LiTe & Work

e Qver the horizon

e Connexional team
e Who is my neighbour?

e A view from the tower

The Leeds City delegation to Brno in the Czech Republic flew out to Prague
on Saturday 20th September and returned via Stansted on the following
Tuesday. The Lord Mayor Leeds,
Councillor Frank Robinson, was
accompanied by John Wilson (his| & = e
Sergeant-at-Mace), Stella Darby S5 S I i ..
(International Relations), Jenny g ! -}-;_.“M Ll 2 o
Hill (International Schools | it

Coordinator), Wendy Denman
(Visit Leeds), members of the
Leeds-based Bassa Bassa Band,
representatives of the East Street
Arts, and Adrian and me
representing the Christian
churches of Leeds.

The Revd Adrian Burdon
(Superintendent Minister)
Telephone: 0113 242 4951
The Revd Pat Creamer
(Sector Minister)
Telephone: 0113 264 5831

The Revd Philip Bee
(Sector Minister)

Telephone: 07878 327 349

Deacon Ruth Hinch

Telephone: 0113 242 5254

Mr Trevor Parker
(Mission Administrator)

Telephone: 0113 245 3502

The Revd Dr Elizabeth Smith

Telephone: 0113 278 5546

Dr David Waller

Telephone: 0113 228 9769

Mrs Gwen Pridmore

Telephone: 0113 266 5093

1980 Deacon Ruth Hinch
1984 Mr R K Lolley
1986 Mrs P Goacher
1991 Mrs E Waller
1994 Ms J Aitchison
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Miss Hannah Goacher

Although part of the delegation,
Adrian and | followed a slightly different programme. We stayed at the home
of the Revd Dr Jana Kriznova and her son Michael (instead of the hotel) and
spent all of Sunday with her and the members of her church. Adrian
preached at the morning service held, as always, in one of the rooms of a
small Catholic Church. | made a short presentation about Oxford Place after
the service. For both sermon and presentation Jana translated as we went
along. Later we had more time with members of the church at Jana’s home
where we had dinner and conversation. In Adrian’s article on page 2 he
reflects on what we learned and experienced, particularly on the Sunday,
but also during the rest of our visit.

i .Y One of the first things we had to
b Yy learn was how to pronounce Brno.
. ' U The ‘r’ is ‘rolled’ so it begins with
‘brrrr...” followed by ‘no’, but to
our ears it often sounded like
‘burno’ which is a little easier for
the English speaker. By the end of
our visit we managing dékuji
™ (thank you) and prosim (please)
= but nothing more. Fortunately,
Jana’s English is excellent and
most of her congregation were
able to understand and speak
some English.

(Continued on page 2)




| am writing this
article  having
just  returned
8 from a visit to
the Czech
Republic where
m Ken Tait and |
stayed with the
Revd Dr Jana

The Revd Dr Jana Kfiznova and The Kriznova. Jana is

Revd Adrian Burdon the minister. of
the Evangelickd

Cirkev Methodistickd in Brno which is in Moravia to the
south of the Czech Republic. The Methodist Church in
the Czech Republic is part of the Central and Southern
Europe Central Conference of the United Methodist
Church. The United Methodist Church is that branch of
Methodism which is organised through the United States
of America.

We spent most of the day on the Sunday of our visit with
members of the congregation of the church in Brno.
What struck me was that the congregation was small -
they had only reached fifteen people because some
people had come specifically to meet Ken and I! What
also struck me was the age of the members of the
congregation - apart from one older lady, the
congregation was made up of young adults and children.
Most people were between twenty and forty years of
age and had become Christian within the past ten years.

The Czech Republic is a country with an old Christian
history. This is the region from where the Moravians,
who were so influential upon John Wesley and early
Methodism, originated. The largest religion is Roman
Catholicism, but there is a long-established Protestant
tradition as well. During the Communist era it became
difficult to be a Christian although in many cases the
church was sufficiently deeply embedded within the
culture to survive the challenge. So today, in the post-

communist era, although the country remains officially
atheist, the church continues to thrive. The predictions
of the Communists that under their rule the churches
would fail and become concert halls proved not to be
the case.

