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The
Neighbourhood
Walk

Why?

Is our neighbourhood changing? If so, then, as a church, we need to reflect
and reshape.

What?

It was suggested we think about the people we see. Who are they? What are
they doing? Why are they there? What about the buildings? What are they
there for? Who uses them? Are there any signs of change?

How?
We went out in small groups.
Where?

One group walked towards Millennium Square, another towards City Square,
and a bolder group headed south as far as the river.

When? More on
page 4
Sunday afternoon (15th June) between five and six o’clock.
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Leeds Rail Station

NCH - The Children’s Charity

Irene Hebden will be collecting in the morning (9.30-12.00) and asks that if
anyone is able to join her in coaxing people to put money into tins then
would they please give her a ring on (0113) 260 4561.




Come and Talk

| think that most readers will now
be aware of what WWW means -
|even if that awareness does not
- | extend much beyond the knowledge
| of it being something to do with
| computers and then Internet! Do
you, though, know what CCC
means?

Well, CCC is the name | am giving to

w‘u a new thing which | am offering you
The Revd Adrian | the opportunity to pal‘fticipate in.
Burdon CCC stands for ‘Coffee -

Conversation - Communion’.

Here is the idea...

| am issuing an invitation to anybody who wishes to
come to gather together in the Lounge Café at 10.45am
on a Wednesday. We will sit around together, drink
coffee (or tea), and converse on Christian things. We
will then go together to the lunchtime communion
service that is regularly held on a Wednesday.

Modern Christians have lost the art of engaging in
Christian conversation. It is though something that
would be good to develop within our life at Oxford
Place. The holding of those conversations within the
public space of the Lounge Café will bring a different
aspect to the experience.

Yes, our Time to Talk services which developed from our

Café Worship on the third Sunday are opportunities to
talk together. Here though is something less formal and
less structured. It will be something to which people can
come, something passers-by can eavesdrop on, join in,
ignore or walk away from. Here is the church bearing
witness in a less formal way, engaging in conversation,
talking together, listening together, inviting dialogue,
and enabling encounter.

Talking of God in the public space is something that the
first disciples did, as they wandered the shores of
Galilee with Jesus. It something the Apostles did -
remember Paul at Athens and maybe re-read the story
in chapter 17 of the Book of Acts. It is the sort of thing
that has happened from time-to-time throughout history
and has usually been the seedbed for new ideas and
innovative action.

So, | issue an invitation and a challenge to you, whoever
you are, reading this edition of Life and Work, come and
join in the conversation. Come and see what happens.

| invite you to join me for the first time on Wednesday
10 September, 10.45am, in the Lounge Café at Oxford
Place.

Blessings abound...

Rt

We will harvest the desert

At our Harvest Festival service on 28th September our
offering of money at our morning worship will be, as
has been our practice for many years, a donation to
Christian Aid.

m T r

Our time will come.
We will reap a harvest if we don't give up.

‘We will harvest the desert’ is the theme of this year’s
harvest appeal by Christian Aid. It is based on Ally’s
story...

Fifty years ago Ally’s land was —
full of greenery. But climate |o..
change in Burkina Faso means
less frequent, more
unpredictable rains and an
advancing desert. By the mid-
1980s fertile soil had turned
dry; grass and trees had died;|
and the soil had eroded. - %

But Ally refused to give up. He [*
was determined to provide for
his family. In an act of| -
astonishing faith he chose to see [\
something different when he| -=
looked at the land - possibility. |
‘Everything is a state of mind. If |
you decide to do something, it}
can be,’ says Ally.

For 20 years Ally worked with his bare hands to build
rock ‘belts’ that retained rainwater. By irrigating his
land this way, and practising simple zai farming
techniques to make areas of the soil fertile, he has
brought his land back to life.

Now the land is green again.

