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John Bell, who will preach at our Anniversary,   
was Vice-president of the Methodist Conference in 

2005/6. 

John is a retired business executive from the 
Chester and Stoke District. He was educated at 

Grammar Schools in Sunderland and Newcastle. 

He has a special interest in the role of faith in the 
workplace, and in the selection and training of 

people for ministry. 

2008 is the 173rd anniversary of Oxford Place Church and the 

25th Anniversary of the Network project, the Oxford Place 

Children’s Centre. 

At 10.30am there will be a service of thanksgiving at which the 

preacher will be Mr John Bell, a former Vice President of the 

Methodist Conference. 

This act of worship will be followed by a celebration lunch for all 

the church family and helpers from the Children’s Centre. 

Marjorie Cossey 

Church Anniversary 
Sunday 4th May 2008 

The  Children’s Centre is an Oxford 
Place project. It was started in 1983 
by Leeds District Women’s Network to 
provide a place where people, who 
had business of any kind in the courts, 
could leave their children. Prior to 
this children were often left 

unattended in the corridors . 

The Children’s Centre is situated in 
the Basement of the Oxford Place 
Centre and is open from 9.30am until 
1.00pm and from 1.30pm until 
4.00pm, Monday to Friday for children 
whose parents are attending the 
adjacent courts as defendants, 
witnesses, because of domestic 
proceedings, or just to support 

friends. 

The Centre has appropriately 
qualified staff assisted by a team of 

volunteers.  
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I wonder if readers of Life and 
Work have heard the name of 
Archbishop Gianfranco Girotti?  He 
is the head of the Apostolic 
Penitentiary at the Vatican and was 
responsible recently for making 
public a list of Seven Modern Day 
Sins. We have probably heard of the 
seven deadly sins - pride, envy, 
gluttony, lust, anger, greed and 
sloth. Archbishop Girotti suggests 
that this traditional list has a rather 
individualistic dimension. In 

drawing our attention to the catalogue of seven 
contemporary sins, the Vatican wishes to emphasise the 
effect of individual action upon wider society. 
Archbishop Girotti suggests that it is the social 
consequences of sin, their destruction of society, that 
makes them sinful. The seven contemporary sins 
identified by the Vatican are: accumulating obscene 
wealth, polluting the environment, genetic engineering, 
drug dealing, abortion, paedophilia, and causing social 

injustice. 

He was speaking at the end of a week-long seminar in 
Rome for priests, aimed at the revival of the practice of 
confession. Within the Methodist tradition, we do not 
practice the spiritual discipline of personal confession, 
but we do include an act of corporate confession as part 
of our worship. So often we offer our prayer of 
confession, calling to mind our corporate sins, with little 
thought of what it actually means. The formulae of our 
prayers do not always lead to our individual 
confrontation with what is wrong in our lives, nor do 
they often lead to our increased awareness of what is 
wrong in our world. It is quite rare for the church to 

consider the ills of society and to attribute them to 

sinfulness. 

It might be that in reading the list of contemporary sins 
identified by the Vatican we are brought up short in our 
thinking and challenged to think again about some 
things we take for granted. The Methodist Church is not 
silent on any of the issues raised by the Vatican, but we 
are not always so clear-cut in our reaction to them. We 
do have statements on abortion in which we recognise 
the complexity of balancing the moral issue with the 
pastoral practice. The Conference is presently engaged 
upon research into the issues of genetic engineering – 
again seeking to balance the ethical issues with our 
pastoral practice. We can all go along with identifying 
the obscenity of excessive wealth and the issues of 
pollution as sinful. The practice of paedophilia and life-
styles and expressions that cause social injustice have 

got to be sinful, haven’t they?  

We do have to be grateful to the Vatican for raising this 
issue and identifying this list of seven contemporary 
sins. We do need to remember the context and 
recognise the point that is being made. Within Christian 
understanding, a sin is something that prevents our 
living in a full relationship with God. The Vatican is 
seeking to remind us that it is not only our personal 
behaviour that can damage our relationship with God. 
Our social attitudes and practices are also needing 
attention. It is a useful list, but is not exhaustive. What 
would you add to the list? Think about it and consider 
how the church might confront the issues and work 

towards a restoration of the relationship with God.  