It was clear, though, in talking to Jana and the members
of her congregation, that to be a Christian in the
modern day Czech republic remains difficult and is a
little bit ‘subversive’. The members of the congregation
told stories of their families reaction to their having
become Christian. The general story was of rejection
and ridicule. They told that they would be regarded as
weak in spirit and mind for needing a Christian life. It
became clear that our visit was a great encouragement
to them.

What made our visit of great encouragement and
significance was more than that we were fellow
Christians visiting them. It mattered that we had come
as official guests of the City of Brno as members of the
Leeds City delegation. There was a slight sense of our
presence being a little bit of a challenge to the secular
state authorities. During one of the receptions, at which
I had dressed in my clerical shirt, | was approached by
an elderly Roman Catholic lady who thanked me with
great emotion for being there and being so visible.

It was a significant visit. Our visible presence
encouraged the Christians in that place - both those we
were visiting and others who just saw us around. One of
our last encounters before returning back to Britain was
a Roman Catholic nun who thanked us for coming,
blessed us for coming, assured us of her prayers and
asked that we pray for them.

So please remember the Christians of all churches in the
Czech Republic in your prayers.

(Continued from page 1)

On the Monday morning Jana took us to visit the
impressive Punkva limestone caves a few miles north of
Brno before we joined the Lord Mayor and his Sergeant-
at-Mace for a guided walking tour of the old part of
Brno. In the middle of this short tour we stopped in one
of the squares to listen to the end of a performance by
Bassa Bassa which was well received by the crowd that
had gathered to listen. In the evening we attended a
musical concert of short vocal and instrumental pieces
by groups from various Brno schools. There are a number
of established links between Leeds schools and Brno
Schools and we were shown two videos, one of joint
activities in Leeds and another produced by school in
Brno about the ‘colonies’ of Brno, clusters of poor
quality housing for workers in the 19th century. This was
followed by a buffet where we had time to talk with
Lydie Zukalova who handled the Brno end of the visit as
well as other people who lived and worked in Brno.

There were no organised events on the final sunny
morning, so Jana took us up to the castle which stands
on a hill overlooking Brno and on a walk around more of

the city
centre where
there is a
surprising
number of
churches,
before we
had lunch at
a restaurant
run by the
Catholic
Church where
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the staff are members of a Carmelite order of nuns.

At three o’clock we joined the rest of the delegation for
our return journey and said our farewells to Jana,
expressing the hope that we would see her and her
church members in the not too distant future, possibly
in Leeds.

Ken Tait

PS There’s much more to tell.
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O Leslie and Joyce Hodson on their Golden Wedding Anniversary

O Joan Harries on her 92nd birthday

O Ruth and Ray Hinch on becoming grandparents to Rebecca Louise, daughter of Alex

and Chris

O Tendai and Zvoru Makura on the birth of their son Simba, a brother for Nick

On Sunday, 14th September during the morning service
we thanked Millie Ward and Peter Gambles for all their
work for Leeds Methodist Mission and Oxford Place, and
presented each of them with flowers - actually Ann,
Peter’s wife was given his flowers - and a gift.

Back in the 1980s Millie worked for the Women’s
Counselling and Therapy Service based in the Oxford
Place Centre occasionally acting as

receptionist in the Oxford Place
office. The then Superintendent
Minister, the Revd Richard Davison
asked Millie to help him by typing
letters and the like. This she
continued to do even after Richard
had retired. With the introduction of
computers she adapted her
typewriting skills to word processing,

| typing not only letters but notices and
other small documents. Quietly and

effectively she kept up this useful and appreciated work
until this year.

Peter retired from the insurance business in 1996, but

not wanting to be idle applied for the
post of administrator at the Oxford
Place Centre. He was appointed and
began work in the September of that
year.

Over the following 12 years Peter has
become the hub of the Centre
managing to respond to every need
that arose from early on Monday
morning to the end of Thursday
afternoon week by week, and on
numerous occasions outside those

hours. It might be a fire alarm - always false - a water
leak, or some other emergency , or merely a question to
which he would know the answer.

