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Newsletter –Autumn Term 2010
Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome back to our present parents and children and welcome to our new parents and children who joined us this term.  If you and/or your child find any items relating to Autumn, please feel free to bring them in for all the children to see.
Dates for your diary

Harvest Festival
Monday 11th October 2010
Half Term 
Monday, 25th October– Friday, 29th October 2010
Autumn Term ends 
Tuesday, 14th December 2010
Spring Term starts
Monday, 10th January 2010
Photographer 
Monday, 18th October 2010
Library Trip 

TBC
Nativity

Friday, 10th December 2010
Christmas Party
Monday, 13th December 2010
HARVEST FESTIVAL: Wendy will hold a short assembly in church based on the harvest story. The children are welcome to bring in small donations of food for the Harvest service.  We will be giving the non-perishable items to Orpington Food Bank and the Douglas Room children will walk to Abbeyfield Elderly Residential care homes in Tower Road with the perishable items.

PHOTOGRAPHER: We would like to inform you that the official photographer will be coming in to take individual photographs of all the children on Monday, 18th October.  We will ensure that there are no messy activities out that morning in case you would like to send your child in smarter clothes. If your child does not normally attend on Monday mornings, but you would like them to have their photograph taken, then please bring them in before 10.00 am.  If you would like your child to have a photograph taken with siblings then please let us know and we shall have these photographs taken first.

We have three students starting with us this term.  Laura is studying for her NVQ2 and will be in Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Wednesdays. Tina is studying for her NVQ2 and will be in Tuesdays and Thursdays. Rosie is studying for her BTec first certificate in Childcare and will be in on Thursdays.

NATIVITY: Video cameras will NOT be allowed at this event.  The Pre-school will film the service and DVDs will be available for sale afterwards.  Photographs may only be taken at the end of the service.  We do ask for all parents co-operation in this matter.  More details will follow.

COLLECTION TIME: Please remember that we will not open the outside door until 12 noon.  This is particularly important on Wednesday mornings when the Toddler group is meeting.  It is very disruptive for them to have Pre-school parents walking through their session, and of course is a child protection issue.  

Please turn over

KEYWORKER SYSTEM: Hopefully you are aware that we have a keyworker system in place and you can discuss any issues you have with your child’s keyworker.

MORRISONS VOUCHERS:  You should have all received a letter about this. There is a collection box available in the Link. 

SAINSBURYS ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS: Thank you for collecting these.  We collected 9689 vouchers. We await delivery of our new equipment.

TESCO VOUCHERS: Thank you for collecting these.  We collected 3,500 vouchers.  We have received in goods: fruit & vegetable table cloths, set of emotion balls, gamester balls, coloured cones, tipping target, action spot mats and Little Red Riding Hood software for the computer.
BARNARDOS: Our big Toddle raised £465.50 for Barnardos.  This was an amazing amount so thank you to all those who sponsored their child to “Toddle” to Poverest.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB: Thank you to those who returned their order.  Do encourage your child to look at their website at www.clubs.scholastic.co.uk/kids where there are great games and activities to download. Children can ask the Book Wizard to recommend the perfect book for them and children and parents can look inside many of the books to help them with their choices.  Do not forget that 20p in every £1 comes back to the Pre-school in books.
SWEATSHIRTS/T-SHIRTS: We are still able to order these, so please feel free to ask for an order form.  In fact we have a small number in stock. 

If you have not already done so, please let Jackie in the office know, if you wish to change or increase your child’s days in January.

Reminders:

1. Please report any infectious complaint – do not send children to school if you suspect sickness or diarrhoea, conjunctivitis, impetigo – these illnesses spread so quickly.  Head lice are a real problem in schools.

2. Please, please you must tell us if someone else is collecting your child or children.

3. Please, avoid sending children into school with toys from home.  If they must bring something in please take it home with you when you leave them.

4. Pre-School opening times are 9.15 am – 12.15 pm.  (Your children do get upset if you are late!)

5. All contact details should be kept up to date, so if you have changed your mobile ‘phone number recently, please do let us know.

6. Finally, and not least, please feel free to come and speak to Belinda or Jan if you have any problems at all with your children or any other worries.  We have the office for privacy and set aside time from 9.15 – 9.30 each morning.

Regards

Belinda, Jan & Jackie
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