For more information visit: http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/fundraise/harvest/
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Our Church Family and Friends

We congratulate

O Adrian Burdon on being appointed Deputy Chair of
the Leeds Methodist District

O John Goacher on being elected to the Methodist
Council

O Angela and Ken Tait on becoming grandparents to
Iris, daughter of Emma and Chris and sister to Felix

We welcome

O Eun-Joo Koh and Henry Stratford to the
membership of Oxford Place

Eun-Joo Koh

We thank

O Janet Caswell who has completed her term as
Church Steward, and welcome Ann Bailey to this
office joining Irene Hebden, Paul Berry and Martin
Dawson

Correction

In our Spring issue we misspelled Daniel Hadgu’s name. Sorry Daniel.

Editor Henry Stratford

The Methodist Council

The Methodist Conference is the governing body of the
Methodist Church. As Conference only meets once a
year, the undertakes ongoing work on
behalf of the Conference. The Methodist Council meets
quarterly.

The most recent Council meeting took place in April

from midday on 15th to midday on 16th with well over
twenty substantive items of business including Women’s

Diversity, Youth Participation Strategy, a Resolution of
Darfur, the Employment Status of Ministers,
Confidentiality and Pastoral Care.

The Council discusses many reports, most of which can
be found at:

www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?
fuseaction=opentogod.content&cmid=2115

Not the easiest of addresses to remember.

Network, World Church Relationships, Equality and

People In Action celebrate 25 years

People In Action is one of the agencies that
uses space in our Oxford Place Care Centre in
the basement of our building. centre. Like
The Children's Centre they also celebrate
their silver Jubilee this year.

People In Action work to empower people
with learning difficulties through varied
social, leisure and educational activities.
Their vision is that everyone with learning
difficulties will be accepted as equal by our
communities.

We send them our congratulations and good
wishes for their anniversary.

The People in Action team based
in the Oxford Place Centre

Paul Berry
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The Neighbourhood Walk

What happened...

There were sixteen of us altogether and after a brief
presentation by Angela Tait and Paul Berry, we split into
three groups and set off in the three directions. One
group kept to the north of the Headrow and took in
Millenium Square, another made its way through the
streets to City Square and the station, the other went
south through Park Square and across Wellington Street
as far as the river.

About an hour later (at about six o'clock) we returned to
Oxford Place for coffee, tea and something to eat. We
then sat down to talk about what we had seen and

thought.
Time to Talk

On the third Sunday in each month ‘Time to Talk’
happens. This is an informal style of worship in which

]

Time to Talk

there is opportunity to discuss a theme as well as sing,
listen, and pray. On this occasion, there was a greater
time for discussion which was brought to a conclusion
with a reading, a meditation, and a hymn.

What did we have to say?

e The areas were much busier than some of us had
anticipated for a Sunday | . T EB
afternoon. TO LET '

| Comfort

= Cooled Offices

e Bars and restaurants were
well patronised, mainly by
those in the 18 to 35 age
group - are they people
who live in the city centre,
or are they recovering

from shopping?

e On the edge of the
shopping area there were those who clearly had
been shopping - elsewhere this was less
noticeable.

e As we set out people were coming out of a
concert at the Town Hall - it is not clear from the
outside what goes on inside the town hall these
days.
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e Everywhere there were numerous boards
announcing office space to rent. Have they been
recently vacated? Are they » 600-700 apartmenls
new or recently
refurbished? Are they a sign JREFEALUIESAR
of the current financial [REECEIEE

+ 118,000 =a.N. af retsil

climate?
. ardl leleuse
e Construction of more

residential blocks - flats and
apartments - continues
down by the river, despite
the oversupply that is
talked about.

e Like the Town Hall, the
signage on many buildings gives little indication as
to their function or purpose.

« 256,000 sa.ft. of hotel
and ¢ultural apece

= Toran SGUare
= Tha Bsach
s Canal Sireet

e The new Museum (in the Leeds Institute building
on Cookridge Street) is impressive with its gold
lettering.

e The area to the north of the Headrow around
Millennium Square has restaurants and bars which
attract a lot of people, more so than in the past.

e The rail station was very busy, with many people
arriving with luggage - away for a weekend? Or
returning from family to work in the city.

So what next?