Peter was responsible for our relationships with the
various agencies that rent space in our building. These

relationships involved both legal contractual agreements
as well as the more routine problems with the property
or services. He also organised the letting of our rooms
for sessional use ensuring in conjunction with our
caretaker and catering manager that chairs and tables
were appropriately arranged and that catering was
provided if required.

Peter never said ‘No’. He could often be seen walking
determinedly through the centre to deal with some
matter or other while answering a call about something
else on the cordless telephone that he kept with him
when not in the office.

As he said in his speech to the congregation after his
presentation, it was not only the day to day business of
the Oxford Place Centre that filled his time, but also
assiting the many people who come in through our doors
just to ask the way or directions. Some even mistake the
building for the Town Hall or the Courts. Peter has
always been prepared to given an answer, step outside
and show the way, or make a telephone call to find out
something he didn’t know so that few left without being
helped. He also got to know a number of people , mainly
men, who come through our doors quite frequently.
Many of them have problems with alcohol or drugs, and
they all have problems with money, and lack many life
skills. Peter was always friendly and always firm.

Peter also provided administrative support for the
church treasurer, acting in many ways as an assistant
treasurer, keeping computer based records of the
various monetary transactions, and helping to present
the accounts for meetings and for the auditors.

Our prayers and good wishes go with both Millie and
Peter as they retire from their work an Oxford Place.
When | said to Peter that not coming into Oxford Place
would leave a big hole in his life, Ann said, ‘We’ve got a
big garden.’

Ken Tait
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During the current
Methodist Year (which

Leeds Asylum Ceekers’
Support Network

began on 1st September)
our Charity of the Year is

the Leeds Asylum
Seekers Support Network
(LASSN).

We hope this year to focus not only on raising some
funds for LASSN, but also on raising our own
awareness of the issues of migration.

Though we are more familiar with those who reach us
from eastern Europe or further east, | read each day
of many people trying to reach Europe or the middle
east from Africa. They are crammed into small boats
with no provisions and endure days at sea before
reaching the Canary Islands, or Malta or nowhere,
especially when blown off course or if the boat’s
motor fails as is often the case.

| recently read of Médecins Sans Frontiéres working in
Yemen caring for those fleeing Ethiopia, and Somalia,

a country which has not had a functioning government
for many years.

Who is in these nhumbers?
How many dreams, ambitions, hopes?
How many people bravely trying to find
something new?
Why?
# 44 $ $ "

We raised £2930 which will be split equally between
the Shepherd Society (for their humanitarian work
with the local Palestinian people supporting needy
families and providing the Christmas baskets) and the
Bible College (for their work with the students, the Al
Aman Counselling centre and the new building. | would
particularly like to thank all those who took part in
the concerts which raised £1100, Kath Harwood who
raised £730 from her Lent Fast and Ken and Margaret
Wilson who raised £233 through the sale of their
marmalade.

Paul Berry

‘What is PAFRAS?’ Many of you may have asked this
when you saw the flyer for the Harvest Festival.

We are aware that the plight of many of the asylum
seekers and refugees arriving in Leeds is often very
difficult. They have left behind terrible situations but
what they find here must often fall far short of what
they might have hoped for. Help to
settle into a new society, perhaps learn a
new language and access services is not
always easily available. For some, not g%
allowed to work, the situation can be

come from7

It was in response to this that we chose LASSN (Leeds
Asylum Seekers Network) as our church charity for
2008/9 and plans are underway for fund raising and
support to them.

However it was to an appeal from PAFRAS (Positive
Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers) that we
responded when deciding who could best make use of
our harvest gifts. They are a Leeds group working with

the most needy refugees and asylum seekers, the
homeless and destitute. They aim to reduce the effects
of destitution and poverty, to improve health and well-
being and to support access to mainstream services and
integration as well as to raising awareness of this
situation.

They run drop-in centres with
specialised staff available to give help
and advice. During 2007 they had
4465 visits from destitute asylum
seekers and thanks to donations they
were able to provide these people
with hot meals, food parcels,
t01letr1es and clothes and bedding. In 2008 PAFRAS
made an urgent appeal for donations to maintain their
work so we felt it appropriate that this year it is to
them that we give our harvest food, to help provide for
those in the most extreme need.