Seven New Sins 

The Editor welcomes contributions from anyone 
with an interest in or concern for any aspect of 

the life and work of Oxford Place Centre and 
Leeds Methodist Mission. 

Submissions should reach the Editor (see back 
page) at least two weeks before the last Sunday of 
the month preceding publication or in the case of 

the Winter issue at least two weeks before the 
Sunday which precedes Christmas Eve. 

Summer deadline: 15th June 2008 

The Revd Adrian 
Burdon 

Editor’s Note: 
The list of ‘new’ sins is taken from an interview with 
Archbishop Girotti that was published in L’Osservatore 
Romano (the newspaper of the Vatican) on 9th March. 
During this interview Nicola Gori asked the Archbishop  

several questions. Among them was the question:   

In your opinion, what are the ‘new sins’? 

This was his response: 

There are various areas today in which we adopt 
sinful behaviour, as with individual and social 
rights. This is especially so in the field of bioethics 
where we cannot deny the existence of violations of 
fundamental rights of human nature – this occurs by 
way of experiments and genetic modifications, 
whose results we cannot easily predict or control. 
Another area, which indeed pertains to the social 
spectrum, is that of drug use, which weakens our 
minds and reduces our intelligence. As a result, 
many young people are left out of Church circles. 
Here’s another one: social and economic inequality, 
in the sense that the rich always seem to get richer, 
and the poor, poorer. This [phenomenon] feeds off 

an unsustainable form of social injustice and is 
related to environmental issues – which currently 
have much relevant interest. 

(Translation by Istituto Acton, Rome) 

This short paragraph provoked reactions of all kinds,  

around the whole world and from all kinds of people. 
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Our Church Family and Friends 

We celebrate 

� The baptism of Nicholas son of Tendai and Zvoru Makura 

We remember 

� Ann Cotter who died in Canada on 7th February 2008, aged 92 years 

We welcome 
� Ann Bailey, Carly Colatch, Daniel Hagdu and Lorraine Massey to the membership 

of Oxford Place 

Ann Bailey Carly Colatch 

Daniel Hagdu Lorraine Massey 
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Earlier this year I was on evening ‘security duty’ at 
Oxford Place. This is something I do once a month and it 
usually involves nothing more onerous than unbolting 
and opening the front doors, putting some lights on, and 
making sure that people find their way to their 
meetings, and then later, locking up, checking there is 
no one still in the building and putting the lights out. 
Occasionally I will need to help out with equipment, 
sanction the rearrangement of furniture, or allow a 
meeting to take place in a different room. Most of the 
time I can sit in the office and read, only needing to 

Through the Doors 
keep  a watchful eye while the front doors are open. 

It is our usual practice to have the doors open around 
the time people are coming and when they are leaving. 
Even so, sometimes you get visitors in addition to those 
attending meetings. Some are looking for the Chambers 
where they may have an evening appointment in one of 
the agencies, and once a young couple wandered in an 
asked if they could look at the church. Later on in the 
evening such visitors are usually men, men with a long 
sorry tale, who have many needs, but who hope to be 
given money. These can be difficult characters who I 
feel deserve to be treated with sympathy, but who need  

to be encouraged back on to the streets. 

On this particular evening earlier this year, there were 
still a few people around when I was approached, in the 
foyer, by a man who had just come in and was keen to 
attract attention. He walked awkwardly. My assumptions 
and prejudices almost immediately readied me for a 

firm stand against whatever plea was about to be made. 

The man was attempting to hold out his hand towards 
me, and his speech was unclear. I went towards the man 
prepared to listen to what he was struggling to stay. 
Eventually I heard his words. ‘Is there anywhere I can 
put this?’ I looked at his waving hand expecting to see 
some piece of rubbish or litter. Nothing was visible. I 
held out by hand and he thrust into it a few coins, and I 

realised he wanted to make a gift. 

I suddenly felt different. On the one hand relieved, on 
the other ashamed. I cheerily thanked him and wished 
him well as he turned and left the building and I hurried 
to drop the few coins in the charity jar in the church 

office. 