We agreed that we had made little headway with
making contact with those who live in the city centre,
though we admitted that we had been surprised at the
number of places near to Oxford Place where people do
live. We have no way of assessing their needs or to find

out what they are looking for.

By the river

A4 ik
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Should we be more proactive? - reaching out, rather
than thinking that people will come into Oxford Place if
only we knew what to do to attract them. The Street
Chaplains have made a start in this direction, and soon,
it is hoped, continue. Should we go out on more nights?
Or should we be going out during the day? And be a

‘church on the streets’?
A final thought

What’s it like to be in the centre of Leeds if you have no
money?
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173rd Church Anniversary
& 25th Anniversary of the Children's Centre

The sanctuary of church was almost full for our Anniversary service of worship and
thanksgiving. In addition to our usual congregation we were joined by many who have
supported and continue to support the work of the Children's Centre. We also welcomed a
number of past ministers and lay workers. The Revd Richard Davison (Superintendent
Minister, 1974-1988) read the first lesson. The other lessons were read by Mrs Irene
Hebden (Church Steward) and Mrs Jill Jewell (Secretary to Children's Centre Management
Committee).

The sermon was given by Mr John Bell, a past-president of the Methodist Conference, and
he took 'Change’ as his theme, advocating living in the present and working for the future.

Our young children worked quietly at the front of the sanctuary during the sermon and
produced a large (A3) 25th Anniversary card to give to the Children's Centre.

i o - i L "1 [ .. .‘:m
Richard Davison, Joan Oliver Some of our children after presenting
and Barbara Davison their 25th Anniversary card

From the Summer newsletter of the West ) )
Yorkshire Ecumenical Counicl and the way that people fleeing from terrible
persecution are forced into poverty, without access to

Church leaders across West Yorkshire have issued a  €ducation, employment, or health care.

forthright statement of support for asylum seekers.  There was special concern for Christian asylum seekers
Meeting in Huddersfield, they condemned the prejudice  whose faith puts them at risk in their country of origin.
suffered by asylum seekers, the injustice caused by an

unfair legal system and a brutal deportation process, (Continued on page 6)
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. College - Our Charlty of the Year

My last visit to the Bethlehem Bible College was at the
end of April. The President of the college, Blshara
Awad, was busy g
showing a visitor
to the now
completed shell
of the new
Student  Centre
building, which |
was looking at
from the College
Library  balcony
next door. We
waved to each :

other. When | met him in Manger Square later that day,
we had time to talk. He was clearly delighted that the
first phase of the building had been completed on
target, and expressed his hope that the inside would be
completed soon.

Part of the money that we have raised at Oxford Place
(currently £2456) will help towards the cost of this new
building: the rest will go to the Shepherd Society to help
the poor in Bethlehem. [These were mentioned in the
our Spring issue - Editor]

Bishara Awad founded the College in 1979. He is due to
retired soon, leaving both his life’s work and his home.
Funds are also being raised to provide a him for him in

At our Annual Church Meeting earlier this year we
decided that our charity for the coming year will be the

LASSN was set up in 1999. It has offered support to over
700 refugees and asylum seekers. These people
experience isolation, loneliness, and suffer from the
effects of a negative media profile. Many fear what
may happen to them and their families.

A small group has been set up to coordinate our efforts
to raise money and offer support in other ways to this
organisation.

During the year to the end of March 2008, LASSN has
helped many people:

¢ 394 ShortStop guests
¢ 112 Befriended asylum seekers and refugees
¢ 45 English at Home learners

¢ 132 Destitute asylum seekers supported through our
Hardship Fund payments

¢ 24 refugee community organisations assisted through
the Leeds Refugee Forum

e 1 Community Centre opened for refugee community
organisations with 281 people through the door in just
one month

6

his retirement. He is an amazing man, brought up with
his two equally talented (and well known) brothers in
the Jeel al Amal Home in the days
before it moved from Jerusalem to
Bethany.

