | lost my cool
and made a fuss about the way we were being

treated - after all they could only shoot me!

—

meal out and a visit to the only theme park in the West
Bank with rides to suit everyone from two to seventeen.
| watched and took photographs. Finally we went to a
big municipal park with modern play equipment and ice-
cream, before returning to Bethany (by the back roads
to avoid the check points). The children were exhausted
and so were we. A wonderful and exciting day.

Two days later we went back to Bethany for Sunday
Lunch (Palestinian food, of course) and a party with
games and dancing. The Jhleen family (mother and five
children) were, as always, warm and welcoming. | have
visited them regularly for five years, but we still
struggle with language: their English is no better than
my minimal Arabic. We played the card game UNO
which is based on colours and numbers and needs no
words. | took lots of photographs and we laughed at the
ones | took last October as we drank plenty of sweet
mint tea. They are Muslim and | have shared many meals
with them in their home in a corner of an unfinished
school building divided among 35 families and more like
a multi-storey car park.

Our Bethlehem friends, Hanna Azar and his extended
family, always make me feel at home. (He gave me the
olive wood chalice we use occasionally at Oxford Place.)
We shared in a noisy birthday party for two
grandchildren, Jo-Jo (5) and her brother Jerias (2). The
next day we returned for a quieter adult meal.

Their situation is difficult though some of the family
(seven adults, five children) have occasional part-time
work. An English friend is paying for Hanna’s son’s four-
year course at Bethlehem University, but Milad intends
to leave Palestine when he graduates as he sees no
future for himself in the West bank.

In Bethlehem we also visited Margaret Lama, my retired
teacher friend in her now decaying 17th century home.
She has no pension or income of any kind.

A new home visit was to a ninety year old Bedouin
woman living in a run-down village near Bethlehem. Her
husband had been wealthy and influential, close to King
Hussein of Jordan. She has a beautiful home, a treasure
trove of wonderful centuries-old antiques, but, like
everyone else, no pension.

It was a surprise invitation from a Muslim family in
Nazareth that emphasised the generosity of hospitality
to strangers that | have seen everywhere in Palestine
and almost never see here in Britain. Even at 6pm the
heat was intense and we had trudged up a very steep
hill from the Church of the Annunciation when we were
invited into the lovely home of a couple who spoke
excellent English. We met their son who had studied law
at Nottingham University and were given cakes and ice-
cold drinks and offered fresh fruit and coffee. We left
with huge bags of oranges and lemons that we picked
from their trees. The man insisted on driving us to St
Margaret’s Hospice where we were staying and offered
to chauffeur us to wherever we wanted in Galilee on the
following Sunday.

People only know of Palestinian ‘terrorists’. All our

(Continued on page 7)
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The preacher at our Church Anniversary, on 7th May,
was the Revd Neil Richardson, a past President of the
Methodist Conference. Councillor Ann Castle, the
Deputy Lord Mayor of Leeds, was present along with
representatives from other city centre churches

Neil started by asking
why there are
churches in the
centres of our cities.
He spoke of the
church as a listening
and sharing church,
listening to people,
listening to the |8
heartbeat of the city
and sharing by
responding to the
needs of the city and
its people.

Not only is the church §
listening to people,
but it is listening for
God, for the Word.
This means that when
the church sees need
and injustice in the
city the church cannot remain silent.
requires that the church speak out and,
friend, the church should tell the truth.

He urged us to remember that '...God so loved the
world, that he gave his only Son, ..." and that He loves
the city, He loves each person, He will never despair.

The gospel
like a good

A full report is available on our website:

http://www.oxfordplace.org.uk/news.html
and a similar article was published in the Methodist
Recorder on 01/06/2006.

METHODIST
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Lounge Café Event
Saturday 30th
September 2006

Oxford Place Chyreh Family Picni

A Summer Sunday Picnic will take place on
Sunday 9th July 2006 after the morning service

We will meet and eat our picnic together in Roundhay Park.
There will be games for the young (and for the young at heart!)
Or you can pay a visit to Tropical World or the Monet gardens
or just enjoy the recent improvements to the park.

Everyone is welcome.

Look out for further details on the Sunday Service Sheet, or speak to Irene Hebden (Leeds 2604561)
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When the Home Office released the
information that around forty men
were cautioned for rape last year, my
reaction was moral outrage. How could
it be right to let someone who has
committed such an offence get away
with a mere police caution? Surely
rapists ought always to be prosecuted.
Doesn’t this send the wrong message to potential
offenders? And what message does it send to vulnerable
women? Moral indignation even led me into thoughts
about whether this state of affairs might be yet another
sign of moral decay in our national life!

Shortly afterwards | heard a very senior police officer
explaining to an interviewer how easy it is to draw the
wrong conclusions from the information we had been
given. He pointed out that if someone accepts a police
caution it goes on their criminal record and for this
particular crime, puts them on the Sex Offenders
Register. He also explained that a caution is only ever
given in special circumstances, such as when both rapist
and victim are very young and the victim needs to be
spared the ordeal of a trial which could cause further
damage, or when a prosecution would almost certainly
be unsuccessful if the criminal withdrew his confession.
In such cases, he argued, it is manifestly better for all
concerned to give the rapist a caution with all that it
entails.

He was right! My moral indignation had blinded me to
the complexities of the arguments and caused me to
jump in the wrong direction. That, of course, is what
moral indignation often does. It makes us feel better,
but it is a poor basis for public policy, law or moral
judgment. For those things we need hard thought,
discriminating judgment, and prayer.