Ken Tait 

The Methodist Church is making more information 
available through the Internet and the World Wide Web. 
Our web site (www.oxfordplace.org.uk) has a list of the 
links to these sources of news and information. For some 

time now we have had links to: 

• The Buzz which as it says on its web site is a great 
resource that brings the whole Connexion together 
and allows us to share successful ideas between 
districts, circuits, churches and church groups. If you 
have any success stories you would like to promote 
and share, then please get in touch and let us know 
how God is working in your local area. 

www.methodist.org.uk/static/html_emails/buzz.htm 

• E-News, the monthly electronic news bulletin of the 
Methodist Church in Britain. 
www.methodist.org.uk/static/html_emails/e-

news.htm 

• The Interface which is a discussion site ‘where 
Christianity meets culture’ 

www.theinterface.org.uk 

Recently two more sites have appeared. These are: 

• Momentum which was originally produced in 
newspaper format, but is now available online with a 
wealth of articles, reviews, interviews and resources. 

www.methodist.org.uk/momentum 

• Connexional Noticeboard where you can publicise 
your own news or events. See what's going on near 
you, and share your events with a wider audience. 

www.methodist.org.uk/local  

The Connexional Noticeboard is a bit different from the 
others. Not only can you post up information about 
events and so on, but you can check to see what has 
been posted for particular places. So you can find out, 
for example, what is going on in the Leeds district, or in 

West Yorkshire. 

This is an extra way in which we can publicise our 
activities. If you have something that you would like to 
make known in this way then please let Ken Tait have 
your information in writing or send an e-mail to 

kenneth.tait@btinternet.com 

What’s on the Web 
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CLAY Christian Learning Across Yorkshire 

The new leaflet giving details of the courses during the half-year to September 
2009 is now available. You will find one to take away in the foyer at Oxford 
Place, or you can  browse the CLAY website (www.claycourses.org.uk) and 

download a copy of the leaflet. 

Here are some of the courses that might interest you: 

• Quiet Days: Stop… Look… Listen (7th April, 7th May, 5th June at Sheriff 

Hutton) 

• Bible Overview (16th and 17th April, Sheffield) 

• How can we pray? (A series during April, May and June at Bramley, Leeds) 

• Here ends the first reading… (A workshop on reading out loud, 20 May, 

Garforth) 

• The Sufi face of Islam (a five part course starting in May at Mirfield) 

• Celebrating Festivals: The Kingdom Season (7 June, Harrogate) 

This is only a sample. For full details of all these courses and the many others on 

offer, pick up a leaflet. 

The Clay leaflet is prepared by an ecumenical team and edited by Kath 

Hinchcliffe (Tel: 0113 2000 558; E-mail kathh@riponleeds-diocese.org.uk) 

It is now some years since Oxford Place lost its link with the Little 
London area of Leeds. There was a time when each Sunday Jim 
Butler organised the collection of children from Little London and 

brought them to Oxford Place to attend Sunday School. 

At the January meeting of the Leeds City Centre Churches Group 
Major Peter Forrest of the Salvation Army explained that what had 
been Church@LittleLondon had changed its name to 
Sunday@Space. This is a recent joint initiative between South 
Parade Baptist Church in Headingley and the Leeds Central Corps 

of the Salvation Army. 

There are meetings on two or three Sundays each month organised 
by two teams, one responsible for the teaching and activity 
theme, the other for refreshments. At the moment the numbers 
attending a quite small, but had been higher at Christmas, and 
that people of other faiths were also showing interest. It is hoped 

that the residents of Little London  will develop ideas themselves. 

 

Little London is an area of sixties high-rise and social housing to 
the north of the Merrion Centre. Brunswick Methodist Church was 
located just to the south of Little London where the Yorkshire 
Bank headquarters is now sited. Many of the Brunswick 
congregation and members came to Oxford Place after it closed in 
1968. 

Sunday@Space in Little London 

Deacon Ruth Hinch  will be taking a 
sabbatical during May, June and 

July. 

This is a time for rest, reflection 

and renewal. 

As part of her sabbatical she will 

spend  some time looking at some issues concerning our 
impact upon the planet and reflecting theologically 

upon the issues of ecology and global warming. 

While Ruth is on sabbatical her pastoral and other 
responsibilities will be shared among the team and other 

members of Oxford Place. 
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Bethlehem Bible College – Our Charity of the Year 

The Shepherd Society is the 

humanitarian arm of the College. 

Its goal is to provide means for the 
global community and Christians 
worldwide to encourage and 
financially assist the struggling 

Palestinian people in the West Bank. 