So our harvest goods go to PAFRAS and we ask you to
look out for future efforts of support for LASSN.

Angela Tait

Trevor Parker took up his appointment as Mission Administrator at on
1st September 2008.

Trevor has been a member of Leeds Parish Church for the past twenty
years and presently serves as their Hon. Treasurer. He comes from an

employment background

in Human Resources Management, having

worked principally with HBOS.
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Well done! The total money in the MRDF envelopes amounted
to £503.00. A splendid result.

MRDF will be able to claim Gift Aid which will amount to £100.97
giving a grand total of £603.97

Methodist Relief & Development Fund

Receipt Mo: 73613

Tatal Gift Amount: £503.00 for Zimbabwe from Leeds Methodist Mission
{= £251.50 for Zimbabwe and £251.50 for Sri Lanka)

Gift Ald will be claimed back on £348,00 of this tetal. MRDF claims back an exira 28p for every £1 denated by an
individual registered for gift aid. Thank you for using gift aid!

Kethodist Church House « 25 Marylebone Road « Londan < NWT SJR
Tel: 020 7467 5132 . Fax 020 7467 5233

E-mail: mrdfi@imethodisichurchoorg.uk « Vel wwew, el org.uk
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Thank you very much for your recent gift for Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka.
We were very touched by the kindness of Miss Mavis Freeman, who
celebrated her 80" Birthday by asking friends to give a donation to
MRDF instead of a gift to her. Please convey our special appreciation
to Miss Freeman, and our thanks to all who gave so generously.

On 31st July Mavis Freeman celebrated her 80th
birthday with a party at her home. She writes

A big thank you to all the friends, relations and church
family who contributed to my 80th birthday by giving to
the Methodist Relief and Development Fund. The total
(including tax reclaimed through Gift Aid) was shared
between work in Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka.

III. Sing All. See that you join with the congregation
as frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of
weakness or weariness hinder you. Ifitis a cross to
you, take it up and you will find it a blessing.

IV. Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of
singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep ; but
lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of
your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being heard,
than when you sung the songs of Satan.

V. Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be heard
above or distinct from the rest of the congregation,

Kath Harwood, seen here

playing her flute, writes:

From time to time there are
comments about the speed of
hymns in our services and discussion
as to when the congregation should
stand to sing.

On the second point | would agree with Maria in The Sound of
Music - ‘Let’s start at the very beginning ...” which is when the
organ or the piano starts playing. Sometimes the first line is
played, sometimes the last. Guides and Scouts were taught to
‘Be prepared’. | can’t believe that 20 seconds of extra
standing will really cause great distress! Haven’t found the
number in time? Use the bookmarks available in the church
bibles. The organist or pianist has to be well organised.
Perhaps you could be too.

On the point of speed and general enthusiasm in singing, let’s
look at to John Wesley, who in a conference discussion in the
18th century said:

= (

that you may not destroy the harmony; but strive to
unite your voices together, so as to make one clear
melodious sound.

VI. Sing in Time. Whatever time is sung be sure to
keep with it. Do not run before nor stay behind it; but
attend close to the leading voices, and move therewith
as exactly as you can; and take care not to sing zoo
slow. This drawling way naturally steals on all who
are lazy; and it is high time to drive it out from
among us, and sing all our tunes just as quick as we
did at first.

The underlining is Kath’s — Editor




Churches Together in England has recently published a report: Who is
my neighbour? A church response to social disorder related to gangs,

drugs, guns and knives.

a\ On Wednesday, 19th November one of two regional launches of the
Who report will take place at Oxford Place at 7 pm. Bishop Joe Aldred,

”~ one of the authors, will be introducing the report.
" # The meeting has been organised by the West Yorkshire Ecumenical

is my

Council (WYEC). Invitations have been sent to church leaders, youth

agenda. However, the meeting is open to anyone who wishes to
il F i attend. If you would like to know more then please contact the Revd
¢ C- el 1T W =0e sy L=l Clive Barrett, the County Ecumenical Development Officer at WYEC

(e R{o W =10 [Ee]gs (i@l (0113 261 8053 clivebarrett@wyec.co.uk)