Alice Sahhar ( the mother of Samar who
founded the Lazarus Girl’s Home in
Bethany in 1997) is understandably
proud of the achievements of these
‘boys’ that she looked after nearly 50
years ago, and of the huge influence
they have had in supporting the Christian community in
Bethlehem.

Many more families would have left Bethlehem in recent
years if it were for the College and opportunities it
offers to young Christians in Bethlehem and other parts
of the West Bank. There is also an extension to the
College in Nazareth - Nazareth is part of Israel - called
the Galilee Bible College. The young graduates of both
parts of the College will be the future leaders of the
Christian community.

My thanks to all Oxford Place and other friends who
contributed so generously to my five Lenten fasts - £732
was raised for the College. The appeal will finish at the
end of August - could we make it £3000 by then?

Kath Harwood

Paul Berry writes ...
Other recent news from the College:

The students are preparing for a three day retreat in
Nazareth to visit the Biblical sites. Although these sites
are only a half day’s drive away, it will be the first visit
for most students.

The College Choir recently put on a joint concert with
Moody Bible Institute’s Symphony Band which was well
attended.

On May 24th, twelve students
graduated from the four year %
course in Biblical studies and [&
Christian education including
four students from the sister
college in Nazareth.

(Continued from page 5)
Often the Home Office does not seem to take faith
matters seriously.

In contrast, the church leaders praised the tremendous
work carried out by churches and voluntary
organisations that support asylum seekers throughout
the region.
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Liz Our District

Chair writes...

Each month the Chair sends out a letter for publication in church

magazines. As Life and Work appears quarterly, then it maybe some
time before the Chair’s letters appear on this page. Occasionally we
will omit a letter that, in the Editor’s judgement, seems out of date.

It is time. ...

As | write, we are being reminded by
the news media, of events marking the
60th anniversary of the creation of the
State of Israel. A number of facts being
reported upon have surprised me. It is
estimated for instance that one million
Russians have emigrated to Israel in
recent years.

Having just listened to one such Russian émigré on the
radio | was struck by the two aspects of her new life
that bring her sadness. The first is the obligation for all
young people to undertake military service, in a context
where war and violence are very real and very close to
home. This mother clearly suffered deeply during the
years when her three children were in the army. The
second is the realisation she has of the plight of the
Palestinians who lost their homes in 1948, and who are
still living as refugees and victims of injustice in their
own land. This caused her to weep.

It is a reminder that this marking of sixty years is
experienced very differently - a celebration of a new
state for some, a memorial of ‘an-Nakba’ (the
catastrophe) for others.

Many people see this as the moment for renewed efforts
towards peace and justice in that land. A number of
Church leaders, world-wide, including Desmond Tutu,
have signed a declaration to that effect.

The WCC believes it is time for Palestinians and Israelis
to share a just peace, ... time to end 60 years of conflict
oppression and fear ...

Are we willing to add our voice, and our actions?
Yours in Peace,
Liz
Walking in the footsteps

Few things can be such a visible reminder of walking in
the steps of those who have gone before us, than the
act of placing ones own feet upon the worn stones of
the Monks Trods in North Yorkshire. These ‘paved’
footpaths, making their way through the glorious
landscape of the Esk valley, continue to mark the path
for present day walkers. Very often however, it is easier
to get a grip with walking boots on the soft mud next to
the stones, whose very smoothness can make them
slippery in wet weather. On the other hand, when the
ground around them turns to a quagmire, the stones are
a welcome refuge for the walkers’ feet.

Walking in the steps of those who have gone before us
can mean that we do not necessarily walk (act/
worship/sing/pray/live) in identical ways, but that we
value the guide that their path offers us. This is not
only true when we are in danger of ‘sinking into a
quagmire’. By far the hardest surface to walk on along
the Esk valley is where the path has been remade and
widened around a farm residence, with packed crushed
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stone. Whilst this path looks clean, clear and well
defined, it is actually very difficult to walk upon (but
fine for farm vehicles). For the walker there are no
imprints or footholds to cradle the feet, and every step
jars joints and muscles. Returning to the stones worn
smooth by countless feet through the centuries can feel
like a welcome home-coming. Maria Hare, in the
nineteenth century, wrote:

O Lord, this is our desire, to walk along the
path of life that you have appointed us, in
steadfastness of faith, in lowliness of
heart, in gentleness of love.