The Shepherd Society aids families in two main ways: 

First: Urgent Humanitarian Help – Fulfilling 

immediate needs 

• Food Coupons - a $50 coupon sustains a family of 

five for three week. 

•  Medical Aid – in the absence of adequate medical 
insurance, The Shepherd Society provides 

financial help to cover part of medical expenses. 

• Job Creation - The Shepherd Society sends 
workers to various organizations to work for one 

week per month and covers their salary. 

• Tuition - The Shepherd Society provides funds to 
students who cannot pay their tuition in order to 

keep the children in school. 

• Utilities - The Shepherd Society subsidizes 
families with their electric or water bill to ensure 
that these services will not be cut off from these 

poor families. 

• Family Sponsorships - Local or international 
families may partner with a Palestinian Christian 
family who is struggling to survive by sending $50 
a month for a year. Information and a picture of 
the family can be provided for the sponsoring 

family. 

Second: Long-term Development Aid – Helping 

families help themselves 

• Revolving Loans - The Shepherd Society will 
provide loans to help families start their own 
small business or develop an already-established 

business. 

• Crafts and Farmers' Products - The Shepherd 
Society will buy and market local products and 
crafts produced locally by the families, such as 

olive oil, soap, olive wood, etc. 

Life at the college has been busy recently. 

Work on the new building is progressing, with the 
basement floor completed. The target for completing 
the shell of the four-storey building is April The insides 

will be completed as funds become available. 

On 21st December 2007, the college led the annual 
community outreach fellowship service at a local hotel 

with over 1000 people attending. 

The new Christian TV program is now running for one 

hour each week. 

The New Building 

A project close to our 
hearts is the Al Aman 
Counselling Centre 
wh ich  ha s  been 
operational since 1992. 
Individual counselling 
and trauma therapy for 
Palestinian children is 
provided, as well as 
lectures and seminars 
dealing with student 
issues. These focus on 

pre-marital counselling, marital and family problems, 
and drug and alcohol addiction. The senior lecturer is 
Dr. Raed Abdelmasih who completed his PhD at Granada 
University in Spain. He was a student at the Bethlehem 
College and graduated in 1982, before studying for a 
diploma in Philosophy at the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. He followed this with a diploma in Biology 
and Chemistry at Bethlehem University and then six 
years of study in the United States. He was originally 

born in Jerusalem and is married with one child. 

Please remember Raed and the College staff and 
students in your prayers, and pray for the counselling 

ministry. 

Al Aman Counselling Centre 

Our fund raising continues, at the beginning 
of March the total stood at £1452.95. This 
includes £456 raised for the Shepherd Society 
by the Harwood Singers concert, £100 from 
an earlier concert and £120 collected at our 
Christmas Services. 

The Shepherd Society 
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God is the place… 
I have recently stumbled 
again upon a line of poetry by 
Don Paterson Each time I read 
these words they leave me 
with a host of further 

thoughts and images. 

God is the place that always heals over, 

however often we tear it.  

Some years ago I encountered an image of God that 
challenged and startled me. It was a poem describing 
God in womanly form weaving threads and scraps into 
something beautiful, with tears coursing down her 
cheeks. Amidst all the jaggedness, the brokenness and 
the unravelling in our world, to think of God as one who 
salvages the scraps to weave something new and 

beautiful continues to be for me a very striking image. 

The next words of Paterson’s poem are: 

We are so jagged… 

The imagery of being or feeling ‘torn’ can describe a 
hurt that is still carried deep inside us; or it might be 
something about which we are ‘tearing ourselves apart’ 
as we weigh up the choices in a given situation; or it 
may speak of a tear in our external relationships, such 
as a bereavement or a separation. We also speak of 
‘war-torn’ countries, which reminds us that a ‘tear’ can 

be the wound of a whole country or community. 

My fascination with Paterson’s words I think grows out of 
his intimation that our deepest experience of God is 
dependent upon our feeling both ‘torn’ and ‘healed’, 
and that it is a continuing process. It is for that reason 
that it brings to mind the image of God  forever weeping 
over the pain but tending the scraps with a deft and 
creative touch. The image holds true both for our souls 

and for our planet. 

W.B.Yeats also wrote: 

… nothing can be sole or whole 

That has not been rent. 