The report can be downloaded from the Churches Together in England
web site at www.churches-together.net

rIEigh bou r? n | Sl workers, local government and police personnel working on the youth
—= = i

| September sees the start of
Ithe reconfigured
Connexional Team serving
the Methodist Church. There
i '|is a new General Secretary:
. |The Revd Dr Martyn Atkins
~ |and three new strategic

e L

magnet
: Magnet is an interesting and
: i informative Christian resource for
everyone. Each issue provides
regular features including Bible
study, a prayer focus, personal
stories, worship material and
colourful meditation pages. It is
currently a Methodist magazine
owned and supported
administratively by the Methodist Church. It is
produced collaboratively by a team of volunteers
recruited from different Christian backgrounds. We
hope Magnet will be shared more widely.

- |leaders: The Revd Dr Mark

| Wakelin  (Secretary for
Internal Relationships), Ms
Christine Elliott (Secretary
for External Relationships)
and Mr John Ellis (Secretary
for Connexional Team

Operations).

Mavis Freeman will be collecting subscriptions from
existing subscribers in October (£10 for four issues) and
would be delighted to hear from any new subscribers.

If you would like to know more about Magnet or see a
copy, please speak to either Mavis Freeman or myself.

Patricia A Goacher

Words Editor Magnet Magazine This is part of the

The "Create” Project

which aims to help churches identify and nurture
people’s gifts and talents for service in the church and
the world.

C alled
R aised
E quipped
A ffirmed
T ransformed
E nergised

Book a place for this workshop by calling District
Administrator Libby Toomsalu on 0113 241 6848 or by email
at districtadmin@oxfordplacecentre.org.uk

= (



We should raise a monument to The
Bicycle!

| came across that sentiment this
summer, not as a verdict upon the
success of ‘Team GB’ in the Olympic
Cycle events, but in the final room of a
museum dedicated to the French
Resistance movement in the 1939-45 War. In celebrating
the courage and heroism of ordinary citizens during that
period of history, and acknowledging the deep divisions
in loyalty that existed in the communities most
affected, the conclusion was that the work of the
resistance  movement would have been impossible
without the humble and readily available bicycle. It was
the bicycle that made quick and unobtrusive
communication possible between towns and villages in
the French countryside.

Some theologians encourage us to see ‘church’ as a
‘community of resistance’. Just as the French resistance
movement drew its strength from a shared sense of
identity, anger at the actions of the aggressor, and a
refusal to acquiesce in the enemy occupation, so as
‘church’ we are called to draw upon our reserves of a
shared faith, anger at injustice, and a common sense of

- 4

The Revd Inderjit Bhogal will join us for
morning worship on 19th October.
Inderjit was President of the Methodist
Conference in 2000 and a past director
of the Urban Theology Unit in
Sheffield. At present he is Director of
the Yorkshire and Humberside Faiths
Forum. Inderjit was born into a Sikh
family in Nairobi, Kenya, and came to
England with them in 1964.

The Revd Clifford Bellamy is a Circuit
Judge in the Midland Circuit. For a few
years he was a sector minister
attached to the Leeds Mission Circuit.
During his time with us he built up
relations with the courts helping to
establish the Courts Chaplaincy.
Clifford will preach at the morning
service on 30th November.

The Revd Sue Smith who will be leading Time to Talk
with our deacon on 19th October is a minister in the
Leeds West Circuit. Sue is the District Probationers’
Secretary and serves on the Learning and Development
Forum.

purpose, in being a counter-cultural sign in the world.

Bicycle technology has progressed considerably since the
1940s - as the Olympic teams reminded us! So has every
other kind of technology upon which we are so
dependent, and Christians need to move with the times.
However, we also need to discern what might be our
path of resistance in refusing to compromise on the
Gospel of love, hope, and good news for all, whilst
remaining in touch with the prevailing culture and
customs of our time.

Amidst all the technology we are reminded that it is
person power, if not pedal power, upon which the
church depends. How do we make best use in our
churches and communities of the energy at our disposal?
How do we continue to dream dreams, but at the same
time be realistic, and even strategic about our mission
and presence? These are some of the questions that we
will continue to wrestle with during this church year. It
is a task for which we all need to undertake fitness
training - not to win a gold medal, but to fulfil our
calling to discipleship.