(

The most disturbing feature of last month’s local
election results was undoubtedly the level of support in
many areas for the British National Party. In national
terms they only hold 46 out of some 22,000 seats which,
though it more than doubles the number they previously
held, still leaves them marginal to the mainstream of
British politics. That fact can lead us to overlook the

(Continued from page 5)

contacts in the last 12 years have been with warm.
gentle people, struggling under an oppressive and
humiliating occupation, with very limited resources or
opportunities to lead decent, ordinary family lives in
their own land. They need our prayers, but they also
need us at every opportunity to speak out clearly for
justice and peace. | am trying to do that. Please help
me. There can be no peace for Israel until there is
justice for Palestine.

Kath Harwood

way in which their candidates gathered a respectable
number of votes in many wards which they did not win.

The BNP is an organisation with racist policies, which no
Christian could knowingly support. There is evidence
from their election literature this time round that they
are seeking to disguise that fact by campaigning on local
issues, barely mentioning immigration and asylum. In
some places they are also claiming to be the ‘Christian’
voice, saying that the Church has let the nation down.
These tactics have been typical of far right parties in
Europe for a long time, including the Nazis in Germany
in the 1930s and they need fool nobody, least of all
aware Christians.

Margaret Hodge was widely criticised for saying that
many white families in her constituency were ‘tempted’
to vote for the BNP, but the local election results in her
constituency proved that her warning was well founded.
We must continue to attack the BNP for their racism and
xenophobia, but that on its own is not enough. We must
also deal with the unemployment, poverty and bad
housing which causes young white men in particular to
feel aggrieved and then to lay the blame for their
problems on the immigrant community. Anything less
would be to deal with the symptoms and not with the
causes. All the mainstream parties need to take the
BNP vote at these elections as a challenge to some
radical re-thinking on social policies.
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The Law Commission is proposing that unmarried but
cohabiting couples (and gay couples not in a civil
partnership) should be given the same financial and
legal rights as those who are married or in civil
partnerships. The argument is that the present
arrangements are unfair, denying the rights of people
who live together outside marriage or a civil
partnership. An article in The Times says that criticisms
of these proposals will come from traditionalists for
legitimising ‘living in sin’. They will; but that is not the
only reason for criticising them.

Individual rights are hugely important, but so is the
effect of individual actions on society - it is simply not
true that there is ‘no such thing as society’. Any decent
society, certainly one with its roots in Christian faith
and values must value and encourage stability and
permanence in personal relationships. Family life, with
people making a serious commitment to each other is
the bedrock of a stable society. To say this is not to
deny that families today take shapes and forms different
from the traditional ‘nuclear’ family, still less is it to
criticize those whose marriage relationships have, for
whatever reason, broken down.

Christians should be concerned to promote and
encourage commitment, stability and faithfulness
(which in my view applies equally to straight and gay
relationships) because that is what Scripture teaches us
is God’s intention for human beings. If that is so, we
must argue for those values to be applied in public
policy as it affects the nature of our society - which
means resisting the Law Commission’s myopic proposals.
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10.30 Holy Communion
The Revd Nick Baker
Mrs Pat Goacher

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Mrs Liz Waller
6.30 Taizé-style Service
The Revd Adrian Burdon

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Mrs Ann Owen
4.00 Café Worship

10.30 Ms Jane Aitchison
Mrs Ann Owen

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Mrs Ann Owen

6
10.30 Holy Communion
The Revd Nick Baker

13
10.30 Mr Rob Lolley

20
10.30 Mrs Pat Goacher

27
10.30 Deacon Ruth Hinch

10.30 Covenant Service
The Revd Adrian Burdon
Deacon Ruth Hinch

10

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon

Mrs Liz Waller
6.30 Taizé-style Service

The Revd Adrian Burdon

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Deacon Ruth Hinch
4.00 Café Worship

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Mr Rob Lolley

The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. On most Sundays the Junior Church go to their own
session for part of the time. Tea and Coffee are served after the service.
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3 7.30pm Team Meeting
6 9.30am Staff Meeting
9 Church Picnic
(See Page 6)
10 11.00am Foyer Stall
7.30pm Finance & Property
15 2.00pm Coffee afternoon &
5.00pm Barbecue (see below)
28 2.00pm The Lounge Café
closes until 10.00am
4th September

AL aHG

15th July
2.00-5.00 Coffee afternoon
5.00-8.00 Barbecue

Both at the Superintendent’s
manse - 39 Batcliffe Drive

1

There will be no weekday events
during this month.

6 10.45am Person to Person
Team Meeting
9 Synod at Ashville
College - Harrogate
11 7.30pm Team Meeting
20 11.00am Foyer Stall
30 Lounge Café Event -
Details available
nearer the time

’ 2 7.30pm Oxford Place Management Committee
11 10.00am District Lay Workers’ Committee
22 World Church Sunday - Chris Elliott & Steve Pierce from Methodist

Church House, London
<

6 7.30pm Church Council

25 Harwood ‘Sing-in’ - Details nearer the time

6 7.30pm Team Meeting

10 Visit by the President of The Methodist Conference to the
Leeds District - Preaching at Oxford Place

17 10.30am Christingle Service

24 10.30am Christmas Carol Service

11.30pm Midnight Communion
25 10.30am Family Worship

LIFE AND WORK of the Oxford Place Methodist Centre is published quarterly: Winter (January), Spring (April), Summer (July) and Autumn (October)
by Leeds Methodist Mission. Correspondence and contributions should be addressed to: The Editor, Life and Work, Oxford Place Methodist Centre,
Oxford Place, Leeds LS1 3AX. Telephone: (0113) 245 3502 (office hours) or may be sent by e-mail to kenneth.tait@btinternet.com (Attachments
are preferred in plain text, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, or RTF) Please visit our web site at www.oxfordplace.org.uk