 Might these words encourage us to tend the fabric of 
our souls, our communities and our world with careful, 
kindly hands – with the Godly womb-compassion spoken 
of in the Jewish scriptures? Might we be inspired to hold 
our own threads less tightly so that the whole tapestry 

continues to unfold in all its beauty? 

Liz 

Liz Our  District  
Chair writes... 

Each month the Chair sends out a letter for publication in church 
magazines. As Life and Work appears quarterly, then it maybe some 
time before the Chair’s letters appear on this page. Occasionally  we 
will omit a letter that , in the Editor’s judgement, seems out of date. 

Editor’s note: 
The letter on this page is the one intended for 
publication in April. For January, Liz wrote a letter on 
Epiphany, for February one on Lent, and for March one 
linking Lent to Easter. All these letters can be seen and 

read on the Leeds Methodist District web site: 

www.leedsmethodist.org.uk 

Follow the link to the current Pastoral Letter where you 

will find links to previous letters. 

For those of you without access to the Internet, and who 
would like to read any of these letters, I will be happy 

to provide printed copies. 

Ken Tait 



The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. Except during school holidays the Junior Church go to their own 
session for part of the time. Tea and Coffee are served after the service. Time to Talk is an informal 

worship service in the Lounge Café. 

April May June 
Sundays 

 6  Easter 3 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
13  Easter 4 
  10.30 Church Meeting 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
  6.30 Taizé-style Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
20  Easter 5 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Mrs Liz Waller 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
27  Easter 6 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Philip Bee 
   Mr Rob Lolley  

 4  Easter 7 
  10.30 Anniversary 
   Mr John Bell 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
11  Pentecost 
  10.30 Membership Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Nick Baker 
  6.30 Taizé-style Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
18  Trinity 
  10.30 The Revd Nick Baker 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
25  Ordinary 8 
  10.30 Mrs Pat Goacher 
 

 1  Ordinary 9 
  10.30 Holy Communion 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
 8  Ordinary 10 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   The Revd Nick Baker 
  6.30 Taizé-style Service 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
15  Ordinary 11 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Mrs Pat Goacher 
  6.30 Time to Talk 
   The Revd Adrian Burdon 
22  Ordinary 12 
  10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 
   Ms Jane Aitchison 
29  Ordinary 13 
  10.30 Miss Hannah Goacher 
   Mr Rob Lolley 

April May June 
 2 10.45am Person to Person 
   Meeting 
  7.00pm Church Stewards’ 
   Meeting 
 7 7.30pm Team Meeting 
 9 10.00am District Lay Workers’ 
   Meeting 
 13 10.30am General Church 
   Meeting 
 16 7.30pm Local Preachers 
   Meeting 
 23 7.30pm Management 
   Committee 
 28 7.30pm Pastoral Committee 

 4 12.00 Leeds City Centre 
   Churches Committee 
   at the Salvation Army 
   (Nile St, Leeds) 
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 4 10.30am Church Anniversary & 
   25th Anniversary of 
   The Children’s Centre 
 5  10.00am Treasures Revealed 
   (till 4.00pm) 
   Deacon Ruth Hinch 
   starts her sabbatical 
   Lounge Café closed 
   (May Bank Holiday) 
6–9 10.00am Treasures Revealed 
   (till 2.00pm each day) 
 10  Synod at Wakefield 
 23 2.00pm Lounge Café closes 

All meetings at Oxford Place unless 
otherwise stated.  

 
 

Weekday Worship 
at Oxford Place 
Wednesday 12.30pm 

Service of Holy Communion 

Looking forward... 
July 
 10  Methodist Conference 
   starts at Scarborough 
 31 2.00pm The Lounge Café 
   closes until 10.00am 
   1 September 
September 
 1 10.00am The Lounge Café 
   re-opens after the 
   summer break 
 3 1.00pm Leeds City Centre 
   Churches Committee 
   at Oxford Place 
 13  Synod at Ashville  
   College, Harrogate 
 24 7.30pm Management 
   Committee 

The Thursday Group 
meets on alternate Thursdays in 

members’ homes. 

Currently the group is following 
the study course: New World, 

Old Faith. 

Further details are available 
from Marjorie Cossey or Peter 

Gambles in the Church Office. 

Weekdays 