In peace and solidarity,

Liz

METHODIST

Protect your

home and contents with us and raise money

for your church
or charlty

1=sare your homa and contams with
Mathodiat inswrence and we'll guee 20%
of the first year's premium {or minimum
£20, whichever is the greater amount)
to your church or your chosen charity.

We make genendis grants oul of profits
0 1he Methodist Church 10 help sustain
i5 wwark angd witreess, |10 fect, over the last
130 vaars wwi Navd Dean Bhis 1o prosadn
SN grants totaling over E10 million,

For 8 leailet aboul e Methodast
Insurance Church and Charity Donation
Scherme call o 0B4E6 T8ITS3T o emall
it arcpirgsErnicmail cor
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5 Ordinary 21
10.30 Holy Communion
The Revd Adrian Burdon
12 Ordinary 22
10.30 Deacon Ruth Hinch
6.30 Taizé-style Service
Deacon Ruth Hinch
19 Ordinary 23
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
The Revd Inderjit Bhogal
6.30 Time to Talk
Deacon Ruth Hinch
The Revd Sue Smith
26 Ordinary 24
10.30 Mrs Pat Goacher

O

2 Ordinary 25
10.30 Holy Communion
The Revd Pat Creamer
Deacon Ruth Hinch
9 Remembrance
10.30 The Revd Philip Bee
Mr Rob Lolley
6.30 Taizé-style Service
The Revd Adrian Burdon
16 Ordinary 27
10.30 Miss Hannah Goacher
Deacon Ruth Hinch
6.30 Time to Talk
The Revd Adrian Burdon

23 Ordinary 28
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
30 Advent 1

10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
The Revd Clifford Bellamy

7 Advent 2
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
Mrs Liz Waller
14 Advent 3
10.30 Ms Jane Aitcheson
Mr Rob Lolley
6.30 Taizé-style Service
The Revd Pat Creamer
21 Carol Service
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon
6.30 Time to Talk
The Revd Adrian Burdon
28 Christmas 1
10.30 The Revd Adrian Burdon

O

The 10.30 Sunday Service is for all ages. Except during school holidays the Junior Church go to their own session for part of the
time. Tea and Coffee are served after the service. Time to Talk is an informal worship service in the Lounge Café.
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1 10.30am Person to Person
Awayday at Hinsley
Hall
3 2.00pm Sisters in Harmony
Concert
5 2.00pm Hospitals Memorial
Service
The Revd Jane Parker
8 10.00am Lay Employees
Meeting
15 10.30am Children’s Centre AGM
22 7.30pm Church Council
25 Oxford Place
Volunteer’s Lunch

&

17 7.00pm Leeds Methodist
District Roadshow

18 7.00pm Who is my neighbour?
(See page 6)

24 10.00am Children’s Centre

3 10.45am Person to Person

Meeting
7 10.30am Family Communion
12 District visit by
-14 President of
Conference

18 2.00pm Harwood Singers

19 2.00pm Harwood Singers

19 2.00pm The Lounge Café
closes until 10.00am
5 January 2009

24 11.30pm Holy Communion

25 10.30am Family Worship

All meetings at Oxford Place unless
otherwise stated.

( - e
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Wednesday 12.30pm
Service of Holy Communion

-26 Stall (till 2.00pm) preceded by Coffee and
29 Singing is Fun Conversation
1 1 #1 4 will not be meeting this quarter, but will be

supporting the Coffee, Chat and Communion on Wednesdays.

January
5 10.00am The Lounge Café
re-opens
21 7.00pm Concord - Interfaith
Group
February
18 10.30am Children’s Centre
Committee
23 7.30pm Church Council
26 Lent Group
27 2.00pm Sisters in Harmony
Concert
March
6 Women’s World Day
of Prayer
29 General Church
Meeting
=+:

Carol Service
10.30am, Sunday, 21st December
Christmas Eve Holy Communion

11.30pm, 24th December
Christmas Day Family Worship
10.30am, 25th December
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in most formats.) Please visit our web site at www.oxfordplace.org.uk