Her words are a reminder to us that our concern is not
only for the path that we take in life, but for how we
walk it. We might also reflect upon the words of Pope
John XXIII:

Do not walk through time without leaving
worthy evidence of your passage.

The monks, after all, left us more than a trail of worn

stone slabs.

In our own day, let us continue to walk in faith, hope
and love, possibly transforming the landscape for future
generations.

Liz
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July August September
$ Ordinary 14 & Ordinary 18 Ordinary 23
10.30 Holy Communion 10.30 Holy Communion 10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
The Revd Nick Baker The Revd Pat Creamer %> Covenant Service
%& Ordinary 15 Miss Hannah Goacher 10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon %( Ordinary 19 Deacon Ruth Hinch
The Revd Darren Garfield 10.30 Mrs Pat Goacher (We shall say farewell to
6.30 Taizé-style Service %) Ordinary 20 Peter Gambles and Milly
The Revd Adrian Burdon 10.30 Deacon Ruth Hinch Ward)
"( Ordinary 16 e Ordinary 21 6.30 Taizé-style Service
10.30 The Revd Nick Baker 10.30 Mr Rob Lolley The Revd Pat Creamer
(We shall say farewell to &% Ordinary 22 "% Ordinary 25
Nick and his family) 10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon 10.30 The Revd Philip Bee
") Ordinary 17 6.30 Time to Talk
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon Deacon Ruth Hinch
Ms Jane Aitchison "+ Harvest Festival
10.30 Miss Hannah Goacher

The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. Except during school holidays the Junior Church go to their own session for part of the
time. Tea and Coffee are served after the service. Time to Talk is an informal worship service in the Lounge Café.

July September

%( Methodist Conference % 10.00am

% 10.30am Person to Person

The Lounge Café re

%$ 10.30am

starts at Scarborough
Oxford Place
Children’s Centre

& 1.00pm

opens after the
summer break
Leeds City Centre

2.00pm

Awayday at Hinsley
Hall
Hospitals Memorial

Management Cttee Churches Committee + 10.00 iervli_:ce l
%+ 10.00am Connexional Faith & %& Synod at Ashville -Lvam Mae);tir:gp oyees
Qreer Committee il College, Harrogate % 10.30am Children’s Centre

3.00pm

%* 10.30am

Covenant Service.

AGM

"( 10.30am Revd Nick Baker’s This will also be a e .
final service farewell service for ©T 7.30pm ghlf“'cg IglounC‘l
"& 10.30am OP Anniversary Cttee Millie Ward and Peter Vxlort a,cei-_ h
&% 2.00pm The Lounge Café Gambles olunteer's Lunc
closes until 10.00am %  9.30am District Induction of . .
1 September Ministers & Deacons %) 7.00pm B?;?:CQAEEZ%(:E;W
new to the Leeds
A“g“St 7.30pm ng:ﬁg;igg:setrr;a & 10.;15am Person to Person
’ . Meeting
* Ruth Hinch returns (& C/Aiiiett]tr:)gBrno in the %* 10.30am Christingle Service
from her Sabbatical ’ Czech Republic %/ 2.00pm The Lounge Café
"x 7.30pm Managemrt)ent closes until 10.00am
Weekday Worship Committee . Sth January 2009
at Oxford Place "+ 10.30am Harvest Festival "% 10.30am Carol Service
Wednesday 12.30pm * 11.30pm Holy Communion
e . " 10.30 Family Worshi
Service of Holy Communion All meetings at Oxford Place unless am Famity Worship
otherwise stated. O

The Thursday Group meets on alternate Thursdays
in members’ homes. Further details are available from
Marjorie Cossey or Peter Gambles in the Church Office.

The !

#

Visiting worship leader

is Superintendent of the

Headingley Circuit and minister at Cookridge
Methodist Church
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